RAPIDS

January Sunday Schedule
Services at 9:30 am

Jan. 12 Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17
Jan. 19 Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport

218-327-2216
secretary@umcgrmn.org
www.umcgrmn.org

Jan. 26 Isaiah9:1-4
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23
Feb. 2 Micah 6:1-8
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12
Password:
BeOurGuest

January 2020

Jan. 5 Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
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Thank you to everyone who contributed by prayer or contributions for the Christmas gifts to be given to four families in our community. Your gifts helped to give
presents to children who would not have had any.
One young mom was given a gift certificate to Fantastic Sam’s so that she could
have a haircut. We also gave her cash so that she and her youth advocate could get
the birth certificates for herself and her little boy. Having the certificates will help
her get into the programs that will give her the opportunity to make a better life for
her 9 month old son. It was surprising to me to see how much it costs today for
formula and diapers!
We also gave gifts for the children in three other families; one with two children
and two families with three children each. The three moms were given a warm
blanket. They all came in and met with Pastor Jim and enjoyed wrapping the gifts
for their children.

The CTF funds that needed to be spent prior to December 31 went to the Second
Harvest Holiday Program for food boxes, our local Salvation Army and the Elder Circle “Groceries to Go” program. What a blessing it is to be able to help each of
these organizations who make such a difference in our community!
Please consider signing up for the Wednesday Meals. We continue to have a good
turnout each week. It is really helpful if each committee will sign up for 3-4
Wednesdays. Our Missions Committee asks 3-4 people to take a turn. By not asking the entire committee each time, we can sign up for at least 4 Wednesdays.
We’re looking forward to an exciting year serving our community and world. If you
have any suggestions of opportunities for our congregation to serve others, please
contact the Missions Committee.

Ready Set Grow Preschool

Mary Hanson
Shari Tverberg
Nursery

Julia Hanson
Olivia Hanson
Custodial

Justine Williams
Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:00-1:00

Kentucky 2020 The Monday after Easter, April 13th, we will be leaving on a
mission trip to Beattyville Kentucky. The fact that the original 7 are going for the
third year shows our commitment to the needs and blessings of the work we are
doing. As always, we encourage others to join us. Possibly even for a few days if
traveling through eastern Kentucky. Current plans call for us to return to Grand
Rapids by April 23rd. We stay at the Faith UMC where bunks, showers and a kitchen
are available. By car pooling and sharing food and travel costs, expenses remain
very reasonable. We can help individuals if cost is a problem. We will be asking for
donations which will be used for construction supplies.
Jim Hanttula

United Methodist Church
Of Grand Rapids
1701 SE 5th Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Getting to Know Your United Methodist Friends
Fireside Readers

Ron and Michele Olson

FIRESIDE READERS: Our December social meeting
and book discussion was lots of fun. Thanks to Peggy Fecker for hosting and to all who attended for
bringing such tasty dishes!

Lumberjack Sunday
is January 12th
Join us for the lively celebration in the deep of winter
for all of the brave and courageous. Wear your cozy
lumberjack gear (flannel, buffalo plaid) to the 9:30 a.m.
worship service. Then enjoy a meal of hearty stew and
homemade METHODIST PIE followed by hilarious Minute to Win It challenges. This is a celebration for all of
us who tough it out in the Northland. Invite friends or
prospective members.
Sign up after church to help:
Bring a batch of your favorite stew.
Share bread or buns with “smear” (butter, jam, jelly, or spreadable cheese).
Sign up to make pie with a fun group of camp
cooks.
Volunteer to help with decorating or donate logging
camp items.
Help in the kitchen with prep or clean-up.
We are “pining” for your attendance.
“Wood” you like some great grub?
We will welcome you and be “plaid” you came!
Whiskers appreciated but not required.

Call or text Nancy at 218-256-7711 for more info.

Ron grew up in Pine River, MN and Michele grew up in San Antonio, TX so of
course they had to meet somewhere else; Richmond, CA. They met in February,
married in May and began their married life in Berkeley, CA. Son Jeff arrived in
September of 1967 and soon thoughts of living in a more family-friendly state began
to creep into their dreams.
In April of 1968, Minnesota was selected. Packing everything they owned, their 7 month old son along with
dog, Gertie, the Olson family began the trek east - to Minnesota and the frozen north! After a month with
Ron’s folks on their farm near Pine River, MN, Ron found work in the Hill Annex Mine and their life in
Grand Rapids began. Michele reports that the winter of ’68-’69 was enough to make her rethink of the choice
of Minnesota over Texas, but the die was cast and Minnesota became home. Leaving Grand Rapids for about
seven years, they lived in Minneapolis for 5 and Estes Park, Co for exactly 1 ½ years, returning to GR in 1978
for Ron to work at Minnesota Power Clay Boswell plant. They settled on 40 acres on North Shoal Lake Rd
and have been there ever since.
Son Jeff began his scouting years as a Cub and Webelo in Colorado. Upon return to GR, they sought a Boy
Scout Troop and were warmly encouraged to join Troop 41. Scout Masters Jerry Rahne and Ken Kerr were
especially welcoming, but church member Dick Synhorst perhaps had the most influence on the Olsons as he
encouraged the family to visit the hosting church for the troop: Grand Rapids United Methodist Church. After
a few visits, GRUMC became their church home in 1980. Their formative years of church membership and
participation occurred under then pastor, Dr. Alex Ramos.

Join us in January on the 27th at 6:30 to discuss The
Last Days of Night by Graham Moore. Historical
fiction, this book tells the fascinating story of the
invention of the light bulb and the controversy surrounding who would get credit for it: George
Westinghouse or Thomas Edison. Whoever could
legitimately claim the invention would hold the
right to power our country. Perhaps a little know
part of US history, the story is fascinating, bringing
to life and light the characters of many in an age
when our country was still being formed.
There are about a dozen copies in the Arrowhead
region, including one at Grand Rapids and an audiobook version for those who prefer narration. Please
check at the Grand Rapids Library to check out or
reserve a copy.

Over the years, Ron, Michele and Jeff as a youth member have been participants in the church life and consider the church their extended family. Michele and Ron have served on many committees and enjoy being a part
of all aspects of worship and fellowship in our church.
Shortly after marriage, Jeff and his Australian wife, Tania moved to Melbourne, Australia making it their
home since 1994. They have three daughters, Kate (20), Julia (17) and Lauren (14). Ron and Michele consider
themselves quite fortunate to visit them on an annual basis, while the Aussie Olsons return to Grand Rapids
and the US about every three years.

Prayer shawls made by caring

With These Hands knit and crochet
group meets every Thursday from 10:0012:00 near the church library fireplace.
Bring a friend, and occasionally we’re
blessed with treats. All are welcome to
work on their projects-hats, scarves, prayer shawls,
etc. and share ideas with others. Karen at 212-4788
or andersen.karen@mchsi.com

hands in the “With These Hands Knit &
Crochet” group are available to give to
anyone who may be in need of prayer,
comfort and God’s love. We ask that
you leave your name, the shawl recipient’s name and the date on the clipboard on the shelf near
the shawls so that no one receives more than one shawl. Karen Andersen 218-212-4788 or andersen.karen@mchsi.com

Lots of “Thank you’s”!! Thank you to all our musicians, John Scheuer, the folk who decorated the sanctuary, our
readers, our tech folk. I could go on and on! Christmas Eve Service was such a delight! Thanks to all who helped
make it happen. Jodel and I thank all of you who sent us cards and gifts! Christmas cards are one of our favorite
traditions of the season! We staple them to ribbons around our windows and after Christmas we collect them in a
basket and lift the families from three cards each evening at dinner. I hope yours was a merry and blessed Christmas and new year.
And so, on to this new year we go! God so richly and abundantly blessed our GRUMC family in 2019. We look to
God’s continued presence with us as we move into 2020…wow “2020”! As we do there is much to celebrate! One
of the first opportunities to gather as a whole church family will be on Sunday, Jan. 19 th. On that day well have a
truncated worship service and then move into our Annual Charge Conference or All-Church meeting. You’re invited especially to this service and event as we name and celebrate all God has been about and made happen
amongst and through our mission and ministry! The theme that Sunday is “Beach Party!” so come in your favorite
summer outfit and/or Hawaiian shirt! �
As we celebrate through Christmas and into Epiphany, may we renew our covenant with God and each other in being a family of faith that emphasizes in action, deeds and words our Mission Statement: Grow in Love of God &
Neighbor. Reach New People. Heal a Broken World.
All of this stems from the Administrative council’s discussion about living into our Mission Statement. What is the
direction God is calling and leading this congregation into? How do we strategize and plan for what God is bringing
forward in us as a congregation in new possibilities? How do we energize the existing members toward this vision?
How do bring new members into this life and weave them into the ministries of the congregation. As we move into this growing vision and ministry, how do we develop the leaders we’ll need to take us there and how do we increase the spiritual maturity and discipleship for all members of the church to grow in Christ?
It will be exciting to see how God sends us anew into all these new and expanding avenues for mission and ministry! This is all because of what this congregation previously has allowed the Holy Spirit to accomplish in us! Please
be praying with me through this new year that we live into being the church family God is designing us to be and
become!

Be God’s,

Pastor Jim

Thought
for the
Day

If you don’t already receive
a daily “Thought for the Day”
email, contact the church
office at 327-2216 or
secretary@umcgrmn.org

November 2018

November 2018
2018 Year to Date

Income

Expenses

Net

$22,151
$269,480

$24,413
$270,003

-2,262
-523

General Fund Balance Jan. 1, 2019
General Fund Balance November 30, 2019

$13,745
$13,633

Thank you for your continued support of the church’s
day-to-day ministries. We do our best to be careful
and diligent stewards of your gifts and God’s blessings.

If you or someone you know
needs help with a handyman
task or a special project in your
home, ie: move an item, fix a
door, window, etc., we have an awesome group of
guys willing to help. Contact Ross Cass at 999-9271.

Thank God It’s Wednesday Schedule

Valentine
Broadway Show Music is coming to Grand Rapids. This year
you can celebrate Valentine’s Day without traveling to
New York. Saturday, February 8th there will be a Gala at
the Grand Rapids United Methodist Church. We will
have dinner, a short program including Broadway Entertainment and Auction Items.
For the auction items, we will be looking for donations
from church members. If you are an artist, quilt maker,
seamstress, someone who knows how to knit or crochet,
woodcarver or any other talents please consider donating to the tables of auction items. Some suggestions:
Paintings, quilts, wine basket, wood carvings, perfume,
jam, jelly, honey, maple syrup to name a few. This will be
right before Valentine’s Day so things that guests who
want to purchase something for their loved one might
be popular.

6:00
6:15
6:30
7:00

Community Meal
Choir
Worship
Youth Group
Celebrate Recovery
Narcotics Anonymous

The 2020 calendar for providing the
Wednesday meal ministry is now up
and ready to be filled. Sign up for the
dates your committee prefers before
the calendar is full. Thank you in advance! Marie Duffy 256-7562 or
oldapron@yahoo.com.

United Methodist Women will meet on
Wednesday, January 8th at 1:00 pm. All women
of the church are invited to attend. The 2019
budget and calendar items are on the agenda.
If you have any sweet leftovers from the
holidays, please bring to share during coffee
fellowship. Jane Todd 326-8014
United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith
organization for women whose mission is fostering growth,
developing leaders and advocating for justice.

Maybe you will be one of us!
Interested? Curious?
Ask Pastor Jim!

Skip & Bonnie Drake, Captains
Joanne Dashel
Dave & Nancy Tank
Bill & Deb Hagenbuck
Scott & Laura Hauser
Brenna Holmstrom
Jim & June Johnson
Patti Kampa
Bryan & Theresa Major
Willie Nuorala
Gloria Gooler

Fellowship serves refreshments
after Sunday service.

Jan. 5
12
19
26

OPEN
Membership
OPEN
Ross & Margaret Cass

Wednesday meal teams plan and prepare a free
meal for 50-75 people. Guidance and recipes are
available upon request.

Jan. 1
1
2
2
3
4
5
5
6
9
11
15
22
24
24
27
28
31

Ushers assist behind the
scenes during Sunday services.
Captains: Sue & Randy Kolka
Pam Bloom
Dave Bloom
Dave Strock

Jan. 1 Crecelius’s &
Duffy’s
8 Williams’s
15 Missions
22 Open

Mary Roy
Duane Hill
John Anderson
Margaret Cass
Warren Ritter
Kelsie Jo Zimmer
Carolyn Salo
Macaria Person
Beatrice Ovadje
Beryl Grina
Virginia Rucinski
Dave Hutchins
Laura Hauser
Lynne Meyer
Wyatt Ritter
Bennett Hanson
Owen Linder
Corinne Youso

Greeters welcome people at the
door as they come in for Sunday service.
Jan. 5
12
19
26

So don’t just save the date, PLEASE share the date with
friend, co-workers and family members.

The...

The captain will contact you if
there is a need for help serving
a lunch, funeral or other event.

Carolyn Orlich
Curt & Judy Wilson
Carrie Salo
Lloyd & Sheila Weeks

Jan. 5 Clayton & Leila Stevens
5 John & JoLynn Linder
22 Robert & Mary Litchke
If you’d like to serve as a Sunday
service lay reader, please contact
John Scheuer at 218-301-4653 or
mrjohmatt2@gmail.com.

Hospitality Teams provide important ministry to
the church by serving families at the time of funerals.
They also assist with other church events when food is
served. Almost all our church family are placed on a list
for a two month period when they may be called on to
donate bars or assist in the kitchen. The list will be provided at the information desk for you to view. If you
need to make changes or wish to be added, please contact Nancy at 218-256-7711.

Sunday, January 19
6:30

Prayer Service

Join us each third Sunday evening of the month for a Evening Prayer
service at 6:30 pm.
All are welcome! No charge or offering is taken. Come as you are!

January 20
Contact Justine Williams at
secretary@umcgrmn.org

