
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Sunday Service is at 9:45 AM 
 

Dec. 4 Isaiah 11:1-10 
 Romans 15:4-13 
 Matthew 3:1-12 
 
Dec. 11 Isaiah 35:1-10 
 James 5:7-10 
 Matthew 11:2-11 
 
Dec. 18 Isaiah 7:10-16 
 Romans 1:1-7 
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 
Dec. 25 NO SERVICE 
 Isaiah 52:7-10 
 Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 
 John 1:1-14 
 
Jan. 1 Isaiah 63:7-9 
 Hebrews 2:10-18 
 Matthew 2:13-23 
 
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

December 2022 

  

SALVATION ARMY:  It is time to ring the bells!!  We have committed to the 
week of December 5 to December 10 at SuperOne NORTH.  There are two 

(2) hour shift opportunities from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  The signup sheet is 
available on the Information Desk.  Please sign up as soon as possible just in case we don’t 
have enough volunteers for the full week.  Feel free to sign up for more than one shift if you 
can.  If you have any questions, please contact Kay Klingman (612-845-6649) 

GRACE HOUSE OVERFLOW:  We need a volunteer to coordinate this program.  This person 
would ask our congregation for 2 volunteers to spend the night with guests at our church.  
The guests are bused to the church after dinner, spend the night and return to the shelter 
for breakfast. The Overflow Shelter Program, developed in 2014 by faith community leaders 
and shelter staff, doubles the number of guests that can be sheltered.  The goal of the Over-
flow program is that no person will go without shelter due to lack of vacancies.  Five area 
churches provide shelter for 2 weeks at a time.  All case management is done by the shelter 
staff.  If you are interested in coordinating this important mission, please see Pastor Jim or 
Kay Klingman.    

CHRISTMAS FAMILIES:  We are asking for 3-4 volunteers to shop for the gifts for 7 families.  
We will need to have the shopping done prior to December 14.  Each family will be giving us 
a wish list for the children and include one gift for each adult.   

On Thursday, December 15, we are asking for volunteers to wrap the gifts.  We will start at 
10:00 AM and continue until we have everything wrapped.   The plan is to deliver the gifts to 
Itasca County Human Services on Friday, December 16.  

If you happen to have excess wrapping & bows that you would like to donate, we would wel-
come them.   

 Contributions to this annual mission can be dropped off in the office or put into the offering 
plate on Sunday.  Please write your check to GRUMC with Christmas Families in the Memo.   

CHRISTMAS MAILBOX:  The Christmas mailbox will be available again this year.  Christmas 
cards may be put in the box beginning December 1.  Donations are appreciated in the 
amount of postage you will save.   

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but 
we hope that you will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 

NEWS 

RAPIDS RAPIDS 

Christmas Week Services: 

Longest Night Service, Dec. 21st at 7:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24th at 4:00 pm 

NO Service on Christmas Day, Dec. 25th 



 

There are certain signals we all recognize that warn us Christmas is on its way. The day after 
Thanksgiving, the busiest shopping day of the year, reminds us that Christmas is near. Holiday 
advertising is everywhere we look and in everything we hear. Christmas jingles won’t let us for-
get what’s just around the corner. We’re told of every financing plan imaginable to ensure that 

we can afford all the gifts we “need” to buy for all the people on our growing list. Websites assume their “Christmas 
look,” and retailers put on their most elaborate displays.  

Advent is a Church season of four weeks including the four Sundays before Christmas Day.  Advent derives from the 
Latin Adventus, which means “coming.”  The season proclaims the comings of Christ – whose birth we prepare to 
celebrate once again, who comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we anticipate.  
Each year Advent calls the community of faith to prepare for these comings; historically, the season was marked by 
fasts and preparation.  Each Sunday of Advent has a distinctive theme: Christ’s coming in final victory (First Sunday), 
John the Baptizer (Second and Third Sundays), and the events immediately preceding the birth of Jesus, the Christ 
(Fourth Sunday). 

It is this season of Advent, however, that is the Church’s signal for the coming of the Christ child. A special season is 
drawing near on our church calendar: the beginning of Advent. The season of Advent is the time we prepare, not for 
extra expenditures of cash, but to remember the Christ child who came to live among us!  We attempt, once again, 
to consider that God actually assumed our humanity and was born and entered our world to secure our redemption. 

As we get about the business of preparing in this wonderful season, maybe one of the best ways is by doing the 
work of repairing!  Let us be intentional and active in this work through acts of mercy and justice.  Let us repair rela-
tionships worn down by much too busy schedules and apathy.  Let us repair ourselves through prayer, scripture 
reading, gathering as the church in worship, and laughter with others. Let us repair our community with service, 
making sure all are included, compassion, and forgiveness. And let us repair our world in sharing Christ with each 
and with all. 

May you and all your loved ones be blessed and find joy in making ready for the coming of God’s Great Gift: The 
Child in the manger; and may you and each and all have a most blessed and merriest of Christmases! 

Be God’s, (And Merry, Merry Christmas!)                                                                      

Pastor Jim 

A Message from your Lay Leader:                                                                                                

Greetings this Christmas season!  Although I love reading the entire Christmas story in the Bible, my favorite verse 

is “For unto us a child is born”.  The Christmas season seems to continue to drift away from the true meaning 

more every year.  I have fond memories of Christmas parties and programs in school and church.  Now, it seems 

that Merry Christmas has been translated to Happy Holidays for so many.  I still wish everyone a Merry Christmas 

because the true meaning of Christmas is all about the birth of Jesus. Baking, gifts, parties, programs, music, lights 

and decorations are fun, but let us all remember to enjoy this Blessed Season. 

Merry Christmas To All Of My Church Family,  

Wendy 

Advent Devotional and Sermon Series: 

Join us weekly during the Advent Season and follow along on our journey to, “The 

Crossroads at the Manger”.   Each week there will be an object given (an angel, a 

shepherd’s hook, a crown, and a manger) along with a devotion for that week.  



What a wonderful time we had with Myrna Peterson!  Thank 

you, Myrna for sharing your story with us!  We’ve had a good 

Fall together with campfires, sharing our questions and hearts, 

good food,  serving at Fellowship time, Ushering and Lay Read-

ing in worship services, playing games (who knew you can sit 10 people on one 

chair), and great guests – like Myrna!  We’ve even added new faces and friends! 

As we look to the end of the semester, remember we have three meetings in a 

row:  November 30th, December 7th, and December14th!  On the 30th we’ll be 

watching a video about justice as we go through a couple more question cards.  On the 7th we’ll be baking Christ-

mas cookies to give to our shut-in members, and on the 14th  we’ll be shopping for our Christmas families! 

NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 
 

Thank you so much for the gifts that have been given to the Congregational Trust Fund to build the principal 
to generate funds for emerging ministries in the future. After our final Fifth Sunday Special Offering for 2022, 
which was October 30th, $26,690 has been received. During the month of November, you have been asked to 
prayerfully consider making a commitment for our Annual Operating Budget to facilitate the ministry of our con-
gregation in our community. 
 

Discipleship is not just measured by money alone. We take counsel from John Wesley, our founder who admon-
ished people to: 
 “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 
  In all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 
   At all the times you can, to all the people you can. 
    As long as ever you can.” 
 

In early November the North Central Jurisdiction met to elect three new Bishops and assign them to Annual Con-
ferences. Minnesota will be served by a newly elected Bishop starting January 1, 2023. Bishop Sally Dyck preached 
at the Consecration Service and crafted the sermon as a charge to them based on the scripture text of Jesus in the 
wilderness as he began his ministry, listing three admonitions: 
• Never forget your identity as a beloved child of God. 
• Being a Bishop is not about having power. Rather it is about leading a conference to empower the people. In 

much of the Hebrew Scripture the symbol of power was the pyramid – power from the top down. For Chris-
tians it is the table, where we are nurtured by the grace of God and empowered by God’s love poured out for 
us. 

• Bishops are not elected to save the Church. Jesus taught people how to live with one another. He built up the 
people rather than the temple. 

Her words to them, speak to us also.  In a way it was a specific interpretation of Wesley’s words. 
 

In our congregation we covenant with one another to live out Wesley’s admonitions by faithfully participating in 
the ministries of our beloved community: by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness. We 
worship together, pray together, serve together, care for one another to be empowered ourselves and to empow-
er others. 
 

May God bless and guide us as we begin a new year. Our Fifth Sunday Special Offerings in 2023 will be January 
29th, April 30th,  July 30th , and October 29th . Save the dates! 

Mark Your Calendars: 

The 2023 Annual Charge Conference will be Sunday, January 29th following the service. Committee Chairs, please 

have your 2022 reports to the church office no later than; Friday, January 13th. Thank you. 



Our Advance monthly offering YTD is $21,914. The above monthly average amount has been adjusted to account 
for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church. We try to be careful stew-
ards of your gifts. 

FIRESIDE READERS: 
 

The Fireside Readers are meeting on Monday December 19th.  We will be starting at 6:00 pm with a 
catered meal, then discussing our December book “The 13th Gift” by Joanne Huist Smith. After that, we will be do-
ing our annual book gift exchange.  If anyone would like to join us, please let me know so we can let you know 
about the meal option.  The book exchange is simply wrapping a used or new book, bring it and put it with the oth-
ers and you will be going home with a different book.  

Happy reading, Wendy  

  October 2022   

  Monthly  Snap Shot   

      

  Income Expenses Net Income 

October General Fund                   26,437                    20,179                      6,258  

    

YTD - 2022                 206,424                  199,876                      6,548  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2022                   20,277                    19,987                         290  

From The Membership Committee-  
 

SAVE THE DATE                                                                                                                                                                          
Lumberjack Sunday is coming back in 2023!                                                                                                                        
Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 22nd.                                                                                                                        
We will be serving Lumberjack fare (stew, beans and pie)  after church  Then we will have fun with hilarious Minute 
to Win-It challenges.  This is a great event for all ages, especially families with school age kids and teens.  It isn’t a 
potluck, but we will be asking for a group of volunteers to bring their favorite stew or baked bean recipes.  
 

“WE MISS YOU”                                                                                                                                                                               
The Bible tells us that me must go after people from our faith community who have drifted away from our church 
fellowship.  If there is someone that you have not seen for awhile, please connect with them and let them know 
that they are missed.  Advent and Christmas are great times to encourage people to come back to church. Of 
course, the other side of the coin is to introduce herself to visitors, invite them to fellowship time, and keep up our 
reputation as a friendly church.  It takes all of us! 
 

THANKS TO OUR NEW BAKING GROUP                                                                                                                                        
We have had cookies, quick breads, and pie to serve at the fellowship time after church since this new group be-
gan in October.  Watch the Monday/Friday emails for the next baking date.  Having frozen goodies available makes 
it easy for people to serve coffee time on Sundays. 
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS                                                                                                                                                                          
Do you know of a student who would enjoy some friendly contact from their home church?  Please contact Lori 
Olson (218-391-7759) with their address. Would you like to offer encouragement to a student?  Let Lori know also.         



Coordinators:  
Carolyn Orlich & Stephanie Zimmer 

 

The captain will contact you if there is a need for help 
serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 

 

            Karen Anderson Margaret Cass     
            Sandy Hansen  Mary Hanson 
            Marva Jean Hutchens Carol Kerr  
            Mandy Lakso-Norton Jen Lund   
            Kathy Pliska  Cindy Ridley  
            Candice Kortekaas Margy Strock 
            Sheila Weeks  Carrie Zimmer 

         
  
 

 5    Ross & Margaret Cass 

 17  Kent & Darla Kirwin 

 28  Matthew & Carlee Buchacker 

    

     

    2    Jane Todd 
  3    Roni Skoglund  
  7    Sue Kolka 
  8    Keith Lightfoot 
  14  Patricia Kutzorik 
  17  Madison Williams 
  20  Bill Hagenbuck   
  20  Muriel Johnson-Fattic 
  20  Jen Lund 
  21  Abigail Zimmer 
  21  Bob Mitchell 
  22  Nancy O'Toole 
  23  Joni Namyst 
  23  Nevaeh Sisco 
  26  Arnold Hietala 
  26  Deb Hagenbuck 
 

 

NO BAKE PEANUT BUTTER BALLS 
 

INGREDIENTS 
1 cup powdered sugar 
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter  
3 Tablespoons butter, softened  
1 pound candy coating white chocolate  

 

INSTRUCTIONS 
In a medium mixing bowl, combine sugar, peanut butter and butter; mix well. Shape into 1 -inch balls and place 
on a waxed or parchment paper lined cookie sheet. Chill for 30 minutes or until firm. Melt the white candy 
coating in a microwave safe bowl (defrost at 30 second increments) until smooth. Dip balls and place on lined 
cookie sheet to harden. 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, ly-
ing in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:  
“Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 7-14 KJV 


