
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

June Sunday Schedule 
Services at 10:00 am 

June 5 Acts 2:1-21 
 Romans 8:14-17 
 John 14:8-17, (25-27)  
 
June 12 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15 
 
June 19 1 Kings 19:1-15a 
 Galatians 3:23-29 
 Luke 8:26-39 
 
June 26 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 Luke 9:51-62 
 
July 3 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 
 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
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2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

June 2022 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the March Mission for 2nd 
Harvest and April Mission for UMCOR – Ukraine. A check was sent to 2nd 
Harvest for $570.00 and to UMCOR – Ukraine for $1,950.00.  It is exciting 

to see all of the donated items that Pam and Dave Bloom will take to Grand Village.  Every-
thing will be so appreciated by the residents!! 

GRACE HOUSE:  The 2021 annual GRACE House dinner. fundraiser was a great success.  We 
served 270 people.  Thank you to everyone who supported and/or attended the dinner.  We 
had 4 ½ tables of UMC guests.  The 2022 dinner will be held on Thursday, December 1, 2022.  
Save the Date!! 

RUMMAGE SALE:  The annual rummage sale will be held at UMC on July 7 & July 8. We will 
need volunteers on Sunday, June 26 after the service to haul items from Joyce Winston’s 
home and to help bring in the items from the garage. It will be really helpful if some people 
with trucks will be available.  Monday, June 27 – Tuesday, July 5, you may bring your sale 
items.  Please take them directly to the Multi-Purpose room.  Set up will be Tuesday, July 5 
and Wednesday July 6.  If you are willing to volunteer any time June 28 to July 1 and/or Ju-
ly 5 to July 8, please contact Marie Duffy via email (oldapron@yahoo.com) or text (218-256
-7562) to let her know when you are available. 

UNITED WAY 1000 LAKES/HABITAT:  There will be a Work Day for Deer River on June 21, 
8:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Volunteers are needed for this opportunity.  We hope to see a Work 
Team from UMC.  Please contact Pam Bloom (651-497-8364 or fink.pam@gmail.com) if you 
are interested in volunteering.   

MONTHLY MISSION: Our June mission will be for donations for “Let’s Go Fishing” for gas 
money.  The primary groups that use this wonderful organization are assisted living resi-
dents, special needs groups, veterans, school children and church groups.  If you would like 
to donate, please bring your donation to the UMC office by Thursday, June 30.  Checks are 
made out to GRUMC with Let’s Go Fishing in the memo. 

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but 
we hope that you will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

 
Ruth’s Free Wig Closet Update: 
 
Ruth’s Free Wig Closet has so far been an amazing journey!  The ladies I have helped  in a 
short amount of time are so strong and  beautiful.  It gives them a feeling of freedom and 
strength to go out with their new hairstyle.  Today as I write this I have a lady from Palisade 
coming in for a fitting. So thankful  and blessed for GRUMC, Sharon R. 
 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 

NEWS 

RAPIDS 



Preamble 

Ok….so here’s where I’m at – with the garden.  Since we’ve moved into our house, now on 4 years, 
we’ve had only one “successful” year of production and produce.  And I put successful in quotations 

because the production that year was nothing to get excited about. 

Before the growing season last year we even had a good friend come out, take soil samples and give them to the 
University extension office, had it analyzed, we added the recommended potash and other nutrients, and yet - last 
Fall was the least successful year of all.  Now I’m no master gardener but I can usually raise tomatoes, peppers, 
beans, onions, and such.  Last Fall we got a combined total of 6 tomatoes from the dozen+ tomato plants we plant-
ed.  Basically, same results for all other vegetable types planted.  Bummer.  (Or as my father used to say, 
“Sandcrabs!”) 

Now….the Pastor’s Corner 

The advice from the extension office then was, “It’s your soil”.  So…I’m removing the top 12 inches of the soil in our 
garden - (While the garden isn’t huge – it’s not small and its all raised beds.) – shoveling it out a wheelbarrow full at 
a time. And having it replaced with new topsoil. – a wheelbarrow full at a time. 

All this to say, “This is a pretty big project and a lot of work.”  Now, in the larger scheme of things, I am whining a bit, 
but it got me to thinking about how we attend to the harder tasks, and tougher journeys we find ourselves doing in 
our lives. 

There are times in our lives when we might have to “Start Over”.  There are times in our lives when we need to 
“Move On”.  There are times in our lives when we must “Get Through It”.  These can be tough, emotionally hard and 
spiritually intimidating times.  How are we to do these things and make our way? 

I think on the 14th chapter of the Gospel of John.  Jesus is looking into the eyes of his closest companions, who he 
knows are anxious and unsure and says these words to them: “Do not let your hearts be troubled”, “I will not leave 
you orphaned”, “My peace I give to you”.   

What reassuring words from a loving and faithful Savior!  Let’s look at each of these phrases.  First, Jesus asks us to 
not let the hard times and difficult tasks shake our faith in Him and in our God.  When we are intimidated by the mo-
ment or feel overwhelmed by the times, Jesus reassures us that it need not defeat us.  In a way Jesus says, 
“Remember who I have been for you in the past and who I Am as your Savior.  Take hold of the faithfulness I have 
shown you daily, minute by minute, for each moment of your life.”  We need not be coward by circumstances and 
situations. We have a Risen Savior, a Lord who has Overcome!  Again, don’t let this shake who you know Jesus to be 
and stand firm in the truth of God’s faithfulness. 

What an amazing Lord we serve who refuses to abandon us!  Jesus, here in the upper room story of the gospel of 
John, steadies the hearts of his followers by telling them they will not be abandoned; “I will not leave you or-
phaned.”  In the times of worry, confusion, and chaos – Jesus declares that he will never leave us.  We have a Mas-
ter, we have a Divine Loving Parent who gathers us in arms of compassion, strength, and nurture!  We are not alone 
in a world of strife, violence, hate, and greed.  Our God is never overcome and is ever-present! 

Finally, Jesus tells his friends, “My peace I give to you.”  When we feel the task, “Too big” or the times “Too over-
whelming” or too whatever, Jesus gifts his peace with us.  In the midst of the storm, we can know real peace, a true 
sense and presence of shalom, a steadying divine presence, an inner spiritual calm.  Not one we must conjure up 
ourselves, but a gifted peace granted by a loving Christ!  As if Jesus says, “Focus on Me”.  In the midst of the storm, 
as the disciples see Jesus walking to them over the waves, Jesus invites Peter to walk out to him and is - at first – 
successful!  It’s when he loses his focus on Christ that he begins to sink.  In the midst of hard times in our lives we 
are gifted this peace.  Jesus’ peace.  We need to hold our focus on Christ and be filled with this peace that “passes all 
understanding”.  It is a gift and resource from a God who loves you and a Christ who redeems you.  

May you know the joy of God’s grace, the steadying presence of the Holy Spirit, and the power of the Holy Spirit no 
matter the task or times! Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 



Our Advance monthly offering YTD is $15,994. The above monthly average amount has been adjusted to account 
for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church. We try to be careful stew-
ards of your gifts. 

GRUMC Purchase Request Form Update: 

A new simplified PR Form was adopted at the May Ad Council meeting. Here is the procedure for filling out the 
form. The PR forms are located on the wall outside the office door.  
 

  April 2022     

   Monthly  Snap Shot     

  Income Expenses Net Income 

April  General Fund                   23,441  
                  
21,311  

                    
2,130  

YTD - 2022                   93,985  
                  
79,873  

                  
14,112  

Monthly average - 2022                   20,830  
                  
19,968  

                       
862  

 Dear friends, March and April were tough months at our house, but with your care 
and support we got through them. Cards, calls, visits, errands, and tasty meals (Thanks, 
Nancy, for setting up Meal Train) and, most of all, prayers brought us to the nearly normal 

state we are enjoying. For all that, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  Jack and Jane Todd (PS It's 
true! Methodists are great cooks!) 

 Thank you to those that are “on-call” to volunteer in the office if I am called to serve for Jury Duty during the 
months of June & July . Jodi 

 Thank you to everyone for the prayers and get well cards I received while I was recovering at the Grand Village.  
Joanne Dashel 



NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 
 

By the time this newsletter arrives, you should have received a letter regarding the Fifth Sunday Spe-
cial Offering for the Congregational Trust Fund. When you received the letter, it included an envelope 
for you to return to the church with your offering and an invitation to bring it with you to worship on 
Sunday, May 29th. If you will be out of town that Sunday, you may return it before that date or during the first two 
weeks of June. The goal is to learn more about the CTF and start increasing the principal. 
 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism is credited with the following quote: 
 Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 
 In all the ways you can, in all the places you can, 
 At all the times you can, to all the people you can, 
  As long as ever you can. 
 
As individuals and as a church, we are invited to live by that mantra. The Congregational Trust Fund is one tool to 
help us do that by generating funds for future and emerging ministries. But it is not to replace the annual giving 
that is used to support the daily ministry of the church, or the mission giving that our Missions Committee so faith-
fully lifts up each month. As Kay Klingman says so regularly, “we don’t expect everyone to give to everything, but 
we hope everyone will give to something.” 
 
Sometimes the means of doing good isn’t financial, but rather is in the form of volunteering, or the gift of noticing 
when people need a helping hand or an encouraging word or listening ear.  Other times it is simply by being in the 
presence of one another. Easter Sunday was so heartwarming to see the people who had been on our prayer list 
during the winter coming to worship with their families and walkers and wheel chairs. 
 
What Wesley described is really a life of discipleship. We are never too young or too old to be a disciple. In fact, if it 
is cultivated, it becomes a life-long life-style. 
 
From the Congregational Trust Fund Committee 

Sunday School 

Smiles from your Christian Education Department  

First, let us introduce ourselves, Deb Hagenbuck and Teresa Savich, the Co-Chairs of this exciting oppor-
tunity to share the love of our Lord with the youngest disciples in our communities.  We thank you for this oppor-
tunity and would like to take a moment and truly recognize these members of our faith family for serving, through 
their commitment, to the students that attended Sunday School in the months of September-November, April and 
May- Pastor Jim, Bonnie, Becca, Julia, Katie and Deb. Each came, whether there was one student or more, to share 
their faith through the stories and lessons of the love of Jesus.  A deep and appreciative "Thank You" to our church 
secretary; Jodi - who brought insight, support, advice, direction, guidance AND patience for and towards Deb and 
I.  We are deeply grateful for each of your Christian attributes and presence.  It is with excitement and joy, Deb and 
I look forward to praising God in and with and through the eyes and spirits of the children.  Your prayers, guidance 
and presence are all needed in this journey, what an opportunity to share your faith to our children. 

Sunday Smiles and the Love of Jesus, Deb and Teresa 

 

VBS is COMING!!! 

VBS IS BACK so clear the week of August 8-11th and join us for evenings (5:00-7:00p.m.) of Food, Fun and Faith as 
we host this year's Vacation Bible School.  More information to follow, but prayers can begin today ~ Your Christian 
Ed Committee  



Membership & Evangelism: 
 

RHUBARB FESTIVAL:   

JUNE 12th after church. 

Invite friends. 

Enjoy delicious Methodist made rhubarb pie. 

Live music! Rhubarb tasting! Surprises! 

 

To help with any of the following, contact Nancy 218-256-7711. 

Donations of rhubarb (drop off well wrapped rhubarb to the fridge any day the week before). 

Friday, June 10th   1:00  Peeling & slicing party. Men encouraged.  Think of it as “whittling”. 

Saturday, June 11th 9:00 a.m.  Assembling and baking pie.  Free lessons! 

Sunday, June 12th  Bring a batch of your favorite rhubarb recipe to share and taste. 

 

NEW PEW PADS 

Soon we will be returning to signing in using pew pads rather than at the front desk.  Here are some advantages; 

Our head count will be more accurate. 

You will be able to see who is worshipping near you and then greet them. 

The process will be easier for visitors. 

If your data changes, you can easily enter it so the secretary can update our records.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

The church picnic will be Sunday, July 17th at Veteran’s Park following the church service. 

The menu will be hot dogs, watermelon, chips, & root beer floats.  Free will offering. 

The school year might well be over by the time you’re reading this!  First of all, congratulations to 

our seniors: Beau, Gracie, RaeAnne, & Walker!  As we move into the Summer, there are activities 

and events we’ve set up and are putting together the finishing details. 

July 29th through the 31st is our Retreat at Northern Pines Camp in Park Rapids.  This is the same retreat center 

we usually have our winter retreat at.  Now we can enjoy the wonderful retreat center and go swimming, have 

outdoor campfires, and other summer activities! 

The following weekend, August 5th and 6th is our overnight trip to Duluth to attend the City on the Hill Christian 

Concert!  We’ll be staying at First United Methodist Church.  We’ll also be taking a cruise on Lake Superior and 

driving up the North Shore to visit Gooseberry Falls and other sites! 

There are other ideas and plans for trips, events, worship engagement, and meetings as we look to later in the 

year!  



FRIENDLY PHONERS 

Thank you to the following people who are the new FRIENDLY PHONERS.  They have 
offered to  call their phone partner about twice a month.  If you or others you know 
would like to participate, please contact Nancy (218-256-7711). 

Here’s what Carol Kerr said about her involvement: 

“I enjoy every minute of it.”  I get lots out of the conversations, as much as I give to 
them.  I’ve made good friends of people that I didn’t know well at church.” 

 Kay Aiton-Sandy Baumel 

Vera Alto- Peggy Heikkinen 

Karen Anderson-Carolyn Orlich 

John Benzie-Carolyn Orlich 

Kenyon Casper-Margaret Cass 

Dorothy Church-Marilyn Hutchins 

Ed Duke-Michele Olson-Carol Kerr 

Rhoda Flinck-Bonnie Larson-Michele Olson 

Dorothy Ganoung-Carolyn Orlich 

Jane Gilbert- Bonnie Larson  

Bertha Hamilton-Sandy Baumel 

Jim Hanttula-Peggy Heikkinen 

Duane & Mary Hill-Carol Kerr 

Duane & Virginia Loop-Michele Olson 

Harriet Lucia-Peggy Heikkinen 

Curtis Person-Marilyn Hutchins 

June Schmitz-Lori Olson 

Bette Sigfrinius-Margaret Cass 

Jack & Jane Todd-Carol Kerr 

Donna & Bob Schuder-Jane Todd 

Phyllis Cartwright-Michele Olson 

Janine Wagner-Joanne Dashel 



FIRESIDE READERS  
 

 Monday, June 27th at 6:30 pm is when the Fireside Readers will be meeting. We book we have 
chosen is “Music of the Bees” by Eileen Gavin.  

This book club is very welcoming to new people interested in reading a variety of books. We meet (usually at the 
church) and discuss a book that we read that month. We choose the books together and are always searching for a 
book that will not only be enjoyed by the others, but also that will bring on a lively discussion. It has proven to be a 
great way to get to know each other better.  

We usually have a Christmas book exchange with dinner in December and another dinner get together in July. To 
give everyone a “break” in the summer, we have usually skipped the month of August.  

Looking for Ushers!  Help Wanted!   

We are looking for ushers to help the Church for the months of June, July, August, September, October, November 
and December.  It’s an easy task, you get to know people in the congregation, and if anyone gets unruly you get to 
usher them right on out the door!  No, No just kidding.   

But we really do need ushers from June through December of this year.  Please think about it and give Skip Drake a 
call or text at 1-218-244-7319.  Remember rewards in Heaven!!!!!   

A Message from your Lay Leader: 

By the time you are reading this, Pastor Jim and I will have returned from Annual Conference. This will be a first for 
me. Even though I have served as church treasurer, Sunday School and Vacation Bible School teacher, been a 
member of many church committees, I have never been a Lay Leader before- for this church or our prior churches. 
I am guessing that I will be taking away so much more than I will be adding to the conference.  

If there are questions or concerns that you have, please feel free to contact me. I may not have all of the answers, 
but hopefully I can find the answer for you.  

May you feel as blessed by our God as I do. 

-Wendy 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:   

Participants of With These Hands Knit and Crochet have made prayer shawls which are displayed on the 
rack located near the information desk. If you know of someone in need of prayer, comfort and God’s love, 

please feel free to take a shawl for them. We ask you to leave the name of the recipient, the name of the donor, 
and the date on the clipboard that we have on a shelf near the prayer shawls, so we don't give more than one to an 
individual.   
 

New participants are always welcome to join our group! We meet every Thursday from 10 AM to 12 PM. Please 
consider being a part of this wonderful ministry of our church.  
 

Donations to With These Hands Knit and Crochet are always welcome to help us continue to provide these shawls. 
Please mark any donations for “With These Hands Knit and Crochet” and place in the offering plate or send to the 
church. 

Prayer Chain 

We have over 40 people who receive prayer requests via email for many needs of our church family and others. 
Would you like to join this army of prayer warriors?  It’s easy and I will get you started. Contact Nancy: 218-256-
7711. 



Coordinator:  
Alice Anderson &  
Marilyn Hutchins 

The captain will contact you if there is a need for help 
serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 

 

 Chuck Becker Patricia Browne
 Jodel Crecelius Barb Green 
 Patricia Kutzorik Faye Mostoller
 Mary Helen Pelton Sandie Price
 Nancy Shaw Julia Statsman
 Jane Todd  Ellen Verry 

       
      7        Ellen & Sandy  Verry 

      7        Nancy & James Shaw 

    12        Nancy & Dennis O’Toole 

    12        Martha &Michael Lentz 

    12        Marie & Dan Duffy 

    12        Marc & Heather Simith 

    13        Dewayne & Virginia Loop   

    22        Julia & Chuck Brewster 

    22        David & Nancy Tank 

    23        Jarod & Jen Lund 

    29        Dennis & Irene Drieman  

    30        Lisa & Mike Randall 

    30        Jim & Jodel Crecelius 

    

    

     

     1     Avery Camilli 

  2     Beth Bloom  

  3     Janine Wagner 

  4     Carol Kerr 

  4     Shelly Broberg 

  6     Harriet Lucia 

  7     Darla Kirwin 

  9     Alana Holmstrom 

  13     Tony Larson 

  14     Rhoda Flink 

  16     Andrea Major 

  16     Steve Zimmer 

  17     Bonnie Larson 

  17     Ed Maki 

  18     Niiwin Lasko-  

           Norton 

  19     John Benzie 

  19     James Shaw 

   

 20     Joseph Spooner 

 20     Willie Nuorala 

 22     June Schmitz 

 23     Addison Linder 

 24     Megan Major 

 24     Sandy Verry 

 24     Jodel Crecelius 

 26     Brenda Brown 

 27     Stephanie  

           Zimmer 

 27     Mary Hanson 

 28     Ronald Williams 

 29     Marcia Brennan 

 29     James Crecelius 

 30     Peggy Stratmann 

 30     Mariah Linder 

 30     Dan Hess 

        

In honor of Father’s Day on June 19th 

the Worship Committee is donating 

$400.00 to Habitat for Humanity on behalf of all the 

men in the congregation.  In May, the Worship Team 

donated $400.00 to Grace House on behalf of the 

women in the congregation in honor of Mother's Day. 

 

Blessing of the Bikes! 

Attention all Bikers and Motor-
cycle Enthusiasts!   

On Sunday, June 5th we’ll be 
having a Blessing of the Bikes as 

part of our worship service.   

We’re inviting all Bikers to our worship where Motor-
cycling will be much of the metaphor and symbolism 
used in sharing the Good News, and we’ll bless both 
bikers and bikes as part of our service and time to-
gether!   

If you know of people who “love to ride”, make sure 
to extend the invitation and if you’re one yourself – 
make sure you’re here!  

Rhubarb Festival: 

We will be having a Rhubarb Festival follow-

ing the service on Sunday, June 12th. Bring a 

friend and join us for dessert, fellowship, live music and 

surprises!  Will there be Methodist Pie?? Maybe... 

If you would like, bring your favorite rhubarb dessert 

and/or recipe to share. 


