
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

May Sunday Schedule 
Services at 9:30 am 
 

       
 May 2   Acts 8:26-40 
   1 John 4:7-21 
   John 15:1-8     
 
    May 9    Acts 10:44-48 
    1 John 5:1-6 
    John 15:9-17 
     
    May 16  Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
   1 John 5:9-13 
   John 17:6-19 
   
    May 23  Acts 2:1-21 
   Romans 8:22-27 
   John 15: 26-27, 16:4b-15 
 
    May 30  Isaiah 6:1-8 
   Romans 8:12-17 
   John 3:1-17 
 
    June 6   1 Samuel 8:4-20 (11:14-15) 
   2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
   Mark 3:20-35 
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May 2021 

““Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And do not lean on your own understanding, 

in all your ways acknowledge God, 

and God will make your pathway straight”  Proverbs 3:5 & 6 

We are in Eastertide!  In these weeks after Easter, we intentionally focus on the story of Jesus coming 
forth from the tomb and on the numerous stories of Jesus meeting with his followers during the days 
and weeks after his resurrection.  I love this season: “The Great Fifty days”.  But Resurrection is a way 
of living and Easter is to be lived more as a verb than named as a noun.  Even in the face of trouble, 
tragedy, crisis, and chaos (maybe, especially in the face of such) God is faithful, God is good, God and 
God’s ways are not thwarted, and Jesus is risen – indeed! 

I’m reminded of this verse from Proverbs in these days.  With the continued crisis of Covid and its 
variants, as the Chauvin Trial moves to jury deliberation – then add the chaos of the shooting of 
Duante Wright in Brooklyn Center, with the sickening number of mass shootings in our country this 
past month….it can all seem a little overwhelming.  Let me offer this verse to you.  It refocuses our 
hearts and minds in the One who cannot be overcome! 

Trust in the Lord.  With all your heart.  I don’t know about you, but I’m pretty good at trusting the 
Lord with most of my heart most of the time – but that’s not what the verse calls us to do.  We like to 
“hedge our bets”.  We like to cross our fingers behind our backs – just in case.  When we leap into 
the outstretched arms of our parents when first learning to jump into a pool you need to really leap!  
If you don’t fully commit to the jump, you’ll fall short and go under.  God is a Never-Failing God.  
Nothing can separate us from God’s love. We can Trust. We can leap.  God is there and will always be 
with us – no matter what happens.  So Trust God and God’s great love completely. 

The other day – O.K., in “pre-virus days” – O.K., a year and a half ago; I was helping a friend install a 
new handrail around his deck.  I was there because unfortunately, his wife had been leaning out over 
the old railing to fill a bird feeder and the railing gave way and she took a rather chilly dip in the lake 
the deck stretched out over!  The next line of the verse: “And do not lean on your own understand-
ing”.  We can “Lean” upon the Word of God – Jesus. (and the words about God; scripture). Our un-
derstanding is limited and often mis-directed.  God’s understanding is “Unsearchable” (Isaiah 40:28).  
With eternal and All-Surpassing understanding we can lean on the ever-faithfulness of God! 

What would it mean for us to turn each area, all arenas of our lives over to God?!  How more resur-
rective and grace filled would our lives be if we “acknowledged God in all our ways” as the next line 
invites us to do!  Living as a disciple is exactly what this means.  To continue to grow and as we ma-
ture as a disciple - is to continually turn over more and more of our lives to Christ. 

The wonderful promise in verse 6 is that God will bring a sense of order, purpose, and meaning to 
our lives as we give more and more of our trust to God; Lean less and less on ours and the world’s 
way of thinking and acknowledge God in all areas of our lives! 

We will get through this time of tragedy, chaos, fright, and loss.  Hate, anger, violence, prejudice, and 
death are not the last word(s).  Life, Resurrection, Love, Justice, Embrace, Nurture, and Wholeness 
are!!  And know this; God’s love spreads faster than any virus ever could!  And so, amidst the angst, 
uncertainty, chaos, and crisis of this time – know the Power, Purpose, and Love of our All-Surpassing, 
Ever-Present, Never-Failing God!  Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 

 RAPIDS 



YOUTH MISSION TRIP NEWS 
Thanks, GRUMC, for your support! The youth of our congregation wish to 
thank you all for your support and encouragement.  So, Thank You! We also 
want to catch everyone up on our Mission Trip to West Virginia!  This year 
one of the stated goals from us was to attend a Mission Trip.  We’re signed 
up for the Coal Country Mission Trip in Elkview, WV.  The organization 
through whom we’re doing this is called Group Workcamps with it’s head-
quarters in Loveland Colorado.  Pastor Jim has been working with them since 

1986.  They are the premier Workcamp organizers in the country and each year sponsor more than 2 dozen youth 
workcamps around the United States, the Caribbean, South & Central America. 
 
We will be leaving on July 22nd and returning on August 2nd. All Group workcamps are stationed at local Highs 
Schools or Jr. High Schools.  Each camp draws youth from around the United States.  (Somewhere between 200-400 
per camp depending on it’s location and ability to work with non-profits in the area in which the workcamp is 
staged)!  
 
At the camps youth will be working on people’s houses building wheelchair ramps, reroofing, weatherizing, and such 
projects.  At camps the standard procedure is to have teams of 6 youth and 1 adult – all from different youth groups 
fan out into the local area.  This year, due to Covid, Group is saying it may well be that youth groups stay together. 
Each person going will pay $400 for the camp itself.  The cost per person is $468 but the $68 per person is being cov-
ered by a GRUMC youth group supporter.  We’re traveling there in a 15 passenger van and staying at United Meth-
odist Church’s on the way down and back.  We’ll be taking breakfast and lunch with us in coolers down & back, also. 
To help with some of the funding the youth sold shares.  At the end of the drive over $1000 dollars was raised.  We 
will be having two car washes at the end of May and first part of June.  This is why we wish to say,  “Thank You, 
Grand Rapids United Methodist congregation!”  With the help of your prayers and support, we’re able to make this 
stated goal, hoped for and worked for since September, possible! 
 
If you’re a Share Holder, we hope to see you on Sunday, May 16th at the Share Holder’s meeting.  Several of us will 
be sharing about this mission trip, other events and places we’ve done and gone to, faith topics we cover in Youth 
Meetings, and future ideas, hopes, and events!  Again, Thank you GRUMC folk for your help, your example for us, 
and your witness to our community and world. 

  Income Expenses Net Income 

March - General  fund                   20,780                      8,884                    11,896  

    

YTD - 2021                   81,512                    38,881                    42,631  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2021                   21,300                    21,200                         100  

We have had the benefit of a PPP SBA loan for February and March, which has paid our 
Salaries and utility expenses for those months.  A remaining balance of $3,492 is availa-
ble for April.  Therefore, going forward we will again be relying on our membership to 
fund our ministries.  Advance monthly income of $17,529 has been received so far this 
year.  The above monthly average amount does not include that amount as it has al-
ready been received and would distort the average figure.  Thank you for your contin-
ued support of the day to day ministry  of the church.  We try to be careful stewards of 
your gifts. 

March 2021 



MAY 2021 

KENTUCKY MISSION UPDATE FROM PAM & DAVE BLOOM:  We installed gable ends on 
house and finished putting up house wrap. We sheet rocked all ceilings (except bath-
room) and sheet rocked the wall's we could with material that we had. Electrical inspec-
tion will need to be done before all walls can be sheet rocked. We completed insulating 

the exterior walls. We installed and insulated 2 doors and 5 windows. We put up soffit blocking on back of house. 

EMAIL FROM PASTOR JACK: 

I met with the Health Department today to see where to put the septic system. We paid $200.00 for this, will have 
to pay another $200.00 for a permit to dig and install the septic system. Then we can start trying to get the electri-
cal inspections. 

Please be praying about all this. When we have to plead to get help 
from the license people and beg for them to donate their oversight 
things seem to move much slower than when they're being paid 
contractor's price. 

Dave and Pam Bloom from Grand Rapids Minnesota UMC came and 
volunteered for the month of March and their work has been a 
game changer in really making it possible to get the house finished 
before winter. Thank God for them and all who love, pray and help 
in the ministry here! 

We ask you to prayerfully think about the Kentucky Mission team in 
the fall. If you are considering joining the team, please connect with 
Pastor Jim or Jim H. 

 

UMC GARAGE SALE:  We hope to have a garage sale this year in May or June.  As you are 
spring cleaning, consider putting items aside for our sale.  It would be appreciated if you 
would keep your donations at home until we let you know when they can be brought to 
the church.  In preparation, in May we would like to begin organizing/pricing everything 
that has already been brought and stored in the garage.  It would be great to have 3-4 
volunteers to help. Please email Marie Duffy at oldapron@yahoo.com if you are interest-
ed in helping with organizing.   

COAT RACK:  Thank you to everyone who donated clearance coats, gloves and boots for the 2021 
event.  At this point, we have decided to serve children 0 – 18 years of age.  If you have adult winter 
coats that are clean and in good condition, we are considering having a rack of free adult coats availa-
ble during the garage sale.  More information to follow via the Thought For The Day. 

As always, we don’t expect everyone to donate to every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will do-
nate to a mission that speaks to your heart!   Kay 

 

NEWS 

Changes?? 

Have you made any changes to your address, phone 
number or email in the last 6 months? We strive to 
keep accurate contact information for our Church 
Community. Please call (218-327-2216) or email Jodi 
(secretary@umcgrmn.org) in the church office if you 
have any changes. Thank you. 

mailto:oldapron@yahoo.com


 

 

FIRESIDE READERS:  

Our selection for May 24th will 
be MEET ME IN MONACO by Hazel 
Gaynor. There are several copies within the 
Arrowhead region as well as audio versions. 
 
We are resuming our meetings at church along with 
a Zoom opportunity for the evening meeting for 
those who prefer to stay distant. For those who wish 
to join the discussion at 1:00 PM it will be in the Fel-
lowship Hall. We will socially distance.  

For those who prefer the evening meeting, it will be 
at 6:30 PM and either in the Fellowship Hall - if there 
is a large group (more than 5) or in the Choir/
Gathering room. For the Zoom meeting at 6:30, the 
login in is:  https://zoom.us/ j/95016179473? 
ZDNCYmtMaGl4WGlDeEN- JQ1RVM2V6QT09. 

Meeting ID: 950 1617 9473 

 

Worship Updates 

Please join us! We have extend-
ed the Sanctuary into the Nar-
thex and Fellowship Hall to en-
sure social distancing. We are 
requiring masks while in the 
building & during the service.  

We are requesting that people do not congregate to 
visit before or after service inside the building, but you 
are welcome to visit in the parking lot (weather per-
mitting).  

For those that wish to continue to worship at home; 
We will continue to offer our Sunday Service via 
Livestream on YouTube and on ICTV at 4:00pm Tues-
days and 8:00am on Wednesdays.  

Here is the link for our YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC 

GRUMC Youth, 
 
When this Newsletter gets to you, you’ll be in the last month of school!  Prom is May 14th 
and Graduation is Memorial Day Weekend!  This has been one of our most active and suc-
cessful years and there’s still stuff to do!!  We have our Wednesday and Sunday meetings 
this month, the Share Holder’s Meeting, two car washes (that we’ll have the dates to you by 
the time you read this), and we’re looking to do an End of the Year Event, and then July 22nd 
to August 2nd – Mission trip! 
 

Thanks to all those who have gotten their first payment for the youth trip in!  Remember, the second half payment 
is due by May 26th!  As of writing this column we have 4 folks already paid in full!! 
 
At our May meetings we will be finalizing our plans for the Share Holders Meeting and putting in place how and 
where the car washes will happen.  We need “all youth on deck” for those two car washes.  The money is marked 
for the youth group – not strictly “Mission Trip”.  Much of it, certainly the majority, will go to that trip. Yet, like a 
church - where money goes toward all the missions, ministries, and programs of the congregation – our youth fund 
is used for all the activities, events, missions, and ministries that we do! And we’re planning on doing a lot – this 
year and next!!  Also, we’ll talk about what an End of Year Event might look like:  where we’d go, what we’d do, 
etc.… 
Great job, everyone for such a good year! Let’s finish strong! 
 
Dates as of April 18th: 
Wed., May 5th.  Sr. High Youth  6:30 pm 
Sun., May 9th.  Jr. High Youth   10:45 am 
Sun., May 16th.  Share Holder’s Meeting              6:00 pm 
Wed., May 19th.  Sr. High Youth  6:30 pm 
Sun., May 23rd.  Jr. High Youth  10:45 am 

https://zoom.us/
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


  Wednesday Walkers  

Starting May 19 from 9AM to 10AM. This year, we will walk the paved trail that 
we call the Forest History Center - Hospital Trail. It’s about 1 ½ miles in length. 
We begin at the Kiosk/Trailhead parking lot on 14th Ave SW and walk to the 
Forest History Center and return. You’ll have a chance to see the changes talk-
ing place after the building of the new elementary school as well as new hous-

ing going up in that area. The trail fronts that area for a short way.  

Everyone who likes to walk is welcome to join us, along with your leashed furry friends. We don’t walk fast or slow, 
we just walk at our own pace and usually find a friend or two who walks at the same pace. It is a great time outdoors 
and a chance to chat with friends.  Hope to see you there. For more information, call Michele 218-259-2671 
 
LAYING IT ON THE LINE  By Michele Olson, Lay Leader 

A lot of what I know and how I feel about things, I learned from my grandmother. I was lucky when I 
was a kid. She lived with us as I was growing up. My mom and dad both worked long days, so Gram was 
the one who greeted us when we came home from school, was ready to listen to our stories, make sure 
we had a snack, and kept an eye out for us as we played with neighbors.   

At 18, I made plans for college in another city but I worried about leaving her behind as her health had begun to fail. 
“What if something happens to you and I am gone?” I asked one day. She answered by quoting one of her favorite 
verses from the Bible:  “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to 
be born, and a time to die…”. She told me: “it’s your time to move into the world.” If she died, it simply meant that 
her “purpose on earth would be finished.“ She was “needed in heaven.” 

When she passed away, I was not there. Her words immediately came to me when my parents called that she was 
gone. Her work on earth was done and now she was needed in heaven. She had prepared me for this.  

It is very hard to lose anyone we love, a relative, a friend, and for some, even a pet. But over the years my grand-
mother’s words continue to help me accept loss as part of a plan much bigger than myself. My grandmother has not 
gone for me, her words continue to help me as do many of the words, counsel and advice, of many relatives and 
friends over the years. “To every thing there is a season… “ 

And the seasons for every thing are in the hands of God.  

SO I’M A METHODIST AND … How to begin a religious movement in America.  

Methodism in America began without authorization or support from England, as lay Methodists immigrated to 
America. The first Methodist societies included active participation by people of European and African descent. To 
strengthen the Methodist work in the colonies, John Wesley sent lay preachers, Richard Boardman, Joseph Pil-
more, Richard Wright and Francis Asbury to undergird the growing American Methodist societies. Asbury became 
the most important figure in early American Methodism. His energetic devotion to the principles of Wesleyan the-
ology, ministry, and organization shaped Methodism in America in ways unmatched by any other individual.  

Ten Methodist preachers attended the first conference in Philadelphia in 1773; they pledged allegiance to Wes-
ley’s leadership and agreed that, as laypeople, they would not administer the sacraments. Methodists would re-
ceive the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper at a local Anglican parish church.  

The American Revolution profoundly impacted Methodism. When independence from England was won, Wesley 
recognized that changes were necessary for American Methodism to thrive. He sent Thomas Coke to America to 
superintend the work with Asbury.  Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey, whom Wesley had ordained, accompa-
nied Coke. Wesley’s ordinations set a precedent that ultimately permitted Methodists in America to become an 
independent church. 

Next month: Joining with Others. United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 
2016 . The United Methodist Publishing House. Kindle Edition.  



Coordinator: Dave & Marilyn 
       Hutchins 
 

Sue & Dale Anderson 

Chuck Becker 

Jodel Crecelius 

Barb & Dave Green 

Darwin & Pat Kutzorik 

Pat Browne 

Ray & Mary Helen Pelton 

Faye Mostoller 

Terry & Sandie Price 

Jim & Nancy Shaw 

Julia Statsman 

Jack & Jane Todd 

Ellen & Sandy Verry 

The captain will contact you if 

there is a need for help serving a 

lunch, funeral or other event. 

If you’d like to serve as a 
lay reader during Sunday 
service, please contact the 
church office. 

  3     Barb Green 
  5 Phyllis Cartwright 
  5 Nancy Grose 
  7 Dennis O'Toole 
  7 Marlene Zabel 
  8 Ronald Olson 
  9 Mary Ritter 
11 Bertha Hamilton 
11 Paula Hamm 
11 Madeline Larson  
11     Faye Mostoller 
12 Nan Berglund 
12 June Johnson 
13   Scott Hauser 
15 Mary Helen Pelton 
15 Harry Huffer 
16 Courtney Litchke 
16 Jani Jordan-Kienitz 
19 Lucille Walsh 
19 Mariah Martyn 
20 Bonnie Drake 
20 Tysen Lenzen 
26 Lois Nelson 
26 Lisa Randall 
27 Marv Koski 
30 Chuck Becker 
30 Joseph Loney 

 
  1 Dave & Marilyn Hutchins 

  1 Bob & Donna Schuder 

  2 Ron & Justine Williams 

  4 Ken & Carol Kerr 

  9 Jim & Cindy Ridley 

13 Randy & Marcia Brennan 

13 Duane & Mary Hill 

21 Dave & Pam Bloom 

25 Bruce & Bonnie Larson 

25 Jim & Gretchen Danielson 

28 Ron & Michele Olson 

30 Pat & Joni Namyst 

To be added to 
pray for others, 
or to request 

prayer, contact Nancy O’Toole 
at nlotoole@me.com 

Dr. Rev. Alejandro “Alex” Manzano Ramos 

Dr. Rev. Alex Ramos served as the 
pastor of GRUMC from 1980-
1991.  On April 12th he joined his 
Lord and Savior in Heaven. Ar-
rangements are being handled by 
Rowe Funeral Home; at this time a 
Memorial Service has not been 
announced.  

KNIT, CROCHET, CRAFTS & LAUGHS 

Join your church friends for a weekly virtual 
visit Zoom meeting Thursdays at 10:00 AM. 
ALL ARE WELCOME!  If you need help with “zooming”, 
please give Michele a call (218-259-2671). Zoom 
Meeting. https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?
pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09 Meeting ID: 
952 4360 8547 Passcode: 200624 

PRAYER SHAWLS:  If you know someone in need of love 
and prayers as they deal with illness, loss of a loved one, 
or some other life changing moment in their lives, prayer 
shawls are available for you to give them. Please remem-
ber to record the recipient’s name, your name, and the 
date, to avoid duplication. Shawls are located on the 
With These Hands rack at the door into the sanctuary by 
the information desk. 

 

Ascension Day: 
May 13 (16) 

Pentecost  
Sunday: May 23 
  

https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09

