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March Sunday Schedule 
Services at 10:00 am 

Mar. 6 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
 Romans 10:8b-13 
   Luke 4:1-13     

Mar. 13  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 Philippians 3:17-4:1  
 Luke 13:31-35 
  

Mar. 20 Isaiah 55:1-9 
 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
   Luke 13:1-9  

   

Mar. 27 Joshua 5:9-12 
 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
  
Apr. 3 Isaiah 43:16-21 
 Philippians 3:4b-14 
 John 12:1-8 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

March 2022 

 A little bit about Lent:   Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which 
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday. The English word “Lent” comes 
from the Anglo–Saxon word lencten, which means “lengthen” and refers to the length-
ening days of "spring." The season is a preparation for celebrating Easter. 

 

Historically, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then be-
came a time for penance by all Christians. The First Sunday describes Jesus' temptation by Satan; and 
the Sixth Sunday (Passion/Palm Sunday), Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his subsequent 
passion and death. Note that the readings during Lent, until Passion/Palm Sunday, focus primarily on 
the meaning of baptism and discipleship, in continuity with the season’s original purpose. Because 
Sundays are always little Easters, the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with joyful expec-
tation of the Resurrection. 
 

The mean or average temp in Grand rapids this past January was 3.7 degrees.  In the past several 
days as I’m out and about I’ve heard more than a few mumblings about being tired of winter and 
such.  As I’m typing this there’s a couple of days of snow predicted that should bring around a foot of 
the white stuff.  While winter is a beautiful season and one that has lots of ways to enjoy it, there are 
moments when it becomes a bit much.   
 

But this is why Lent is such a time of blessing!  The word literally invokes Spring with is lengthening 
days.  And even as we might be bemoaning winter, it is already well on its way out!  Since Christmas 
we’ve added over two hours of sunlight!  The lengthening of days is already well established. In the 
same way, God is already bringing “new light” into our lives!  Scripture tells us that God is bringing 
forth new things, “Do you not perceive it?”  Are we using these days, this season to notice the new 
things God is doing in our lives?  As we move into Lent, we can begin preparing for the great triumph 
that is Easter!  While there are still cold days yet to come through as winter leaves, There are more 
and more days of growing warmth and sunshine! In these weeks of reflection and self-examination 
we can grow in our faith and deepen our hearts in Christ. 
 

Let me offer you three spiritual disciplines for this season: First, I encourage you to give up some past 
time, favored food, or enjoyed splurge. Do it as a way of participating in the selflessness of 
Christ.  Jesus gave so much - we can in solidarity join in this selflessness and learn the discipline of 
penance (voluntary self-denial as an outward expression of repentance or sharing is Christ’s self-
giving).  Second, opposite of giving something up, take on something new!  A new spiritual discipline 
such as daily reading of scripture, or regular prayer, or a six-week covenant group, or exercise. Third, 
be an encourager.  Be “on the lookout” for folks needing an encouraging word.  Remind folks of the 
coming great joy of Easter.  Tell them again, that they are beloved by God and that God is bringing 
new life and the warmth of grace into their lives that very day! 
 

Together as a congregation, I invite us to journey together toward Jerusalem.  In this sojourn we can 
support one another, welcome the new face, hold each other in prayer, make it a priority to join to-
gether in worship (either physically or by live streaming).  We go together, remembering and retell-
ing the mission and ministry of Jesus, gathering at the cross to witness his passion, and joining in the 
great hallelujah that is the empty tomb and the resurrection!  
 

Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 



KENTUCKY TORNADO VICTIMS:  Thank you to everyone for your generous donations 
amounting to $670.  The check was sent to the Kentucky Annual Conference of the UMC.  This 
is definitely a blessing that will help so many! 

 

GRACE HOUSE:  As you know the GRACE House dinner has been rescheduled for Thursday, 
April 28, 2022.  If you haven’t already purchased tickets and would like to attend, please contact Ron Oleheiser at 
218-326-2790. 
 

OPEN DOOR COAT RACK:  When Sheila Weeks went into L & M to order the boots and snow pants for the 2022 
event, they told her that they had an excess of product left over.  They gave us a “good deal” on what they had left.  
February/March are good months to purchase clearance winter wear at other stores in town to donate to the annu-
al Coat Rack.  If you don’t have a good place to store your donations, you can hang them on the rack outside the 
office door.  We’ll get them moved into the garage for storage. 
 

MISSION TRIP 2022:  It is time to begin the process of recruiting volunteers for the 2022 Mission Trip.  Please con-
tact Marie Duffy if you are interested.   The 2022 Mission Trip has been planned for Beattyville, KY in April.  Howev-
er, it was decided that we will only go if the electrical work has been done.  If it has not been completed, we are 
looking into a backup plan.  Several people from Nashwauk UMC are interested in joining our Mission team.  We 
look forward to them joining us!  WE WILL BE SURE TO KEEP YOU UPDATED. (Marie:  218-256-7562 or 
oldapron@yahoo.com) 
 

FREE WIG CLOSET:  Sharon Rasmussen is planning the Grand Opening of Ruth’s  Free Wig Closet on March 14.  Sha-
ron will take appointments to meet people to find a wig that would fit their needs. We are asking you to prayerfully 
consider volunteering to be Sharon’s backup person.  If you are interested, please contact Marie Duffy.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for outreach and serving our community.  There will also be a Wig Drive March 14th-18th 
please bring any wigs, hats, scarves or styrofoam wig stands that you would like to donate to GRUMC that week. 
 

MONTHLY MISSION:  This March, we join Second Harvest, faith communities, businesses, and or-
ganizations across Minnesota in acting to end hunger and food insecurity.   Donations stay local 
but count towards a statewide effort to help stock the shelves of every food shelf in the state. The 
share of the overall Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign that Second Harvest will receive will 
be even greater the more they can raise locally.   If you would like to donate, please send your 
checks to the office by Monday, March 28.  All donations must be at the 2nd Harvest office no later than March 31.  
 

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will 
prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 
 

NEWS 

 

A message from your new Lay Leader: 

Greetings and Blessings to my church family, 

I have been asked to serve as our church Lay Leader for this year.  I was a little surprised when 
Pastor Jim asked me.  After prayerful consideration, I decided to accept the challenge.  I hope and 
pray that I may be helpful during this year to help with what our church needs.  It is in the news so 
often that churches are struggling with membership attendance, finances, political issues, etc.    

May we all remember that the season of Lent and Easter are not all about Easter baskets, bunnies 
and jellybeans. We should focus on the gift that Jesus gave to us all.  He was willing to give his life 
for us and we should be forever grateful to Him. 

Let us start the Lenten Season with a challenge.  This season, let’s look at “Giving Away” rather than “Giving Up” 
something for Lent.  We know about the Catholic church members and their tradition of giving up something for 
Lent that usually involves something to eat or drink (chocolate, meat, alcohol, etc.).  Why don’t we turn it around 
by giving away something during Lent. There are so many options: Food Shelf, Missions, Grace House to name a 
few.   ~Wendy Gorham 



Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.  We try to be careful stewards of 
your gifts. 

Question from the finance committee.   

Would you like to have a giving statement every three months or every six months?   

Please to respond to Stephanie Zimmer, our Financial Secretary by email to:   

finsecy1@umcgrmn.org 

A lot of fun and some frustrations.  At our meetings we’ve had some great discussions, fun games (“We 

are the Champions…”), and delicious food – thanks to our “guest chefs”.  But, we sure were frustrated 

in getting our winter retreat cancelled twice!  Once to Covid and once to weather….Boo! 

Still, there’s a lot of fun things coming up and great meetings yet this spring!  First, a reminder that due to Ash 

Wednesday we planned the Youth Meetings in March for the second and fourth Wednesdays!  That means in March 

our meeting dates are Wednesday the 9th and Wednesday the 23rd!  In April and May, we’re back on the 1st and 3rd 

Wednesdays as usual. 

Looking forward the group is planning a Tubing Saturday in Coleraine at the ski jump hill.  That will be in the first part of 

March. The exact date is yet to be determined.  

Lots of discussion and beginning planning for a busy Summer: 

With the cancelations of our Winter Retreat, the group has decided to look toward a Weekend Retreat this Summer at 

Northern Pines.  Then we can also enjoy the lake, go on the trails and such.  Please be looking at your calendars and 

talking with parents about Summer plans ‘cause we’ll need to get this on the Youth Fellowship calendar asap! 

Also, we’re looking toward a “Mystery Tour” experience, where we’ll do things like rock climbing, high ropes course, 

tubing down a river combined with some mission experiences.  This will be from a Sunday afternoon to a Friday during 

Summer.  We’ll do all this within Minnesota but there are lots of surprising and exciting things to do, people to meet, 

and places to go within our boarders! 

Finally, the group wants to do ValleyFair as a Summer send off again.   

Other ideas from the group to do sometime from now to May 2023: 

Youth Bible Study, expanded Prayer Holders Partnership ministry, Lock-in, Youth lead worship service(s), Share Holders 

dinner, a Movie Night, bowling, horseback riding 

Again, our next meeting is March 9th. 

        

  January 2022   

   Monthly  Snap Shot   

      

  Income Expenses Net Income 

Jan. General Fund                   27,750                    19,573                      8,177  

    

YTD - 2022                   27,750                    19,573                      8,177  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2022                   20,089                    19,573                         516  



HOW DID GRUMC COME TO BE? GRUMC HISTORY Part 2:  
  

Last month in Part 1, we read that the Minnesota Conference requested that Edward Gebhard (pastor of the Col-
eraine-Marble charge) continue to study the interest of families in Methodist Church. By 1953 there were 27 fami-
lies interested in forming a Methodist Church while a women’s Circle was organized anticipating the possibility of a 
future Methodist organization. To continue the story… 

Meanwhile, the Reverend Gebhard reported the findings of his study and the interest of the group to the Reverend 
Russell Hubbard and the Bishop D. Stanley Coors, who recognized immediately the importance of the Grand Rapids 
field. The Minnesota Conference cabinet subsequently petitioned the Planning and Adjustment Committee of the 
Minnesota Council of Churches (Comity Committee) to study the Grand Rapids community to ascertain whether or 
not a Methodist church should be established there. After the committee visited the community and conferred with 
the pastors of the other churches, a hearing was held in Saint Paul concerning the matter.  

Mrs. L.W. Schmiege, Mrs. Katherine Reed, and the Reverend Elsie Hartman represented the local Methodist inter-
ests at the meeting. The committee recommended that a Methodist Church be established at Grand Rapids, to be 
located on the south side of the Mississippi River. Bishop D. Stanley Coors appointed the Reverend Edward Gebhard 
to cultivate the field and organize the church.  

The first religious services were held during the month of July 1953, in the Masonic Hall. On September 13, 1953, the 
first Sunday school session was held with thirty in attendance and with five classes: kindergarten, primary, junior, 
youth, and adult.  

On November 11, 1953, the Charter Service of the Methodist Church of Grand Rapids was held in the Coleraine 
Methodist Church, under the direction of Bishop D. Stanley Coors and the Reverend Russell L. Hubbard. The sustain-
ing interest and wise counsel of these men was a constant source of strength to both the new congregation and its 
first pastor, the Reverend Edward Gebhardt. 

On January 20, 1954, an important congregational meeting and quarterly conference was held at the Village Hall, to 
select a property and to choose a name for the church. Though the temperature stood at 23° below 0°, over 50 per-
sons (including youth and children) were present for the meeting. With remarkable unanimity of spirit, the group 
decided on the Reed lots, on the corner of Third Street and 1st Ave. S.E. as a church site, and from name sugges-
tions, selected “The Reed Memorial Methodist Church” as a name, honoring both Edward and Katherine Reed, two 
lifetime Christians and Methodist pioneers.  

At the conclusion of the charter membership year, one hundred three persons had joined the new church. 

- written by Edward W. Gebhard, organizing pastor. 

FIRESIDE READERS  
 

The book for Fireside Readers in March is “Rebecca” by Daphne DuMaurier.  We will be meeting at the 
church at 6:30 on Monday, March 28th.  Happy reading! 

Thank you to all who remembered me on 
my birthday. I sure don’t feel like I’m 50! I 
guess the saying is right, “You’re only as old 
as you feel.” Jodi Martin 

Daylight Savings 

Time Begins on 

March 13th.  

Thank you from Rhoda Flinck & family for 

all of the cards they have received since   

Irv’s passing.  



Coordinator:  
Bonnie Larson  

 
The captain will contact you if there is a need for help 

serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 
 
 Brenda Brown Joann Gould 
 Nancy Grose Jim Hanttula 
 Joan Jones  Kathleen Mahaffey 
 June Mitchell Carolyn Salo 
 Sherry Thompson Julie Werner 
 Lisa Zimmer 

   2    Ed & Linda Maki 

   8    Jim & Brenda Brown 

  12   John & Alice Anderson 

  26   Darwin & Pat Kutzorik 

       

  2  Dennis Drieman 
  2  Josephine Lund 
  3  John Linder 
   4  Gracie Zimmer 
   5  James Tennison 
   5  Kelly Smith 
     7  Al Wallace 
   8  Kathy Pliska 
   10  Sandy Hansen 
   11  Trevor Zimmer 
   13  Patty Christensen 
   13  Ross Cass 
   13  Bret Holmstrom 
   15  Ava Larson 
   15  Blake Brewster    
      

 
15  Miles Akre 
15  Alex Melhus 
16  Alexander Brewster 
17  Caleb Smith 
21  Robert Rucinski 
22  Carolyn Orlich 
24  Braylin Sisco 
25  Margy Strock 
27  Tyler Danielson 
27  Sharon Borst 
27  Jayden Lenzen           
28  Janice Crandall 
28  Darwin Kutzorik 
30  Walker Ritter   

The Season of Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2nd.  
We have the special Lenten Devotion Books ready to be picked up at the church, if you are not able to 
pick one up and would like one, contact the church office to have one emailed or mailed to you.  
 

Ash Wednesday Service: Wednesday, March 2nd at 7:00 pm with the imposition of Ashes. 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Meal & Service. This will be both In-Person & on Zoom. Beginning March 9th at 5:00 pm. 
 

Holy Week begins Sunday, April 10th, with special services at 7:00 pm on Holy Thursday & Good Friday.  

BREEZE GRUMC ONLINE DIRECTORY: 

The Breeze GRUMC Online Directory is now active. If you 
have an email address with us you can request to receive 
an email with instructions for accessing our new online 
directory.  

If you were not in our last GRUMC directory and would 
like to be included in the online directory, please notify 
Jodi in the church office <secretary@umcgrmn.org>.  

If you have not given the church your email address and 
would like to be included in the directory, please send 
the information to Jodi in the church office.  

Note that you must have an email address listed with us 
in order to view the directory. If you have any questions 
or difficulty setting up your member account, please con-
tact Jodi at the church office. 

Email Communication UPDATE: 

You should have received an email from Jodi in 

the church office using our Breeze server on Tuesday, 

February 22nd titled “First Message using Breeze”. The 

email address was from: Jodi Martin 

<secretary@umcgrmn.org>; (Jodi Martin via 

breezechms.com).  

The email may go to your spam/junk file until you click 

not spam/junk. We are having trouble with restrictions 

on Outlook, so we are switching to Breeze for emails.  

From now through March 18th I will be using both 

Breeze and Outlook to send any mass email updates, 

the Monday Message & Friday Forecast just to ensure 

that everyone has time to make sure they are getting 

my messages. If you don’t want to be on the email list, 

please send me a message and let me know to remove 

you.  

Jodi Martin, GRUMC Office Administrator  

mailto:secretary@umcgrmn.org


GETTING ACQUAINTED: Hello, we are the Buchacker’s!  

 
Matthew and I both grew up in Des Moines, Iowa, but I am originally from 
Kansas City, Kansas.  
 
We met at Oakwood United Methodist church when we were 4 years old, 
our parents were in the same small group! We starting dating in the 9th 
grade, and we’ve been together ever since! After high school we both 
attended Iowa state university in Ames Iowa, where Matt received his de-
gree in forestry and me in community and public health. Matt began working for the Army Corps of Engineers and I 
continued my education at Mercy college to obtain my Bachelors in Nursing.  
 
Matt and I got married December 28th 2019, and moved to Ames Iowa. 
 
My nursing career has been in labor and delivery, and the emergency department; with my current career as a RN 
case manager for the home healthcare department, as well as the SANE nurse (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) for 
Itasca and Aitkin counties.  
 
Matt accepted a position at Leech Lake with the Army Corps at the beginning of 2021 and we made the move up 
here in March 2021.  
 
In October we welcomed our daughter, Hallee into the world!! She is the sweetest and cutest baby there ever was!  
 
Growing up in the Methodist church together, we were so excited to discover Grand Rapids United Methodist, and 
cannot wait to raise Hallee up in the church as well!  
 
We spend most of our time snuggling our new baby, but we also love to be outdoors, fishing, swimming, boating, 
hiking, camping, hunting, and just exploring around our new town! We also enjoy trivia and board games as well! 
Matt is excellent at tying flies for fly fishing, and I enjoy to run. We would love to get to know more people around 
town and make new friends!  
 
Nice to meet you all, Matt, Carlee, and Hallee Buchacker 

Mid-Week Lenten Services: 

Our Mid-Week Lenten services will be on Wednesdays at 

5:00 pm.  The dates are March 9, 26, 23, 30 and April 

6th.  Dinner will be 5-5:30, then share in a devotion & praise 

from 5:30-5:45, then enjoy fellowship & a Bible Study until 

6:30. Pastor Jim will be leading a Bible Study called Journey-

ing Together Discovering Jesus.  The materials for the study 

will be provided and there is no cost. Volunteers will be 

providing the meal. If you wish to serve your church com-

munity in this way, there is a sign-up sheet at the infor-

mation desk or call/email Jodi in the church office. 

Come, learn more about Jesus, grow in your faith, build re-

lationships with your church family, and expand your un-

derstanding of the scriptures!  Make this Lent a season of 

discovery and faith formation. 

Exploring GRUMC 

What might it mean for you to be a Partner in 

Ministry at the United Methodist Church in Grand Rap-

ids!?  What are the Values, the Mission, the Vision of our 

congregation?  How can I be a part of the mission and 

ministry that reaches out to the community and beyond; 

touching lives, changing hearts and making a difference? 

If you have any of these or other questions about 

GRUMC, please come to the Exploring GRUMC class on 

March 13, 20, 27 at 9:00, Pastor Jim and other church 

leaders will be there to answer your questions, hear your 

stories, and share their insights.  Joining in the class does 

not mean you must become a member.   

If after the classes you wish to become a Partner in Minis-

try or member, New Member Sunday will be April 3rd 

during worship at 10:00! 


