September Sunday Schedule
Services at 10:00 am.
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23
James 2:1-10, 11-13, 14-17
Mark 7:24-37

Sept. 12

Proverbs 1:20-33
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Sept. 19

Proverbs 31:10-31
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

Sept. 26

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Oct. 3

Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
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day, September 12th, Worship will
begin at 10:00 am! Sunday school,
Christian Education classes and Fellowship
time will begin at 9:00 am.
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a broken world

STAFF

What a blow we had a month ago! The trees down all-around town, damage
to our own church building, siding peeled off and other damage to buildings in
the area. Some of those trees are pretty good sized! Go look at the Southeast
corner of the church property.

Storms come into all our lives. Sometimes, they’re of our own doing; but there are times
when, in the midst of life, things just happen. People often look about for blame and “why”
of a crisis or hard time. Ask a guy named “Job” about that way of thinking. What caught my
eye and raised my spirit was the way neighbor reached out to neighbor. How members of
the church came together and worked hard to clean up and set things straight again. After
all the clutter and damage, people looked about and sought to lend a hand to one another. Especially the elderly and those who might not have the resources to do so. Many of our
shut-ins had helping hands just “show up” and start clearing. Kindness, compassion, selflessness are deeply infused into the character of Christ and the expressions of love Jesus askes
us to show to one another.

In the gospel of Mark, a group of friends bring a friend to Jesus so he might be healed. The
Rev. James Crecelius crowd around Jesus is so large that they can’t get through. The friends then take the one to
the roof, tear it open and lower him down so that Jesus might heal him. In the scripture it
says, “When Jesus saw their (the friends) faith,….” And Jesus heals the man. Notice Jesus
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does so because of the faith of the friends, not because of what the paralytic did or said. We
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bring forth the Commonwealth of Christ in the works of kindness and the actions of Justice! We are doing Holy work and allowing ripple effects of the eternal to spread out into
the everyday when we help, give of our time in kindness, listen to one who needs to share
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and an ear to hear. Jesus says that simply giving water to one who is thirsty is a work of
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grace and expands & augments to the Kingdom of God!
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Not only the shared work in restoration but the way people saw “silver linings” in the events
of that day and those following. Yes, a hole was punched through the roof of the Multipurpose room of the church, but large branches of another tree brushed the window in the
sanctuary that is behind the organ. It did damage to the gutter and soffit but didn’t even
scratch the window! Had that window broken and the sheets of heavy rain that were falling
almost sideways poured onto that organ….?? Oy! And in all that wind, strong enough to
blow over and pull up large trees by the roots, I’ve yet to hear of loss of life. Yay, God!
Even in the midst of the storm, God is with us and not one thing can separate us from God’s
love. “Yea, though I walk in the darkest valley….”. In the midst of the storms of life it is good
to be woven together as church community in the grace of our Lord, Jesus. Who we claim to
be Christ of our lives.

Be God’s, Pastor Jim

NEWS

MISSION MINUTE REQUEST FOR COMMUNITY CONNECT: The 12th annual Community
Connect will be on September 30 at the IRA Civic Center from 11:00 am – 5:00 pm. This
event is an opportunity to connect people with the many services offered in our county.
There is definitely information available for everyone.

The committee has been meeting the past two months and has decided to go ahead with the event this year with
a backup plan if necessary. Due to starting late, we have not yet been notified as to the success of the grant requests. The UMC mission work at the event is to serve a chili lunch to the participants, donate quilts and have an
Open Door Coat Rack booth. The cost of the lunch is generally $400-$500 and is paid by local store gift cards and
grant monies. Because the committee does not know the results of the grant requests at this time, we are offering the opportunity to contribute to the cost of the meal. If you are interested in contributing, please bring your
donation to the UMC office by September 25. Checks should be made out to GRUMC with Community Connect in
the Memo.
COAT RACK UPDATE: Gently used, clean and mended winter wear is being accepted at UMC from our congregation now. There are hangers available for you to put the items outside the church office.
GRACE HOUSE UPDATE: The annual GRACE House Pancake breakfast was held at the VFW and was a great success. 195 people were served a wonderful breakfast and had an enjoyable morning. It was fun seeing so many
UMC guests!!
The new volunteer coordinator is Kirsten Casperson. Her email is kirsten@gracehousemn.org and she can be
reached by phone at our general office number 218-326-2790. Volunteers are especially needed for the overnight
shifts and the breakfast shift. Thru July 2021, the shelter has been 90% full serving 114 guests with 1,909 bed
nights.
As always, we don’t expect everyone to donate to every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will
prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart!

Calling All Ushers and Those Who Were Afraid to Ask to be Ushers:
As we prepare to re-launch our Church Fall Kick-off Celebration on Sunday, September 12th we will also re-launch
our Usher Services, albeit with a few changes. Here is a quick tutorial: We will continue to have two plates in the
entrance of the sanctuary, and two ushers will receive the offering plates from Pastor Jim moving throughout the
sanctuary receiving gifts and offerings from those raising their hands. Returning all offering plates plus any prayer
slips to Pastor Jim when done. We will have three (3) ushers rather than five (5), one Head Usher for the month
and two assistants Ushers will be stationed at each entrance to the sanctuary handing out bulletins, greeting our
worshipers and helping folks find a seat as needed. And, finally ushers will pick up and straighten up the pews at
the end of the service. Head ushers will make sure the Church’s front door, Fellowship double doors and the back
(kitchen entry) door are latched & locked at the end of the service.
With that, we are looking for volunteers to be Head Ushers and Assistants for the months September ’21 through
August 2022. Don’t be shy grab those favorite months NOW! before they are all gone. Or before I begin calling
YOU! All kidding aside we will need to fill the calendar so please volunteer by calling me @ 218-244-7319. I will
answer day or night unless I’m fishing or hunting then you’ll get voicemail. WE are looking for both NEW and EXPERIENCED ushering volunteers so grab that phone and call in NOW! Thanks Skip

July 2021
Monthly Snap Shot
July - General fund

Income
19,250

Expenses
20,583

161,245

110,005

21,807

15,715

YTD - 2021
Monthly average - 2021

Net Income
(1,333)
51,240
6,092

We have had the benefit of a PPP SBA loan for February and March which has paid our Salaries and utility expenses for those months. Going Forward we will be relying on our membership again to fund our ministries. Advance
monthly offering income of $20,629 has been received so far this year. The above monthly average amount has
been adjusted to account for this. Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.
We try to be careful stewards of your gifts.
A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) is a distribution from a Traditional or Roth IRA made directly by the
IRA trustee to a qualified charitable organization when the IRA owner is age 70 ½ or older. A QCD may satisfy
your required minimum distribution (RMD) and up to $100,000 of QCDs may be excluded annually from an
individual’s taxable income. A tax benefit for you and a blessing to UMC. An information sheet on this type of donation is available in the church office.

Getting to Know the GRUMC Community Members:
Bill and Deb Hagenbuck both grew up in the Chicago area. We met at the local True Value store
where we both worked at the end of high school. We went our own ways until we reconnected
four years later in 1977. In 1978 we were married at First United Methodist Church in Downers
Grove, Illinois. Our first home as a couple was located to St. Cloud, Minnesota. We built a new
house in Elk River, Minnesota in 1979 where we did most of the utility and finishing work. Deb
even helped Bill with the plumbing and electrical.
We were blessed with three daughters and a son while residing in Elk River. Bill’s high tech job moved us to Dallas,
Texas in 1989. After twenty three years we found ourselves with seven unoccupied bedrooms between Texas and
Minnesota. We sold our Texas house and took up full time residency at the Hagenbuck family cabin on Siseebakwet
Lake in 2012.
At this time our four children have scattered to the four winds limited our time with our five grandsons and one
granddaughter. Our oldest daughter, her husband and their two sons are missionaries in La Ceiba, Honduras and
receive support in numerous ways from GRUMC. Our son and his wife live in Oklahoma City. Our second daughter, her husband and their two sons live in Washington, D.C. Our youngest daughter, her wife and their son and
daughter live in Alexandria, Virginia.
Deb’s primary hobby is baking, and Bill’s hobby is consuming her failures. We both enjoy fishing on Siseebakwet
Lake. We are also big supporters of the International Wolf Center in Ely, Minnesota where Deb qualified and was
chosen as a Remote Behavioral Specialist observing the introduction of a new wolf pup into the exhibit pack. Bill is
a trained AIS Detector and supports the Itasca County program.
Bill and Deb were both born and raised into Methodist families and have remained Methodist our entire
lives. When we moved to Cohasset in 2012 we started church shopping at GRUMC. Marva Jean welcomed us our
first Sunday. After trying one other church and being ignored we were back just in time for Deb to help with Vacation Bible School.

FIRESIDE READERS:
Our selection for Monday, September 26th at 6:30 PM will be THE BOOK OF LOST FRIENDS by Lisa
Wingate. There are several copies within the Arrowhead region and MnLink gateway as well as
audio versions. Our current plans are to meet at the church in the Choir/Gathering Room as we did in July and August. If there are changes to this format, we will send an email to all who are in the Readers' Email list as well as
put it in the Monday Message and/or Friday Forecast. All are welcome to attend. To add your name to our Readers' Email list, please contact Michele (molson2043@me.com).
The Ball of Deception! Dunt, Dunt, Daaah! Ethan can use it to full effect!
The Flashlight tag was
fun and the hot dogs & Smore’s were delicious! Thanks to Jodel for putting the feast together. By
the time this newsletter goes out we will have had our Valley Fair trip! As we look to September
there are several good ideas and plans in the making. One is to maybe recombine Jr. & Sr. high
youth groups on the same evening. A thought to make it easier on families with youth in both
groups, build even greater momentum, and streamline planning and programing. Having the group begin and end
their time together and split during the meeting when that’s necessary. Seeking a couple church members to be
Youth coordinators to work alongside Pastor Jim in planning and coordinating all this momentum we’ve built in the
last year. A Youth Kick-off event early in the school year. An October (but not too late) campfire and outdoor
game night. Also, going to the Minnesota Annual Conference’s “The Event” to meet with other youth groups of
the conference!

Putting the Word Out – God’s Word!
CALLING ALL KIDS! It’s very exciting to look to this coming Fall and the emphasis on Children’s Ministries. The new time changes for Sunday School, Fellowship Time, and Worship! Starting on Rally Day,
September 12th; Sunday School, Christian Education classes & Fellowship Time will begin at 9:00
am. Followed by our worship Service at 10:00 am.
Our Membership/ Evangelism folk are making that Sunday along with Halloween Sunday (yes, Halloween falls on a
Sunday this year) the first two of 5 Kid Sundays. That means everything that Sunday morning is geared to kids and
families!
On the 12th, come meet our new Education Chairperson, Katie Sisco and some of the teachers for the new program
year! There will be special activities, gifts, and surprises. Worship will be uniquely geared for families with children. Come, be a part of this movement of the Whole Family of God!

Redesigned coffee time:
Besides having a new time (9:00 AM) before church, coffee time will look different this fall. Self
service will be the new model. It will be much easier for volunteers & will not involve home baking or even running the dishwasher. Here are the new directions:
•

Pick up the pre-ordered donuts at Super One. Charge them to United Methodist Church and
sign your name on the order. Save the receipt to put in the secretary’s mailbox.

•

Make coffee in the Bunn carafes as needed. Directions are posted.

•

Set out disposable cups, napkins, cream & sugar packets, & donuts.

•

To clean up: Wipe the tables, put unused items away, clean the coffeemaker (no lifting of the 100 cup urn), dispose of trash.

We do encourage “regulars” to bring their own coffee cup from home each week.
Easy! Then proceed to the sanctuary for worship at 10:00 AM.

LAYING IT ON THE LINE

By Michele Olson, Lay Leader

My mom lived near Nashville, Tennessee for the last 18 years of her life. It was our habit to make the
18-hour drive several times during the year to visit her. Just before an early fall visit in 2003, I came
across and purchased a book by Mitch Albom: The Five People You Meet in Heaven.
On our drive that October from Minnesota through Wisconsin, Illinois, Kentucky and finally tucking down into Tennessee, I read it aloud to Ron. We both thought it was excellent. It’s the story of a man who dies thinking he has
nothing to show for his life and as he enters heaven he meets five different people who help him understand the
value of his life on earth. In the author’s interpretation, “heaven is not a destination, so much as a place where your
life is explained to you, revealing the answer to the eternal question: ‘Why was I here?’”
I left my copy with my mom that October 2003. And she, too, loved it. Little did either of us know that four short
months later, she would be making that last trip.
In the fall of 2004, Fireside Readers was organized at our church. The second book we read was my recommendation of The Five People You Meet in Heaven. I can still remember some of the words of the group who read and discussed it. Some “loved it!” Some “didn’t like it at all!” Some “didn’t want to think about dying”. But none had the
same sense of meaning that I held and continue to hold for that story. For me, it was providential finding that book
and reading it when I did.
A few days ago, I came across another quote from the same author, this time from his book The Time Keeper. "Try
to imagine a life without timekeeping. You probably can’t … Yet all around you, timekeeping is ignored. Birds are not
late. A dog does not check its watch. Deer do not fret over passing birthdays. Man alone measures time … man
alone suffers a paralyzing fear that no other creature endures. A fear of time running out.”
Acts 1:6-8 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

SO I’M A METHODIST AND … Division in America and Expansion Overseas, 1844-1860
John Wesley had been an ardent opponent of slavery. In 1789, the General Rules were officially adopted by American Methodism. A rule forbidding participation in slavery, which had not been deemed necessary in England, was
included. But as Methodism expanded, that prohibition was relaxed or not enforced where slavery was legal. Because membership spanned regions, classes, and races, contention over slavery ultimately split Methodism into separate northern and southern churches.
At the 1844 General Conference, pro-slavery and anti-slavery factions clashed over episcopacy, race, and slavery.
Their most serious conflict concerned one of the church’s five bishops, James O. Andrew, who had acquired slaves
through marriage. After acrimonious debate, the General Conference voted to suspend Bishop Andrew from the exercise of his office so long as he could not, or would not, free his slaves. A few days later, dissidents drafted a Plan of
Separation, which permitted the annual conferences in slaveholding states to separate from The Methodist Episcopal Church in order to organize their own ecclesiastical structure.
The Plan of Separation was adopted and the groundwork laid for the creation of The Methodist Episcopal Church,
South. The United Brethren and The Evangelical Association, being concentrated in northern states, were able to
avoid the passionate struggle that fractured The Methodist Episcopal Church.
Despite conflict and division in America, Methodism continued to expand overseas with missionaries leading the
way in Africa, China, Japan, Korea, South Asia, and Europe.
Next month … The Civil War to World War I, 1860-1913
United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist Publishing House. Kindle Edition.

4 Harry & Trudy Huffer
6 Zachary & Mariah Melhus
Coordinators: Linda Maki
Mary Dewey
Tammy Blankenship
Pam Bloom
Sharon Borst
Annette Couch
Sean Duffney
Peggy Heikkinen
Darla Kirwin
Kay Klingman
Michele Olson
Jan Rourk
Nancy Tank
Mary Tennison
Shari Tverberg

9 Bryan & Theresa Major
16 Jacob & Carrie Zimmer
16 John & Kathy Pliska
16 Vern & Katie Sisco
22 Ken & Sandy Hansen

25 Lloyd & Sheila Weeks

Fellowship Time Servers:
12 Bruce & Bonnie Larson
19 Lois Nelson & Nancy Tank
26 Dennis & Nancy O’Toole

The captain will contact you if
there is a need for help serving a
lunch, funeral or other event.

4 Bette Sigfrinius
8 Randy Brennan
10 Duane Heikkinen
12 Alyssa Melhus
14 Alex Sisco
16 Jim Ridley
16 Bonnie Krall
17 Randy Kolka
17 Chad Keech
18 Julia Brewster
19 Molly Jo Johnson
20 Laurie Swenson
21 Charles Kamps
22 Dave Bloom
22 Jim Brown
22 Rae Stephens
28 Dennis Hier
30 Kay Klingman

To be added to pray
for others, or to
request prayer,
contact Nancy O’Toole at
nlotoole@me.com

Rally Day: September 12th
Join us for Sunday School, Christian Education Classes and Fellowship Time beginning at 9:00 AM. Catch up with old friends
and make new ones! Worship will follow at 10:00 AM.

If you’d like to serve as a
lay reader during Sunday
service, please contact the
church office.

Membership & Evangelism
Membership Wish List:

ATTENTION!

•

Always sign in at the check-in desk.

PEOPLE WHO DO NOT HAVE EMAIL!!!

•

Remember to greet new people or others you do
not know. Be friendly!

•

Come early for coffee and “work the crowd”. Be
observant if a person needs someone to sit with.

•

Invite someone to church. Offer to give them a
ride.

•

Volunteer to serve Sunday morning coffee. Call
or text Nancy: 218-256-7711.

Did you know you can access the Monday Message
and the Friday Forecast (formerly Thought for the Day
message) just by calling the church office
(218-327-2216)? Jodi records the information so you can listen on your telephone. You can call any day or any time
and you will hear the most recent message. Just
press 1 when prompted and you can keep up on all
the events and news of GRUMC.

