February Sunday Schedule
Services at 9:30 am

Feb. 14 2 Kings 2:1-12
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9
Feb. 21 Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15
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Feb. 28 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38
Mar. 7 Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22
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Feb. 7 Isaiah 40:21-31
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Mark 1:29-39
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So, I’m in the middle of making a special table for Jodel to place
her Dicken’s Village Collectables on during the Christmas season. It has a unique style to it so that the cords of all the little
houses won’t be seen or get in the way. To build the table in
this way I needed to buy a new power tool.… (Darn! Well, if I
have to….since it’s for Jodel and all)
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But I needed to practice with it on spare pieces of wood from the scrap bin from other
projects before I could trust myself and it on the expensive wood for the table. (Wow,
does wood cost so much these days!) Sorry, that’s an issue for another Pastor’s Corner.
I remember making a candle sconce for my mother and a wall clock for dad in Shop Class
in the 8th grade. Thank goodness for Mr. McMillen, the shop teacher, and his patience
with me.
Our journey of faith in growing as disciples is a process of learning and discovery. As we
begin following Jesus, it is a new way of living, one I and many feel unaccustomed to in
those early days. We’re learning new skills, discovering new understandings, and seeing
life in new ways. It’s a bit like learning carpentry. (I understand myself more of a “wood
butcher” than carpenter).
We begin with foundational tools and learn how they can “Build” a life in Christ. Just as
learning how to use a new tool, the first attempts don’t always come out the way we envisioned or hoped. But that’s why we practice; learn how the tool feels in our hands, get
accustomed to how it shapes and changes the wood you’re working with. As we move
to other projects, other tools are needed. Not “Better” or more “sophisticated” tools;
just different tools for different projects needing to be done.
As we grow and continue in our journey of discipleship, we discover other spiritual disciplines, deeper ways of following Christ, a larger array of Means of Grace. It is good to
intentionally add these “tools” into our tool chest of discipleship. The more we work our
“trade” of following Jesus, the more adept we will be in crafting our lives in Christ.
Sometimes I’m not as patient with myself as I should be. I have a project I want to accomplish, and I don’t allow myself the time and practice I need with the tool. The results
are usually eident that I worked in haste. Then there are times when I procrastinate, and
the job falls behind because I didn’t apply myself to becoming competent with the tool
and the deadline is missed or the work rushed, and the project lessened because of it.
This is why a disciple applies themselves to the journey daily…as you would a relationship, for that’s what it is!
As we move toward Lent, I encourage you to daily walk with Christ in conversation and
commitment: Discipleship. Learn from the Master carpenter in the use of spiritual disciplines as you grow in Christ as a follower in the ways of Jesus.
Be God’s, Pastor Jim

MISSIONARIES: We are all excited to welcome Greg Strock and his family to GRUMC on
February 7th. As Pastor Jim has told us, we can safely have more than 10 people in church
at a time. So we are hoping for a big turnout. Through the Thought For The Day, we
have asked you to consider a donation for a Love Offering for Greg’s ministry in the Czech
republic. We support three missionaries with CTF funds each year. If you are interested in contributing at this
time, please bring in or mail a check to the church office. The check should be made out to GRUMC with Greg
Strock in the Memo line.

NEWS

COAT DRIVE: We have had several people questioning if it would be helpful to purchase winter gear now during
clearance. If you would like to donate clearance items, we will be happy to store them in the garage. There are a
lot of children’s size 4 and lower in storage. We need sizes 5 through adult (many teens need adult sizes). We are
hoping to have a meeting soon to plan how we will collect and distribute winter gear in the fall. In the meantime,
all donations are welcome. If you see a really good clearance sale ($10 or less), please let Sheila or Kay know.
HABITAT: Keith Lightfoot has coordinated our mission with Habitat for years. We can only begin to thank him
enough for his years of service to our community. Martha Lentz is willing to move into that position as we move
forward. Martha has worked with the UMC crew for several years and will do a great job of coordinating work
crews and dates. There are two houses in the plans for 2021. If you are willing to work with our Habitat crew,
please contact Martha at 218-838-2013 or mikemartha@yahoo.com. Please contact Martha if you are newly interested or have worked on the crew in prior years. Kay

Kentucky 2021
We have a project in Beattyville Kentucky that is not done yet. It would be a major success to get Margaret and
Paul into an actual house that can be lived in next winter. As you know, currently they live in old trailers with no
plumbing, no running water and electricity provided by a long extension cord. With Margaret and Paul’s health
and physical handicaps, life is existing. It is not living as we understand it.
Dave and Pam Bloom plan to be in Beattyville during March. Our mission team plans to leave right after Easter.
Dave and Pam hope to return to meet up with the mission team to follow-up. What can you do to help? Join us
on the mission trip. Make a donation for construction materials which are expensive. Projects like a chimney,
sewer and an electric powerline will probably have to be contracted out.
House frame, drywall and electrical wiring are nearly done.
Bunks, showers and a kitchen are available at the Faith United Methodist
Church in Beattyville. It will be a life changing experience for them and us.
Contact Pastor Jim, the Blooms or Jim Hanttula for more information.
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As a special treat for Valentine’s Day
(2/14), there will be a CAKE TAKE AWAY
following the 9:30 church service. Since
we are still not able to serve fellowship
time coffee, everyone will receive a
take-out box with a delicious piece of
cake. This way of serving was learned
on a visit to a church in Long Island, Bahamas. Nancy O

The captain will contact you if
there is a need for help serving a
lunch, funeral or other event.

With the price of postage going up again,
it's a good time to consider receiving your
monthly newsletter electronically. If you
still want to receive a paper copy and have
previously picked it up at the church, we
will return to that form of distribution in
March. If your paper copy is mailed each month that
is how you will continue to receive it unless you contact the office to choose one of the more cost effective options which are: electronic version or picking it up at the church. We
understand that those options won't
work for everyone which is why we will
continue to offer snail mail as well.

2021 Giving Envelopes
The 2021 Giving Envelopes are available to pick up at the
church. The Finance Committee has them labeled and in
alphabetical order. Using your giving envelopes will help
ensure that your pledge is matched up to your envelope
number.
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As the time draws close for my departure, I want to
thank everyone in the Congregation for the support,
friendship and love shown Dona and I over the past
14 plus years. We have been through several serious
events during this time, but they were made bearable
by our God and this church family. We’ve been in a
difficult period in 2019-20, but the same love of God
will pull us through. You have a special place in my
heart, BEST WISHES! Keith Lightfoot

I enjoyed so much all the
birthday cards, phone
calls and treats from my
church friends. Thanks for
thinking of me on my big
day. Dave Hutchins

Worship Updates
We are welcoming you back to in-person worship.
Masks will be required and we will adhere to Social Distancing guidelines. Fellowship Time is not starting just
yet. Please, if you are not feeling well or immune compromised, please stay safe and stay home. We will continue to offer our Sunday Service via
Livestream on YouTube and on ICTV.
Link for our YouTube channel https://
www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC

Take Home Communion Distribution
A few days prior to Communion Sunday you can stop
by the church to pick up consecrated communion elements. Then keep them in your refrigerator to participate in communion as you watch the
service from your home. The next
communion Sunday is February 14th.
Distribution will be Feb. 3-5 & 10-12.

FIRESIDE READERS
Our selection for February
will be HAVE YOU SEEN
LUIS VELEZ? by Catherine
Ryan Hyde. There are a few
copies available through the public library (MnLink not Arrowhead, but the Grand Rapids Library can
order for you) if you wish to request one. This book
is also available for free for Kindle Unlimited subscribers. This book was published in 2019 and was
recommended by Martha L.
For the time being, we will continue to Zoom our
meetings. The February meeting is at 6:30 on Monday, February 22, 2021. https://zoom.us/
j/95016179473?
pwd=ZDNCYmtMaGl4WGlDeENJQ1RVM2V6QT09.
Or with the Zoom app, Meeting ID: 950 1617 9473.
Passcode: 081302

December 2020
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21,408

18,555

2,853

243,601
295,698
(52,097)

206,509
295,412
(88,903)

37,092
286
36,806

4,685
5,687
(1,002)

3,971
5,681
(1,710)

714
6
708

Thank you for your continued support of the day-to-day ministry of the church. We try
to be careful stewards of your gifts.

All Church Lenten Study!
As we get closer to Lent, we’re gearing up for a Lenten Study available to all in the congregation. We’ll be using the book, Journey with Jesus through Lent by Glenn E. Porter. We’ve put together a Prayer Leadership Team of Sally Ladoux, Sharon Borst, and Laura Hauser who will be covering the experience in prayer and working with each small group. Over the first 14 days of February you’ll have the opportunity to sign up for a facilitator’s group. These names will be available
on Sunday, Jan 31st. Each group can meet in the way they feel most comfortable; Zoom, spread out in the fellowship hall or other room in the church, safely distanced in a meeting space in town, whatever suits the group
best. There is a limit of ten to a small group. It will be a great way to deepen our Lenten Journey together!

KNIT, CROCHET, CRAFTS & LAUGHS
Join your church friends for a weekly virtual visit Zoom meeting Thursdays at 10:00 AM. . ALL ARE
WELCOME! If you need help with “zooming”, please give Michele a call (218-259-2671). Zoom
Meeting. https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09 Meeting
ID: 952 4360 8547 Passcode: 200624

Lots of news and up-coming ideas and planning on our plates from discussions on what it
means to be a disciple and how we, as youth seeking to live lives of grace and integrity (follow
Jesus) are discovering how to live it forward.
Our discussion last night centered around a prayer for the Church written by Martin Luther
King Jr.. One of the lines says to “pray in such a way as if the answers to our prayers depend
more upon ourselves than the Divine”. Another line spoke, “Our prayer lives should express
that there is more to following Jesus than to pray and sing”.
We broke into groups and built responses to the fact that “God so loved the world….” The whole world: People like
us and people not like us. So, we made a list of people who are not like us: people of color, poor people, people
caught in systems of violence, people of other religions, and people who are oppressed (under authoritarian regimes/dictators). Then each group came up with a specific response the church could do to address or reach out to
these people. There were many great answers!
One answer that the group decided to put into action is to develop “Five Minute Missions” for the church. These
are things members of the church can do at service on Sundays in five minutes to make a difference in our community. The first Five Minute Mission will be on Sunday, February 21st. We will be having people make two sandwiches
following service which will be given to Grace House later that morning. The Youth Group will provide the “Fixins”
and have them ready and be stationed at tables on the way out the doors. As folks go by they can just assemble a
sandwich and the youth group will put them in paper lunch bags and then take them to Grace House. We will be
sure to follow COVID-19 Safe regulations such as wear gloves and masks while preparing the sandwiches.
We are putting together our Share Holder’s partnership with the congregation. During Lent (Starting Sunday, Feb.
21st and ending Palm Sunday) the youth group will be selling shares in their ministry for $10 a share. Share Holders
will receive all emails, letters, and hand-outs that youth do. They will be guests at the Annual Share Holder’s Dinner
and the Annual Share Holder’s Picnic. Also, they will receive a post card from a youth while they are on any Mission
Trip or Mystery Tour.

In a similar vein, a program we’ve been talking of putting into place since October is the Prayer Partner ministry. On
a poster board, we’ll put all our youth’s pictures. Under each are four lines. These will be on easels in the Narthex.
Church members can sign up on the lines under one of the pictures. The covenant will be that the members will
hold that youth in prayer through the Summer and the youth will cover the members who signed under their name
in prayer. These will go up on Ash Wednesday. We’ll need youth’s pictures into the church office by February 14th.
Big reminder, Saturday, February 5th through Sunday, the 7th, the youth are headed for Northern Pines Retreat Center and Camp for our Annual Winter Retreat. We’ll leave the church parking lot at 4:30 on Friday, February 5th and
head home Sunday morning with an arrival time of 12:30. The cost is $50 per person.
Lots of momentum is building! Lots of new faces are becoming a part of our Youth Movement! We invite all our
youth, from 5th grade to Seniors to come and be a part of this ministry of momentum building amongst our youth!
Sr. High Youth meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 6:30 - 8:00. Jr. High Youth meet the 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings
10:45 -12:00 noon. Come, Join us!!
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends
on Holy Saturday (the Day before Easter). Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten,
which means “Spring”. The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter. Historically, Lent
began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then became a time
of penance by Christians. The first Sunday describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the Sixth
Sunday, (Passion/Palm Sunday), celebrates Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent passion and
death. Because Sundays are always little Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expectation of the Resurrection.
Join us Wednesdays beginning February 24th at Noon on Zoom for a Lenten Devotional:
https://zoom.us/j/97808302855?pwd=K1E4OFh1ZGtaRUV2NVhwMXhVTjBhdz09
Meeting ID: 978 0830 2855 Passcode: 991694

LAYING IT ON THE LINE
By Michele Olson
I have accepted the job of Lay Leader for GRUMC for 2021. Pastor Jim approached me, asking if I would prayerfully
consider taking this role. After researching, reading, talking with many people and praying, I said yes.
My main reason is that my church - the Grand Rapids United Methodist Church - is very important to me. But more
important than the physical church itself - the people that make up our church community are important to me. We
are family.
Like many families, we may not all agree on everything, but we hold in common a belief in Jesus Christ as our Savior
and a sense that we are urged to fulfill a mission to be the best Christians we can be in this world.
And so, I plan to “lay it on the line” for GRUMC. There are many responsibilities listed for this role. I may not be capable of meeting all of them, but I see these three as ones I will tackle first.
Meeting regularly with the pastor to discuss our church and its needs.
Being available to all church people to hear their needs and concerns.

Motivating other laity to fulfill their calling to keep our family strong.
I promise to be a listening lay leader and to be honest with you in all that I do or say. I ask
your prayers for our church for this coming year and your prayers that God will strengthen
each of us to be who He has called us to be. molson2043@me.com or 218-259-2671.

SO I’M A METHODIST AND …
The Methodist Church has a rich heritage. Let’s revisit how we became a denomination, starting with early
days.
The history of The United Methodist Church includes God’s self-revelation and action in history through the call of
Abraham, the Hebrew exodus from Egypt, and especially the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of God’s
Word Jesus Christ, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
The United Methodist Church shares this history with the whole church, as contained in the canonical Scriptures.
In the early 1500s, various reform movements emerged in Western Europe that created forms of western Christianity not in communion with the Roman Catholic pope. These became known as Protestantism. They emphasized
a return to the sources of faith: that is, God’s action in salvation and Scripture as the authority for doctrine and
practice. Different contexts and visions produced Lutheran, Reformed, Anabaptist, and Anglican Protestantism, all
of which influenced the traditions that came together in United Methodism.
During the late 1600s, a renewal movement, often referred to as Pietism, emerged in Europe. Broadly conceived,
the movement emphasized the Christian experience of new birth, sanctification, the possibility of societal transformation, and small groups. The movement affected most confessions including Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican,
and Anabaptist. Expressions of this movement included the philanthropic and mission work of August Hermann
Franke in Germany, the growth of Moravianism under the leadership of Ludwig von Zinzendorf, the Religious Societies Movement begun by Anthony Horneck in England, as well as Reformed and more radical groups.
Next month: John and Charles Wesley Enter the Picture.
United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist
Publishing House. Kindle Edition.
Wednesday Prayer & Brown Bag Lunch will be at noon on Zoom. February 24th through March 24th
Prayer time will immediately follow the Lenten Devotional on Zoom.
Noon Prayer Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91082528831?pwd=RzN3S1hKeXE0Y09DZS84SVg3Q25sdz09
Meeting ID: 910 8252 8831 Passcode: 835361

Look for the link to the zoom meeting for the Lenten Devotional in the newsletter.

