
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

May Sunday Schedule 
Services at 10:00 am 

May 1 Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) 
 Rev. 5:11-14 
 John 21:1-9 
 
May 8 Acts 9:36-43 
 Rev. 7:9-17 
 John 10:22-30 
 
May 15 Acts 11:1-18 
 Rev. 21:1-6 
 John 13:31-35 
 
May 22 Acts 16:9-15 
 Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5 
 John 14:23-29 
 
May 29 Acts 16:16-34 
 Rev. 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 
 John 17:20-26 
 
June 5 Acts 2:1-21 
 Romans 8:14-17 
 John 14:8-17, (25-27)   
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United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

May 2022 

 THANK YOU FROM KENTUCKY CONFERENCE: “Your heart and generosity 
are inspiring and your financial contribution is truly making a difference.  
Your gift - along with other from across our Conference and beyond - are 
supporting our immediate efforts of sheltering, feeding, cleaning and sup-
porting volunteer teams for tornado victims in Kentucky.” 

GRACE HOUSE:  Thank you to everyone who continues to volunteer at the shelter.  Volun-
teers are still needed to serve the overnight & breakfast shifts. Dinner shifts are available 
from 5 – 7pm if anyone is interested.  If you would like to prepare a dinner meal and drop it 
off, it would be much appreciated as well.  Tuesdays and Thursdays we still attend the Com-
munity Café.  The requirement for volunteers to be vaccinated has been lifted.  Basically 
masks are encouraged, but it is what you are comfortable with.  The volunteer email ad-
dress; volunteers@gracehousemn.org. This is a good way to connect with the volunteer co-
ordinator or by phone 218-326-2790.  
 

UMCOR DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE:  Donations have been coming in during April.  We will 
share the total amount sent to UMCOR in the June Mission News. 

RUMMAGE SALE:  Spring Cleaning?? Please keep in mind the annual UMC Rummage Sale 
which will be held on July 7 & 8.  You can start bringing your items on June 27 to the 
Multi-Purpose room.  We will keep you updated as we get closer to July. 

MONTHLY MISSION:  The May mission will be donations of items needed for Grand Vil-
lage.  The following message from Amanda Altringer, Life Enrichment Director, was re-
ceived with the list of items:  “God bless you and your families. We have stayed 
strong through these last couple years and remain to deliver positive days ahead for our 
residents daily. We appreciate that you all have taken the time to continually think of us 
and support us in the ways you can.” 

Small Kleenex packs  Men & Women’s body sprays Chapstick 
Women’s lotions  Hair Clips & Ponies bands Pencils & Pens 
Large print word puzzle books Small Notebooks  Markers 
Adult Coloring Books  Colored Pencils  Crayons 
If you would like to donate, please help us fill the shopping cart during the month of May. 
 

COAT RACK:  In hopes that winter is over and spring is here, we are getting questions 
about coats.  We have found in the past two years that people are not interested in long 
coats or wool coats.  We would appreciate it if you would take those coats to the Salva-
tion Army or Good Will.   L & M has given us an excellent "deal" on boots which we are 
storing until October.  However, we have a very limited amount of open storage space in 
the garage and will appreciate it if you will save your winter wear donations until 
fall.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, 
but we hope that you will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 

NEWS 
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Pastor’s Corner: 

“God is faithful”.  A good thought to keep in your heart & mind.  It’s not always easy.  I 
think of Israel in exile. I think of Abraham struggling to keep trusting in God’s priomise. I 
think of Jesus’ own struggle in the garden. 

So, I feel a bit embarrassed a little to whine about the length of winter.  Today, as I write this there are only 11 days 
of April left and for the 5th week in a row we’re expecting snow.  Today’s forecast says it could be up to 5 inches. It 
seems winter simply will not go away.  “When will this dark time pass?” 

But then I remember Easter!  “…While it was still dark.”  When Mary comes to the tomb, Resurrection has already 
happened!  In the “nights”, the darkness’s, the storms of our lives, God is already doing the work of Resurrection! 
Yes, there’s snow forecasted but where I can not see, Spring is already happening!  Birds are returning to our feed-
ers, Sap is already flowing (my friends who tap trees have been quite busy in the past weeks), While my attention 
might be drawn to the cold and flakes of snow, the truth of the coming season has already begun and is happening. 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding…” (Proverbs 3:5).  In the times 
when God seems distant or not attending to your prayers…Remember the unseen resurrection activity that has hap-
pened and is happening in your life and in the world.  Let’s not “lean on our own understandings”.  What we know 
is limited for we are limited.  I can’t see past the horizon of my experience but God is already about the work of rec-
onciliation, renewal, and resurrection!  “Easter”, God’s redemptive work has already and continues to break forth!  
Like Mary, we need to run and catch up with it!  One of the joys of following and living with Jesus is the invitation 
Christ gives to you & I, and each & all to participate in this redemptive movement!!   

We (the Church – not the institution but movement of God’s work of Mercy and Justice done by those who seek to 
follow the Way of Jesus and claim Him to be Christ of their lives) are the Easter People!  We can, through the grace 
of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, live, act, serve, and witness to the work of God’s transforming action in the 
world.  In fact, I believe Christ is counting on the Church!  What transformation might we see in the world if the 
Church would live into the Easter promise of Renewal, Reconciliation, Redemption, and Living in New Ways of Grace 
and Justice with Humility?! 

Sometimes the dark moments, the storms of our lives, the chaos of violence and hate, and the times when 
“winterish seasons” refuse to let go of our lives – can seem to overwhelm and out last us. But the Truth is…God Is 
Faithful and Easter Has Happened and Christ Is Risen….indeed!! 

Be God’s,   

Pastor Jim 

A Message from your Lay Leader: 

I hope that by the time this newsletter arrives we will be seeing signs of spring and have winter behind us for 
now.  A welcome home to our members who have returned from their warmer weather winter locations. 

I would like to welcome our new church members.  It is wonderful to see our church family growing.   

I also want to thank the people who contributed to the collection of Lenten Devotionals.  I enjoyed reading one 
each day during the Lenten Season.  I found a different perspective when I read how someone else views things.  

Springtime blessings to you all. 

~Wendy 



Our Advance monthly offering YTD is $14,997. The above monthly average amount has been adjusted to account 
for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church. We try to be careful stew-
ards of your gifts. 

A Message from the Ad Council: GRUMC Purchase Request Form – Policy 

In February of this past year the Finance Committee proposed, and the Administrative Council approved a Purchase 
Request Policy and developed a corresponding Purchase Request Form.  The Policy requires anyone with purchase 
authority for the Church to fill out the Purchase Request Form 30 days in advance of making a purchase for the 
Church.  The Policy and Form are designed, not to slow down the purchases for the Church or cause any hardships 
for any those working hard for the Church.  Rather, it has been designed and approved to help the Church better 
manage its finances.  Here’s how the Policy helps the Church: 
 

• By following the Policy and filling out the Form the Church can better manage its Cash Flow.  We will know 
what’s being purchased, for what and for when. 

• It helps with Planning for the Church’s programs, events, ministry and mission.  By thinking forward, planning in 
advance, about a Church activity we will have a better event, ministry, etc. 

• It is a tremendous help to the staff and volunteers to Better Manage our Finances.  They receive the filled-out 
form and will know what account will be used to fund the request and for what amount.  Our staff and volun-
teers work extremely hard to manage our Church’s finances.  This Policy and filling out the Form in advance is a 
tremendous help to staff and volunteers. 

 

The Policy and Form are not designed to slow down Church functions, or cause problems but to help manage our 
finances and make the Church more efficient.  Please, to all those who have authority to purchase for the Church 
fill out the Purchase Request Form and help move the Church forward.  Forms are available on the wall outside the 
church office door. Completed forms should be turned into the Church Secretary, you can also place them in the 
secretary mailbox located near the Information Desk & Fireside Library. 
 

Thanks Skip Drake 

   March 2022     

   Monthly  Snap Shot   

        

  Income Expenses Net Income 

March  General Fund                   19,937                    18,942                         995  

        

YTD - 2022                   70,544                    59,252                    11,292  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2022                   19,766                    19,750                           16  

Ruth’s Free Wig Closet Update: 
 

First I would like to thank everyone for making this mission possible. 

So far we have helped 10 very happy ladies. They have come from Duluth, Hibbing, Max, Deer River and Grand  
Rapids. Just received a call from a lady in McGreggor. 

It gives the self confidence and a peace of mind to go out in public and even around their family and friends.  
Good for the soul! It is a real blessing.  Remember to keep spreading the word. 

Sharon Rasmussen 



NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 
 

In January, at the Church Conference, an outline of goals from each committee for the next three 
years was submitted for affirmation and commitment to fulfill. The plan was adopted unanimously 
without question. Part of the Finance Committee’s list of goals was to increase the Principal of the CTF 
by  
$250,000 by year end 2024.  Upon further reflection, it does generate a few questions, such as: what is the Congre-
gational Trust Fund and how can we meet the challenge of increasing the principal? 
 

The Congregational Trust Fund was created in 1980 through diligent work of Bill Hamlin, Chuck Becker, Keith Sew-
ard and others. It was crafted to be careful stewards of money that is donated to the fund, so unlike our own per-
sonal investments, the Principal is to be kept in perpetuity and only earnings shall be expended. It was also de-
signed to be a “second mile giving”, not to diminish the stewardship and current support of Church Members. 
 
The Fund is managed by an annually elected committee. One of the duties of the committee is to recommend an 
annual disbursement according to the formula: 
 Market Value – Amount Invested 
 Retain at least 10% of the Amount Invested for fluctuation 
 Pay out approximately 5% of the growth and earnings. 
 

At the end of 2021 the Principal was $457,775 with a Market Value of $580,039. So, by formula the committee 
could recommend between $22,888 and $29,002 for Pay Out. 
The CTF Committee recommended and Church Conference authorized a disbursement of $25,000 for 2022. 
 

Then the Pay Out is to be distributed by the following formula: 
 10% for Outreach beyond our Local Church and Community or $2,500. 
 45% for Outreach within the Local Church and Community or $11,500. 
45% for Capital Improvements including modernization of facilities and/or equipment, and/or major maintenance 
or repair not contemplated in advance of the annual budget, or $11,500. 
 

As the amount of the Principal is increased, more money will be available to invest in emerging ministries 
 

The proceeds from the CTF is not the glue that holds the church together. Rather, think of it as the lubricant to set 
the wheels in motion for our ministry 
 

To meet the challenge goal, you will being hearing more about the efforts to increase to Principal and celebrating 
what we have been able to do and are doing. The first effort will be a Fifth Sunday Special Offering For Our Future.  
Each year there are 4 Fifth Sundays. Our first offering will be May 29th. Watch  for the special  mailing that will be 

Thank you to the Cinnamon Roll Team!  Justine Williams coordinated the effort with the help of 

Madeline Larson, Kelsie Zimmer, Allayna Maki, Kiley & Kelsey Duffney!  Great job, team.  We raised 

over $450. 

As we look to the last couple of months of Spring Semester meetings, we’re planning an End-of-School-Year party 

and looking to the Summer. We have a Weekend Retreat at Northern Pines (July 29th -31st) and a Concert weekend 

in Duluth for the City On the Hill Christian Concert (Aug. 5th & 6th). 

We had a GREAT lock-In the weekend of April 8th & 9th.  Games, Swimming at the YMCA, Movies, Worship, Faith 

Discussions, Midnight Make-Your-own-Pizza, Guest Panel Interviews, ….just some of the stuff. So fun, the group 

decided to have one in the Fall!    

The Youth Group has also mentioned Car Washes they hope to have during summer months.  We’ll have to set 

dates for those also.  While it may seem that things are winding down, in fact there is much yet to do, prepare and 

plan for!!  Please make it a priority to attend the May 4th, 18th, and June 1st meetings! 



Sunday School 

We had a great turnout on Easter Sunday! It was so fun to see the kids again! May 22nd is our last day 

of Sunday School, please join us for a special celebration that day.  Our theme for the celebration will 

be “Footprints” there will have activities, graduation recognition and treats. 

Membership & Evangelism: 
 

LET’S PUT NAMES TO FACES! 
The Membership Committee is eager for EVERYONE to know each other by NAME!  Whew!  That’s a 
challenge, but we can certainly all improve and have some fun too. 
 

Your first assignment is to send a photo of yourself with a PET.  Include your first and last names as well as the 
name of your pet.  If you don’t have a pet but want to join the fun, include a photo of a grand-dog, grand-cat or 
even a neighbor animal.  We will send out a few pictures each week in the Friday Forecast email and post them on 
the screen on Sunday after the live streaming is shut off.   When the pet photos have been exhausted, there will be 
other opportunities to share photos (travel, holiday, seasons, etc.) 
We hope you will participate often and learn about your church family. 
 

SEND PET PHOTOS IN MAY TO: Nancy O’Toole at nlotoole@me.com 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO JUNE, WE’LL BE ASKING FOR FISHING PHOTOS! 
 

RHUBARB FESTIVAL 
Plans are being made for a Rhubarb Festival after church on June 12th.  People will be encouraged to attend that 
day and invite guests.  Will Methodist pie be offered? Maybe!  
Please contact Nancy O’Toole 218-256-7711 if you would like to be on this committee. 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
Cake will be served after church May 22nd for three high school graduates:  Beau Linder, Walker Ritter, & Gracie 
Zimmer.  We hope you can attend to offer these young people your encouragement & congratulations.   
 

WELCOME DESK 
Greeters are needed for the Welcome Desk as well as someone to take over scheduling.   If we can continue to 
have people check in, it is much easier to keep track of attendance for church records as well as notice who may 
need special attention.  Serving at the desk would be a very good way for new members to learn the names of our 
church family as well as being recognized by others. Instructions will be provided.  Sign up at the desk and consider 
taking one Sunday a month. (1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.) 

BREEZE GRUMC ONLINE DIRECTORY: 

The Breeze GRUMC Online Directory is now active. If you have an email address with us you can request to receive 
an email with instructions for accessing our new online directory.  

If you were not in our last GRUMC directory and would like to be included in the online directory, please notify 
Jodi in the church office <secretary@umcgrmn.org>.  

If you have not given the church your email address and would like to be included in the directory, please send the 
information to Jodi in the church office.  

Note that you must have an email address listed with us in order to view the directory. If you have any questions 
or difficulty setting up your member account, please contact Jodi at the church office. 

mailto:nlotoole@me.com
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Welcome New Members! 

Ann Ochoa Andrew & Ashley Buell Sharon Rasmussen 

Mike & Roni Skoglund Doug Vodnick Matthew, Carlee &  

Hallee Buchacker 



FIRESIDE READERS  
The Fireside Readers will be reading and discussing the book “The Book of Longings” by Sue Monk 
Kidd.  This story in this book is about Jesus marrying a woman named Ana. We have been informed by 

those who have already read it that it is a pretty unique book.  It should be an interesting discussion.  If you are in-
terested in joining us, we will be meeting on Monday May 23rd at 6:30 pm at the church.   

GETTING ACQUAINTED:   

Hi Everyone~ 
 

A little about us! Kurt was raised in Darwin, MN attending St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Litchfield, MN where he was 
confirmed. He graduated from Litchfield High School and went on to College at NDSU graduating with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration. 
  

I grew up in Deer River, Mn attending the Deer River UMC where I was confirmed.  I started taking college courses 
in the evenings when I was in 10th grade at Itasca Community College in Grand Rapids.  I continued to take both 
high school and college classes for my junior and senior year graduating with my high school class.  
   

After school both Kurt and I embarked on the beginning of what has now turned into banking careers that have ex-
ceeded 30 years each. Kurt is currently the Executive Vice President of Woodland Bank and I am a Mortgage Loan 
Processor. Aside from work we like to be involved in our community through various organizations that we have 
served with over the years. Currently Kurt is a Fireman/First responder with the Cohasset Fire Dept. (28 yrs.) and I 
serve on the Board for the GRACE House.  
 

My journey with GRUMC started when I attended a baptism in 2002 and was greeted at the door by Dick Synhorst. I 
left the church that day feeling so welcomed and part of something special.  Kurt started attending with me in 2008 
and we were married in the church by Marva Jean Hutchens in 2010. 
 

Between us we have 4 adult children.  Erik lives in Grand Rapids and is married with 2 children and one on the way!  
He works for the State of Minnesota.  Nic also lives in Grand Rapids and is married with one child.  He works at Nel-
son Wood Shims in Cohasset.  Madison lives in Bemidji and just got married last June, they are content with their 
two dogs for now!  She is employed at Sanford Hospital in the Surgical Department. Blake lives in Cohasset.  He 
works over the road, currently in Worthington, for Brink Construction as a lineman. 
  

We have a cabin in Lake Bronson, MN and love to spend time there especially with family. Other free time is spent 
traveling, camping, cooking, gardening or most anything outdoors!   We love tending to our apple and plum trees 
and raising chickens and turkeys each spring to share with family.   
 

We look forward to seeing everyone again in person now that the pandemic will allow it!  
 

Kurt & Julie Werner 

“Perhaps you sent a lovely card, or sat quietly in a chair. Perhaps you sent those beautiful flowers, that we saw 
sitting there. Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, as any friend could say. Perhaps you were not there at all, just 
thought of us that day.” 

The family of David Green would like to thank our family and friends for the kind expressions of sympathy, masses, 
monetary gifts, food, and sympathy cards in our time of great sorrow. 

Your comforting expressions of sympathy will always be remembered with deep gratitude.  

Respectfully, the family of David Green. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Joanne Dashel would like to thank you everyone for the cards, phone calls and visits as she is re-
covering from a broken ankle. She is now back home. 



Coordinator:  
Alice Anderson &  

              Marilyn Hutchins 
The captain will contact you if there is a need for help 

serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 
 

 Chuck Becker Patricia Browne
 Jodel Crecelius Barb Green 
 Patricia Kutzorik Faye Mostoller
 Mary Helen Pelton Sandie Price
 Nancy Shaw Julia Statsman
 Jane Todd  Ellen Verry 

     1 Dave & Marilyn Hutchins 

    1 Bob & Donna Schuder 

    2 Ron & Justine Williams 

    4 Ken & Carol Kerr 

    9 Jim & Cindy Ridley 

 13 Randy & Marcia Brennan 

 13 Duane & Mary Hill 

 21 Dave & Pam Bloom 

 25 Bruce & Bonnie Larson 

 25 Jim & Gretchen Danielson 

 26 Kurt & Julie Werner 

 28 Ron & Michele Olson 

 30 Pat & Joni Namyst 

 30 Joel & Lisa Zimmer 

    

     

  3    Barb Green 

  4    David Watson 

  5    Nancy Grose 

  7    Dennis O'Toole 

  7    Nancy Tank 

  7    Marlene Zabel 

  8    Ronald Olson 

  9    Mary Ritter 

10    Ardith Voehl 

11    Bertha Hamilton 

11    Paula Hamm 

11    Madeline Larson  

11    Faye Mostoller 

12    June Johnson 

13    Scott Hauser 

 

13    Kathy Mahaffey 

15   Mary Helen Pelton 

15   Harry Huffer 

16   Jani Jordan-Kienitz 

18   Jim Tulek 

19   Lucille Walsh 

20   Bonnie Drake 

20   Jane Gilbert 

20   Tysen Lenzen 

21   Josh Larson 

26   Lois Nelson 

26   Lisa Randall 

30   Sandra Grina 

30   Chuck Becker 

    

PRAYER SHAWLS:   

Participants of With These Hands Knit and Crochet 
have made prayer shawls which are displayed on the 
rack located near the information desk. If you know of 
someone in need of prayer, comfort and God’s love, 
please feel free to take a shawl for them. We ask you 
to leave the name of the recipient, the name of the 
donor, and the date on the clipboard that we have on 
a shelf near the prayer shawls, so we don't give more 
than one to an individual.  

All-Church Clean-up Week May 2-7, 2022 

All Committees should be organizing and/or cleaning 
their closets or area in the garage. If items are not going 
to be use again, either save for rummage sale or put into 
dumpster.  

Kitchen: The kitchen is now open after two years! As 
part of clean-up week lets make sure all the dishes, 
cooking utensils, silverware and cupboards have a good 
cleaning. 

Job sheet & Sign-up sheet will be on information desk. 

Thanks 

Trustee's 


