
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

August Sunday Schedule 
Services at 10:00 am 

August 7 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 14 Isaiah 5:1-7 
 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 21 Jeremiah 1:4-10 
 Hebrews 12:18-29 
 Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 28 Jeremiah 2:4-13 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
Sept. 4 Jeremiah 18:1-11 
 Philemon 1-21 
 Luke 14:25-33 
 
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


Grand Rapids United Methodist Church 
2022 Vacation Bible Camp Registration 

August 8-11, 2022, 5-7:30 PM 
Dinner Served 5-5:30 PM 

(One form per child, please) 
 

 
Child Name: ________________________________Age: _______Grade: ________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________City: ___________Zip: _______ 
 
Phone: _________________Cell: ___________________Date of Birth: __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Medical Concerns: ___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact: ______________________________Phone: ______________  
 
Siblings: ____________________________________________________________ 

Shirt Size: _____________ 

                                                                                                                             

PLEASE RETURN BY MONDAY, JULY 18, 2022 

 

Questions or concerns? Contact GRUMC at 218-327-2216. 

Location: 1701 SE Fifth Ave., Grand Rapids MN 55744  

 

  Please share with your friends and family! 

Hooked On VBC 



United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

August 2022 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the June Mission for Let’s Go 
Fishing.  The donation we sent is $270.00.   

GRACE HOUSE:  SAVE THE DATE:  The annual breakfast fundraiser will be 
held on August 6, 2000 at the VFW from 8:00 am to 11:00 am.  It will be a scrambled egg 
breakfast with sausage or bacon, coffee, OJ and water.  Join us for a great breakfast and fun 
fellowship with people from our community. 

RUMMAGE SALE:  The annual rummage sale was held at UMC on July 7 & July 8.  Thank you 
to everyone who volunteered during the week as well as those who brought in sale items.  It 
was a massive project!  The profit is $2,586.80 and will go toward a church project decided 
on by the Ad Council. 

Missions Committee did not meet in July.  We will resume meeting in August.  If you have 
any new mission work in our community, please let us know.  

AUGUST MISSION:   August is the month for the annual Stuff the Bus School Supply Drive. All 
supplies should be new and unopened.   Highly needed items include: 

Dry Erase Markers  Ticonderoga Pencils  Headphones/earbuds 

Tissue Boxes  Cleaning Wipes  3 Ring Binders 

Pocket Folders in primary colors 

If you would prefer to make a financial gift to support the purchase of school supplies and 
hygiene items for students, please make your check out to GRUMC with Backpack in the 
memo.  Checks may be put in the offering plate or brought to the office by August 29, 2022. 

If you are interested in volunteering to help organize school supplies, you can learn more 
and sign up at uwlakes.org/stuff-the-bus. 

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but 
we hope that you will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 
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“So, how do I understand what God’s asking of me, Pastor?”                                                                        
“Our family is seeking to grow in our faith.  How do I guide my kids and feed my spirit?”                                                    
“What should I do to discern what God’s calling me to do?” 

These are three good questions I’ve been asked in the past couple of months.  As we try to follow Jesus; as we seek 
to be Christ’s disciples, we can often find ourselves unsure of ourselves and our response to the activity of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.  Being a disciple is being a follower.  Even those in leadership positions – especially those in leader-
ship positions – need to make sure they are following Christ!  To the person who asked me about guiding their fami-
ly, I said, “To answer that question, make sure you’re asking these two questions prior to it: “How well am I serving 
my family?”  And most important; “How well am I following the way of Christ?” 

Some time ago, I found this set of questions for a disciple of Christ to ask themselves in their devotion/prayer time: 

Is Christ the Lord of my life? 

Am I operating on God’s strength or my own? 

Do I consistently seek the wisdom of God’s Word? 

Do I talk to God in prayer before I talk to people?  (Good question especially for those in leadership positions) 

Am I in fellowship with Christ’s people? 

Is Christ first in my planning process? 

Do my actions, plans, and methods honor Christ? 

We’ve been talking much about discipleship in our lives together this Summer, both in worship and in fellowship 
groups.  As a congregation together and as individuals these questions are good guides as we seek to be the congre-
gation Christ is calling and inviting us to be.  Congregations who seek the answers to these questions most often live 
out the dictates of living in grace and living out justice in their community and toward the people around them 
whom God has put them amongst.  Each of our missions and ministries; all of our small groups, do they invite this 
type of self-inventory with love, acceptance, and nurture?  Without judgment, brow beating, and dismissal? 

The church is to be safe place for welcome, care, nurture, and support. It should be a prayerful place for self-
examination.  As we move through these weeks of Summer, enjoying its warmth, the cool of the lakes, the brilliance 
of the sun.  As we begin to design, plan and develop missions and ministries for this coming Fall, may we each and all 
be building our relationships with Jesus, the Christ.  May we be looking to find opportunities to serve God and love 
our neighbors. Especially, may we be extending the love of Christ to one another in ways that build us up, each and 
all into a family of grace and loving connection! 

Be God’s, Pastor Jim 

Blessing of the Animals & Outdoor Service 

On Sunday, August 14th, we’ll celebrate God’s creation and the Joy our pets and animals bring us as we have a 

Blessing of the Animals during service that Sunday.  We’ll worship outside and in the service thank God and bless all 

the pets.  Your invited to bring your pet(s) for the occasion and service.  Please have leash, a car-

rier, or kennel – some means of maintaining/controlling your pet.  “All God’s creatures; great 

and small!” Bring a lawn chair if you wish. 



Our Advance monthly offering YTD is $19994. The above monthly average amount has been adjusted to account 
for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church. We try to be careful stew-
ards of your gifts. 

NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 
 

How do we fund our ministry? 

The money that is given in the weekly offering is used for the day to day operations of the church 

which includes maintaining the facility, funding the programs, salaries for staff, and our apportion-

ments. That money is managed through our General Fund. The Finance Committee oversees these accounts. 

There is also a Special Purpose Fund that accounts for special offerings that are designated for specific ministries 

and can only be spent for that purpose. For instance, there is a fund for the Parking Lot, and one for the Senior 

Scholarship Fund, for the Coat Drive, and the Heifer Fund – to mention a few. 

The Congregational Trust Fund is an Endowment Fund that receives gifts and invests them so that the growth from 

the investments can be used for emerging ministries. According to the By-laws the Trust Fund Committee recom-

mends an amount that can be granted each year which is distributed by a formula of 45% Capital Improvement, 

45% for Outreach within the Community, and 10% for Outreach beyond the Community. The total amount to be 

granted must be approved annually at the Church/Charge Conference. 

These grants are distributed on behalf of the congregation. The Committee is working to keep you more informed 

of the work that is being done on your behalf. At the Church Conference in January 2022, the Strategic Plan for 

three years was unanimously passed that included a goal of increasing the principal of this Endowment by 

$250,000. This creates a living legacy for our congregation. 

However you choose to support the ministry of the church is greatly appreciated. In addition to the monetary sup-

port, we are also blessed to have a wonderful group of volunteers that represent and serve us in so many ways. 

Working together we become the beloved community.  

   June 2022     

   Monthly Snap Shot     

        

  Income Expenses Net Income 

June General Fund                   16,151                    17,947                     (1,796) 

        

YTD - 2022                 133,267                  117,372                    15,895  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2022                   20,545                    19,562                         983  

Wig Closet Update: 

So far this month I have 3 wig appointments scheduled.  We are doing good and all my clients are so happy that 
we have this gift for them.  They feel like they are getting a new good option for going out in public.  It makes life a 
little easier for them.  We thank Pastor Jim for inviting us to have this great opportunity and thank you to every 
one who has helped us along the way.  My garage sale went very well and thanks to all that donated to make it a 
great sale.  Sharon Rasmussen  



Get To Know Your Church Family: Willie Nuorala 
 

I attended grade school in Warba, MN and graduated from the Grand Rapids High 
School.  I then worked on my dad’s farm for two years and then was employed by the 
Minnesota Forest Service. 

I got drafted into the Army in 1960 until 1962 in the Engineers as a fire fighter.  Re-
turned to active army reserve until 1966.  At that time I used my G.I. bill and received 
my Automotive Technician Certificate. 

I returned to employment with the DNR Forestry in Forest Lake MN, then transferred to Hill City, then to the Grand 
Rapids Regional Shop as a heavy equipment mechanic and foreman until retirement. 

I am a member of the American Legion and Military Honor Guard for over forty years. 

I was confirmed a Lutheran and became a Methodist while living in Forest Lake.  At GRUMC I have been a member 
of the Trustees and usher and head usher for twenty years. 

I am widowed with one child, Jill, who is a Special Ed teacher in Edina School District and a son-in-law, Todd 
Uecher, who works for Ramsey County Register. 

For hobbies, I love to fish and hunt grouse and deer! 

A Message from your Lay Leader: 

I would like to thank all of our church family members who are the “behind the scenes” providers.  I think that we 
all take much of their work for granted.  We have people who do things that most of us never notice and they don’t 
receive the thanks that they deserve.  If I tried to list them, I would probably only scratch the surface.  They mow 
the lawn, shovel the snow, serve on committees, run our sound system, set up communion, take care of the 
church’s finances, teach our Sunday School and Vacation Bible Camp, work in the kitchen, help with our youth, up-
date our website, make sure that our building and contents work, etc.  

I could go on until this newsletter is full.  As a random act of kindness, let’s all take a moment to thank those who 
do so much “behind the scenes” next time we see them. 

 

Have a fun rest of the summer and God Bless, 

Wendy 

When you’re reading this, we’ll be into August.  Make sure to get in as much adventure and 

fun as you can this month.  Here’s hoping the first months of Summer were full of fun al-

so.  Speaking of adventure – here’s an invitation to new discoveries and opportunities! 

We’re inviting all 6th through 12th graders to be a part of an exciting movement of youthful 

thinking, energy, and action!  We gather on the first and third Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:00, September—

May.  We have a meal together, play games with prizes & have fun, and talk & share with each other about life, 

faith, living, and what being a follower of Christ means for youth in today’s world. 

Along the way we go on trips, have special events, and make a difference in our community.  This year we’re build-

ing a youth ministry team!  Some of the members you may have met at the Youth Retreat in July.  We’ve continued 

to build our youth ministry and this year shows the possibilities of being our best yet! 



Church Picnic 

July 17, 2022 

At Veteran’s 

Park 



2022 HOOKED on VBC – ‘I Will Make You Fishers of People’ 

Our CHURCH Vision : 

”The United Methodist Church of Grand Rapids, MN seeks to build disciples of Jesus Christ through worship, 
education, outreach, and fellowship.  We will strive to share God’s Grace with all for the transformation of ourselves, 
our community and the world.”  

Our Vacation Bible Camp Vision : 

   ”We seek to build disciples of Jesus Christ through Vacation Bible Camp as we come together in worship 
with friends and neighbors the evenings of August 8th – 11th.  GRUMC members have the opportunity to educate 
through the Gospel lessons, as VBCampers hear the stories of Jesus in Matthew, Luke, and John, sing songs of praise.  
We will come together as Fishers of People as we dine together each evening, sing songs of praise and joys, and create 
memories in the arts and hearts of the youngest in our neighborhood.  We are blessed to outreach each and every child 
and all families that come, with not only our own individual gifts, but the gifts as a Faith Family, that believes and pro-
vides fellowship through this amazing opportunity.  Will YOU be the disciples Jesus is calling, and cast YOUR nets into 
VBC and see our Church’s vision in action?  We Need You – Come help be Fishers of People, both young and wiser, dine 
together and have fun!   

August 8th – 11th 5-5:30 dine in fellowship with campers 5:30-7:30 stories/lessons, crafts, games, worship & praise.  So 
please, cast YOUR nets and share the faith that leads our young community members on an adventure to last a lifetime.  
Thank you and God Bless!!! 

Please help us SEE our Vision in action ● We are in need of 38 volunteers – minimum 

KITCHEN ● Our tasteful volunteers will bait Campers, Staff and Mentors with menus that even the BIGGEST fish in the 
seas cannot resist!  Staff will prepare, serve, clean-up and prepare next day’s dinner, along with a snack item for each 
camper – and when done in the kitchen, Volunteers are free to go home or stay and fish with the campers. 

LEAD Kitchen Volunteer will purchase groceries and provisions for dinner to serve the four evenings, also organize and 
oversee Kitchen staff volunteers. 

CRAFTS ● Our talented and creative volunteers will hook Campers imaginations each night as they create arts and 
crafts enhancing our theme.  As Disciples, you will be stringing our Crafters to share their story of being Jesus’ Fishers of 
People! 

LEAD Craft Volunteer will create, purchase and prepare needed craft supplies for Campers also organize and oversee 
Craft staff volunteers. 

CLASSROOM ● Our Love to Learn Leaders and staff volunteers will reel in Campers each night as you share Bible mes-
sages prepared for our Campers, such as [Monday] I will make you fish for people ● [Tuesday] Cast Your Nets ● 
[Wednesday] Jesus Walking on the Water ●  [Thursday] The Risen Christ on the Shores with His Disciples.   

LEAD Classroom Volunteer will have lessons and materials needed, prepared and ready for staff and Campers to partic-
ipate and dive into the stories of the Bible, also organize and oversee Classroom staff volunteers.  

GAMES ● Our enthusiastic and invigorating volunteers will cast fun and energy into our Campers with games and chal-
lenges that will enhance their discipleship through working, encouraging even inspiring each other to be the biggest 
catch in discipleship.  Your nets will be filled with laughter and overflow with joys!  

LEAD Game Volunteer will organize the games and any materials needed, along with instructing and overseeing Game 
staff volunteers to navigate the Campers into a shoreline of fun! 

GUIDES ● If you are not able to volunteer in the above, you are welcome to row your boats ashore and dive into a time 
of fellowship.  You’ll experience the Catch of the Day, by sharing your faith and discipleship at dinner and opening with 
a Camper.  Who knows- you may just string a lifelong relationship that is Hooked on Jesus! 

NOTE :   

Lead Volunteer meeting will be held the week of the 25th(TBD)  This will be time to share, confirm and prepare to en-
sure our VBCampers grow into Fishers of People. 



Coordinator:  
Bonnie Drake 

The captain will contact you if there 
is a need for help serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 

 

 Julia Brewster Jan Crandall 
 Irene Drieman Joyce Dudley 
 Bertha Hamilton Arnie Hietala 
 Trudy Huffer Joni Namyst 
 Rae Stephens Lelia Stevens 
 Sandy Williams 

         
3 Dan & Lana Hess 

4 Bob & Virginia Rucinski 

8 Larry & Patty Christensen 

9 Mike & Roni Skoglund 

11 Scott & Laura Hauser 

16 Randy & Sue Kolka 

17 Duane & Peggy Heikkinen 

18 Jack & Jane Todd 

21 Ron & Kay Klingman 

23 Dale & Sue Anderson 

23 Dave & Margy Strock 

24 Tony & Becky Larson 

                24 Ken & Lori Olson 

                28 Jim & Sandy Tulek 

                29 Steve & Stephanie Zimmer 

    

     

  3     Marv Grina 
  4     Julie Werner 
  5     Larry Christensen 
  5     John Scheuer 
  5     Gloria Gooler 
  11   Gus Kirwin 
  11   Cassidy Waller 
  12   Emily Ann Zimmer 
  16   Bryan Major 
  18   Michael Lentz 
  18   Keira Trest 
  18   Gavin Simonson 
  20   Sally LaDoux 
  20   Mary Tennison 
  20   Ken Olson 

   

22 Tammy Blankenship 

23 Mike Norton 

24 Kiley Duffney 

25 Tommy Thompson 

26 Gretchen Danielson 

26 Evan Statsman 

27 Joanne Dashel 

28 Linda Rasmussen 

28 Jack Namyst 

29 Jane Bobich 

29 Olivia Hanson 

29 Julia Hanson 

30 Jack Laudenbach 

Hi everyone! 

With things coming to an end for me in Grand 
Rapids, it is time to send out this very heartfelt Thank 
You! 

I am so grateful for this church and the people in it, past 
and present, that a simple thank you does not seem ad-
equate.  I can never express  the love and gratitude I 
have for all of you for the love and support that I have 
received, especially since my mom’s passing.   

They loved this church, as I do.  Many great friendships 
and memories have been made here and that is some-
thing I will never forget.  A piece of my heart will always 
be in Grand Rapids! 

A gift has been made to the church in memory of my 
family - Bob, Joyce and Diane.  I hope they will be re-
membered for years to come. 

Thank you with all my love, Carol (Winston) LaFave 

2022 VBS 

Come, be a part of a fishing expedition!  We’re 
getting “Hooked On VBS”!  With Jesus as our 
Guide and the Holy Spirit as our Power Source, we’re dis-
covering what it means to be fishers of people! 

VBS runs from Monday, August 8th through Thursday, 
August 11th.  We’ll meet from 5:00 pm till 7:30 pm 
(Dinner included! 5-5:30).  For kids from kindergarten 
through 6th grade  

Right now we’re casting for volunteers and netting partic-
ipants!  Please see the Volunteer attachment on another 
page of this newsletter. You can register your child at the 
information desk on Sundays, via email, US mail or stop 
by the office. The registration form is also in this news-
letter.  

Please share with your friends and family.  


