
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

August Sunday Schedule 
Services at 9:30 am 
 

       
Aug. 1   2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 
   Ephesians 4:1-16 
   John 6:24-35 
     
Aug. 8    2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
   Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
   John 6:35, 41-51 
 
Aug. 15    1 Kings 2:10-12: 3:3-14 
   Ephesians 5:15-20 
   John 6:51-58 
 
Aug. 22    1 Kings 8: select verses 
   Ephesians 6:10-20 
   John 6:56-69 
 
Aug. 29   Song of Solomon 2:8-13 
   James 1:17-27 
   Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
Sept. 5   Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
   James 2:1-10, 11-13, 14-17 
   Mark 7:24-37 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
 

Administrator 
Jodi Martin 

 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

Gretchen Bensen 
 
 

Ready Set Grow  
Preschool 

Mary Hanson 
Shari Tverberg 

 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 
9:00-1:00 

 

August 2021 

How welcome was the rain the other day!?  It’s been a dry Summer.  It wasn’t 
much but it was some and more is in the forecast.  Jodel and I have really had to 
keep the sprinkler going this Summer once or twice a week. 
So much of gardening ties into my faith & theology.  To begin with, just working 

in the dirt and being physically connected and interacting with God’s creation is renewing for my 
mental and spiritual health.  But here are three aspects of gardening that are touchstones of my 
relationship with God. 
 

 The seeds. All potential within just a little seed is amazing!  Left by itself – nothing.  But if you 
place it in the nurturing and nutrient rich soil, it becomes something completely new.  It doesn’t 
even look like it’s old self!  Scripture tells us that we become a new being in Christ.  “The old is 
past away.  The new is come.”  When we place ourselves within the loving, nurturing, and bless-
ing richness of a relationship with Christ we become a fully new person!  Rooted firmly in a rela-
tionship with God we “Grow toward the light of Christ.  As the stem looks nothing like the seed, 
so our new self takes on a whole new “Look” of Abundant Life!  The potential of the seed begins 
to release itself into a living plant.  In like manner, the potential of oneself releases in the nur-
ture of God’s love and we begin to see new life in ourselves.   
 

As with a plant, Jesus tells us that our purpose is to “bear Fruit”.  Nothing like picking ripe toma-
toes from a garden!  All the vitamins and nutrition of the pant is in its fruit!  As we grow in Christ, 
we bear the fruit of Love and Justice, of Holiness and God’s Righteousness.  All the basic 
“Building blocks” of the Kingdom of God are there within our lives as we bear the fruit of the Ris-
en Christ within us!  But if the fruit just hangs on the plant, it will over ripen and be wasted.  We 
need to allow God to use us and the fruit of our lives for the work of God’s purposes in the 
world.  But look again in the fruit…seeds!  It’s not about us.  The potential for the future of the 
movement of God through Jesus the Christ is there in the fruit we bear.  It goes past, beyond our 
lives.  The seed in the fruit are the future. As we open ourselves to the nurturing power of resur-
rection, our “fruit” carries the seeds of possibility for the new things God will be doing in both 
our future and the future which extends beyond our lives 
 

Weeds!  Oy, the bane of gardening.  To have a productive and healthy garden you need to keep 
the weeds out.  How true in our lives also.  Weeds are the sin, brokenness, destructive habits & 
choices we make.  The worst choice you can make about weeding is letting it go.  The best and 
easiest way to weed is to get after it each day.  Then there are fewer weeds and they’re not es-
tablish well in the soil and pull out with the least amount of effort.  The same is true in our lives.  
In dealing with “un fun” stuff we all find ourselves procrastinating.  We need to daily confess 
ourselves to God, address our sin and brokenness.  In daily availing ourselves to God’s for-
giveness we don’t allow sin to gain much of a foothold in our lives and we will find it much easier 
to overcome it. 
 

During this season of summer and gardening, may you discover or avail yourself more of God’s 
nurturing presence.  May you bear the fruit of resurrection and experience new life in Jesus, the 
Christ.  And may you see the old self, giving way to new growth and new life in the Spirit of the 
Living God! 
Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 



UMC RUMMAGE SALE – SUCCESS!!  We sold $2,890 worth of treasures.  The monies 

have been put into the General Fund to be used as needed.  Thank you to the everyone 

who donated items, set up the tables and moved everything donated from the garage 

into the church, organized the treasures, helped during the sale days and cleaned up 

afterwards.  Roberta from Animal Rescue and Karen from Clara’s Cupboard came in and took most of the lefto-

vers.  The Rummage Shelves in the garage are empty!  Feel free to bring your items to the garage at your conven-

ience.  You can get the key from Jodi or Pastor Jim. 

COAT RACK UPDATE:  We have been blessed with a grant from Lake Country Power for $2,000 and from Rotary 

for $1,250.  Thank you to Lisa Randall for writing the grants!  We also received a donation from The Our Redeemer 

Ladies for $1000.00. These monies will be used to purchase snow pants, boots, waterproof gloves (for elementary 

children) and XXL size coats as needed.  Watch for information as to when to bring your used winter wear in. 

GRACE HOUSE UPDATE:  SAVE THE DATE!!  The annual GRACE House Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser will be held at 

the VFW Club on Saturday, August 7, 2021 from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Tickets will be $10.00 with all proceeds 

benefitting Itasca County’s only Homeless Shelter.  The $5 dinner fundraiser raffle tickets will be available for sale.  

Pre-purchase is encouraged!  You can purchase the tickets from Kay Klingman or at the shelter.   

There have been 99 guests sheltered in 2021 from January through June for a total of 1625 bed nights.  The shel-

ter has been 90% full and 748 meals have been served.  The staff is doing everything they can to provide a safe 

and healthy environment for guests, volunteers and staff.  Volunteers are always needed.  If you are available, 

please call 218-326-2790. 

As always, we don’t expect everyone to donate to every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will 

prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

 

NEWS 

HIGHLIGHTERS 
DRY ERASE MARKERS 
PINK ERASERS 
FOLDERS 
COMPOSITION NOTEBOOKS 
WIRE-BOUND NOTEBOOKS 
WATERCOLOR PAINT BOXES 
PLASTIC PENCIL BOXES 
PENCIL BAGS 
3-RING BINDERS (1″) 
3-RING BINDERS (3″) 
PENS (BLUE OR BLACK) 
PENCIL TOP ERASERS  
 

PENCILS (REGULAR AND MECHANI-
CAL) 
PENCIL SHARPENERS 
COLORED PENCILS 
MARKERS 
COLOR CRAYONS 
SCHOOL GLUE 
GLUE STICKS 
3 X 3 POST-ITS 
SCISSORS 
ZIPLOC BAGS (QUART SIZE) 
DISINFECTING WIPES 
HAND SANITIZER  
  

As in the past, GRUMC will be a collection site for the “Stuff the Bus” School Supply Drive organized by the 1000 

Lakes United Way.  We will collect donations during the month of August, look for a bin in the narthex.  If you 

know of a student in need, you can go to this website to request a backpack for the child  https://bit.ly/uwlsb-rs  

ITEMS NEEDED FOR DONATION: 

https://bit.ly/uwlsb-rs


 

Qualified Charitable Donations:  Did you know that anyone born in 1949 or before and is 72 by 
12/31/21, can make a direct gift to a qualified charity without owing income tax on a direct gift from 
an IRA?  This donation will give you a tax benefit and should it be made to GRUMC, would be greatly 
appreciated.  Check with your tax consultant for more information.  Further information on a re-
quired minimum distribution (RMD) will be available from the finance committee in the near future.  

We have had the benefit of a PPP SBA loan for February and March which has paid our Salaries and utility expens-
es for those months.  Going Forward we will be relying on our membership again to fund our ministries.  Advance 
monthly offering income of $20,629 has been received so far this year.  The above monthly average amount has 
been adjusted to account for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.  
We try to be careful stewards of your gifts. 

 

        

  June 2021    

   Monthly  Snap Shot   

      

  Income Expenses Net Income 

June - General  fund                   18,102                    16,840                      1,262  

    

YTD - 2021                 141,995                    89,422                    52,573  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2021                   21,947                    14,904                      7,043  

SO I’M A METHODIST AND … Conflict and Schisms.   

As is often the case, everything does not always run smoothly. The founding period was not without serious prob-
lems, especially for the Methodists. Conflict between Methodism’s structure and values and American cultural 
norms (especially over episcopacy, episcopacy, race, and slavery) sometimes led to schism. In 1792, James O’Kelly 
founded the Republican Methodists to reduce the authority of bishops. Richard Allen (1760-1831), an emancipated 
slave and Methodist preacher who was mistreated because of his race, left the church and in 1816 organized The 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. For similar reasons, The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church was begun in 
1821. In 1830, about 5,000 preachers and laypeople left the denomination because it would not grant representa-
tion to the laity or permit the election of presiding elders (district superintendents). This new body was called The 
Methodist Protestant Church, which in 1939 united with The Methodist Episcopal Church and The Methodist Episco-
pal Church, South, to become The Methodist Church. In 1843, abolitionist preachers Orange Scott and Luther Lee 
formed the Wesleyan Methodist Church over Methodism’s weakening prohibition against slaveholding. Other insti-
tutions also developed. By 1841, Methodists, Evangelicals, and United Brethren had all begun denominational mis-
sionary societies. Sunday schools were encouraged in every place where they could be started and maintained. In-
terest in education was also evident in the establishment of secondary schools and colleges. By 1845, each had insti-
tuted courses of study for their preachers to ensure that they had a basic knowledge of the Bible, theology, and pas-
toral ministry. 

Next month… Division in America and Expansion Overseas. 

United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist Pub-
lishing House. Kindle Edition.  



 FIRESIDE READERS:  

Our selection for August 23th will 
be  ISLAND OF THE SEA WOMEN by 
Lisa See.There are several copies within the Arrowhead 
region as well as audio versions.  

We will meet at church at 6:30 PM. All are welcome to 
join us. If you need assistance securing the book, please 
call Michele 218-259-2671. 

Hello Youth and Youth Families, 

 Hope you’re having a great Summer!  Make the most of these weeks of warmth, free time, 

Summer Jobs, swimming, family trips, and all the rest of this season's blessings! 

It’s been a great idea to meet through the Summer!  All the Summer meetings are both Jr. 

High & Sr. High together.   

  

The dates of meetings for August are: 

Wednesday, Aug. 11th 

Wednesday, Aug. 25th 

 Sunday, Aug. 15th, Weiner Roast/ Smore’s/ Flashlight Tag night and sleep over/camp out at Pastor Jim and Jodel's 

house.  Starts at 7:00 pm 

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Groups "End-of Summer" trip to Valley Fair.  We leave Tuesday, August 24th.  Stay over at 

Simpson UMC in Minneapolis.  Spend Wednesday, August 25th, at Valley Fair.  Home around 9:00 pm . 

We’re still working on connecting with other UMC churches area Northeast and North Central Minnesota to have a 

regional meeting on Sunday September 12th.  

 Be God’s, Pastor Jim 

Thank you to those who helped do the weeding around 
the building! You are so very appreciated! Your hard 
work makes our church look so much more inviting and 
welcoming.  

ATTENTION! 

PEOPLE WHO DO NOT HAVE EMAIL!!! 

Did you know you can access the Monday Mes-
sage and the Friday Forecast (formerly Thought 
for the Day message) just by calling the church 
office (218-327-2216)?  Jodi records the infor-
mation so you can listen on your telephone.   You 
can call any day or any time and you will hear the 
most recent message.   Just press 1 when prompt-
ed and you can keep up on all the events and 
news of GRUMC.   

A heartfelt thank you to the 
Methodist church family for 
the cards of support and car-
ing, both in February and last 
week for Jim's service, and for 
all the extra work involved in 
putting a Celebration of Life 
on.  I had so many compli-

ments on the slide show, Pastor Jim's service, the 
music and friendly ladies serving the lunch.  A friend 
told me "I felt so uplifted through the whole ser-
vice...I think it's the nicest service I have attended!". 
That's exactly what I (and am sure Jim) want-
ed.  Thank you again and look forward to getting to 
know you all better and to help serve others when 
needed.  Faye Mostoller 



 
LAYING IT ON THE LINE  By Michele Olson, Lay Leader 

Frustration! Darn! Things just aren’t going the way I planned! And I had such good plans, so carefully 
thought out and then… Does this ever happen to you?  

For instance, I had such perfect plans for my gardens this year. Beginning the end of last summer and all through the 
winter, I thought and planned  and made notes on what the flowerbeds and the vegetable beds would grow this 
year. Plans that started last year when I learned what worked and what didn’t come out so well. I made notes: “next 
year plant a bleeding heart to the west side of the mock orange” and “don’t bother with cauliflower - too hard to 
keep from getting sunburned” and “carrots grew best in the south east bed”. And so, in late spring I cleaned beds 
and planted and watered and waited. At first, all was promising and then the factors I can’t control took over. 

First, temperatures so cold that nothing wanted to rise above the dirt. Then temps warmed and suddenly I could see 
plants growing daily. Then another switch in weather and the heat and drought arrived. It was time to face the 
truth. I was not really in charge of the “world” around me.  

Such a little thing … how your gardens grow … but very emblematic of what often happens in our lives. We can plan 
and do our very best, but at some point we know that things outside our purview will take control.  

It reminds me a bit of the way I felt about “snow days” when I first learned of them on moving to Minnesota in 
1968: days when there was just too much snow for travel, days when we stayed home, days when whatever might 
have been supposed to happen, could not happen. I used to think of these “snow days” as days sent by God to re-
mind us that He is in charge. And also to cause us to slow down and truly experience the world we have. I loved the 
peacefulness of those days. 

Beyond a simple vegetable or flower garden, many of us have experienced plans this past year and a half that have 
not gone the way we wanted. Choices we made at one time, turned out to not be the best ones later on. It is hard 
not to get downhearted. But we are told not to let setbacks define who we are. 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers (and sisters), whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know the 
testing of your faith develops perseverance. “ James 1:2-3. 

Sometimes setbacks or roadblocks or last minute changes are needed in order to become a more faithful and ma-
ture Christian. Perhaps the result you did not expect has a purpose beyond frustration; perhaps it is necessary to 
help you grow into the best version of yourself. 

 Membership & Evangelism   

Sunday Check-In 

Thanks to everyone who has helped as greeters this summer and assisted with checking in members 
and guests at Sunday services.  People are doing a great job of circling their names on the roster and 
it is helpful to our committee.  We care about you! 

Getting Acquainted 

Faye Mostoller will be writing the GETTING ACQUAINTED feature for the newsletter.  We are grateful to Mary Dew-
ey who wrote many interesting pieces about our members over the years.  If you would like to share interesting in-
formation about yourself so that we can learn more about you, contact Faye  (218-398-7221).  

Funeral Lunches  

Nancy O’Toole and Sherry Thompson have agreed to chair funeral lunches.  The are looking for two other people to 
work with them.  This involves communicating with the family, ordering and picking up the groceries, and supervis-
ing other volunteers as they prepare and serve the food.  If we have four leaders, it should alleviate scheduling con-
flicts due to travel, illness, or other commitments.  Please contact Nancy (218-256-7711) if you feel called to help 
grieving families. 



Coordinator:  
Skip & Bonnie Drake 
 
Chuck & Julia Brewster 

Barbara Brossmer 

Jan Crandall 

Dennie & Irene Driemann 

Joyce Dudley 

Bertha Hamilton 

Arnie Hietala 

Trudy Huffer 

Muriel Johnson-Fattic 

Harriet Lucia 

Joni & Pat Namyst 

Bruce Robinson 

Bob & Ginny Rucinski 

Bette Sigfrinius 

Penny Smeby 

Jim & Rae Stephens 

Leila & Clayton Stevens 

Sandy Williams 

The captain will contact you if 

there is a need for help serving a 

lunch, funeral or other event. 

If you’d like to serve as a 
lay reader during Sunday 
service, please contact the 
church office. 

          

  

4 Bob & Virginia Rucinski 
8 Larry & Patty Christensen 
9 Vern & Katie Sisco 
11 Bruce & Katheryn Aiton 
16 Randy & Sue Kolka 
17 Duane & Peggy Heikkinen 
18 Jack & Jane Todd 
21 Ron & Kay Klingman 
23 Dale & Sue Anderson 
23 Dave & Margy Strock 
24 Tony & Becky Larson 
29 Steve & Stephanie Zimmer 

To be added to 
pray for others, 
or to request 
prayer, contact 

Nancy O’Toole at 

 

We are looking  for 

a couple of volun-

teers to contact the 

members of our 

church community to ensure that we have accurate in-

formation in our church data base. You would be able to 

do this from home and no computer work is required, 

you would only be gathering information and writing it 

on a form. We are hoping to being this project in mid to 

late August. If you would be willing to serve our church 

in this way, please contact Jodi in the office.  

3 Marv Grina 
4 Julie Werner 
5 Larry Christensen 
5 John Scheuer 
11    Gus Kirwin 
11 Cassidy Waller 
12 Emily Ann Zimmer 
15 J. Wesley Zimmerli 
16 Bryan Major 
18 Michael Lentz 
18 Keira Trest 
18 Gavin Simonson 
19 David Green 
20 Sally LaDoux 
20 Mary Tennison 
23 Shirley Habeger 
23 Mike Norton 
25 Tommy Thompson 
26 Gretchen Danielson 
26 Evan Statsman 
27 Joanne Dashel 
28 Linda Rasmussen 
28 Jack Namyst 
29 Jane Bobich 
29 Olivia Hanson 
29 Julia Hanson 
30 Jack Laudenbach 
31    Billy Shaw 

PLEASE CHECK IN EACH SUNDAY 

If you have been back to church, you know that we no 
longer sign our names on pew pads. Attendance is taken 
at the registration desk instead. We want to register your 
attendance for covid tracking and our church records, as 
well as identifying visitors. Please make it a point to stop 

at the desk and circle your first name on the attend-
ance list as you enter the building. You can also pick up a 
printed bulletin. This will be a huge help!  

CHECKING IN AND HAVING ACCURATE CONTACT INFOR-
MATION IN THE CHURCH OFFICE GO HAND IN HAND. IF 
WE NEED TO CONTACT THOSE THAT ATTENDED SER-

For those that wish to continue to worship at home; We will continue to offer our Sunday Service via 
Livestream on YouTube and on ICTV at 4:00pm Tuesdays and 8:00am on Wednesdays. Here is the link for 
our YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC

