
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Sunday Service is at 9:45 AM 
 

Feb. 5 Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
 Matthew 5:13-20 
 
Feb. 12 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 Matthew 5:21-37 
 
Feb. 19 Exodus 24:12-18 
 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 Matthew 17:1-9 
 
Feb. 26 Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11 
 
Mar. 5 Genesis 12:1-4a 
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 John 3:1-17 
 
 
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

February 2023 

  

MISSION TRIP IN APRIL 2023:  As the year gets underway, we as a church have a 
major project to finish up. Our house building in Kentucky is ready to be rapped up. 
Covid put our plans and the plans of our “partner church” in Missouri on the back-

burner.  Now we are set to finish the inside so the house can become a home. Water, sewer and 
power have been installed. 

Plans are to leave Grand Rapids on Monday, April 10th and return on April 19th . If you want to try 
an out-of-state mission trip, these trips have been well run. We pay our own way (collections are for 
building materials) for travel, housing and food. Because we work together, total per person should 
be about $200.  Jim has been in touch with the Pengilly/Nashwauk UMC. How they will work with us 
is not known yet. Maybe we could reach out to other churches too.  
 

We ask that you prayerfully consider this opportunity to work and fellowship with friends from 
GRUMC and Nashwauk UMC.  This is a wonderful experience helping others and getting to know peo-
ple on the team.  Questions can be directed to Jim Hanttula or Pastor Jim. 
 

FOSTER LOVE PRODUCTS:  We thought February would be a good month to do a “LOVE” product 
drive for Foster Love.  Let’s fill the carts to help out the needy children in our community.  Please see 
the list below.  If you would prefer to financially contribute, please put Foster Love in the check 
memo.  Cash/check donations may be put in the offering plate or dropped off in the office any time 
during the month of February. 

Diapers sizes 3-7 any brand   BABY FORMULA: 
Pull ups - any size any brand    Similac Sensitive 
Wipes- any brand      Enfamil, Gentle Ease 
Baby food and cereals     Parent’s Choice Advantage 
Baby formula: (See list)     Parent’s Choice Infant 
Baby Receiving Blankets     Similac Advance  
Baby Shampoo     Enfamil Infant 
Baby Body Wash-     Enfamil Neuropro 
Baby Lotions     Enfamil Simply Organic 
Diaper Rash Cream     Parent’s Choice Advantage  
    (Any Kind Any Brand)     Parent’s Choice Organic 
Gently Used Children’s Clothes    Tippy Toes Advantage 
      Tippy Toes Infant 
      Up & Up Advantage  
      Up & Up Infant 
      Well Beginnings Advantage 
      Well Beginnings Infant 
 

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but we 
hope that you will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 

NEWS 

RAPIDS RAPIDS 



 

Ok, we’ve gotten through the “first half” of Winter and we’re into the new year.  But when you 
live in Northern Minnesota it’s more like only the first third.  Let’s just say there’s a lot of Winter 
yet to come. While December was way colder than normal, we’ve been fortunate to have a rela-
tively less freezing January than usual. Yet, Mother Nature has compensated by dumping on us a 

lot more snow than is our average amount!  As of this writing – we are 31 inches ahead of an average winter up to 
this point. 

Here's a truth about me: I kinda like Winter.  Still, there are some days when I’ve had enough.  Yet even in those 
times there are reminders of God’s blessings and God presence. God’s wonderful work as Our Creator is most beau-
tifully displayed in snowflakes. They may pile up and cause lots of headaches – and backaches from shoveling – but 
each individual snowflake is a unique, glorious work of art. I’ve seen the pictures a million times, but I still find the 
close-up photographs of snowflakes to be absolutely breathtaking. And no two snowflakes are exactly alike. 

If God pays such attention to the detail in each tiny flake of snow, how much more does God pay attention to each 
human created in the image of God’s own self? When my children were little we would take a magnifying glass on a 
snowy day and look at the ice crystals that formed on our window or go out and look at individual snowflakes and 
see for ourselves the unique design God had given each one.  Then I’d have them think on how wonderfully  and 
uniquely created each one of them were as well! 

And let’s not lose the lesson about the body of Christ we find in the “piling up” of the snow:  A single snow flake 
doesn’t make a lot of difference and can sometimes be overlooked.  But when added to all their “partners” they can 
really make a difference! The Church needs to collectively make Christ’s presence known in acts of mercy and deeds 
of Justice to declare and witness to the world the truth of the Gospel! 

I was with some of our congregation’s kids not long ago and we were outside making snow angels.  It was great 
‘cause when we were finished there was the evidence of our activity there in the snowbank. They’re not called 
“snow jerks” or “snow creeps” or “snow wrong-doers”.  They are snow angels.  What evidence does our activity 
leave for others to see?  We need to leave the evidence of the presence of God’s good news of grace and resurrec-
tion. 

And then, finally, the beauty of a clear winter’s night with a full moon!  Last week had such a night.  It’s amazing and 
breathtaking how bright and how beautiful the landscape is!  Just as the light of the moon is reflected off the snow, 
so are we to reflect the beauty of our Lord’s love to the community around us!  Winter can sometimes seem to 
stretch on – but it is the season we are in.  Let’s look for the promises, presence, blessings, and lessons God shares 
with us each day in the season we find ourselves! 

 

Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 

FIRESIDE READERS: 
 

 

Hello to Fireside Readers and anyone who might be interested in reading a variety of books and gathering with 
friends to discuss them.  The February book is “One Thousand White Women” by Jim Fergus.  This book has an 
interesting story of white women agreeing to “marry” native American men.  It follows a variety of characters  and 
why they made the decision to undergo this unique living situation for at least two years. I can say that this is an 
entirely new genre for me to read. We will be meeting at the church on Monday, February 27th at 6:30pm. 

Happy Reading, Wendy  

  



Our Advance monthly offering YTD is $21,914. The above monthly average amount has been adjusted to account 
for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church. We try to be careful stew-
ards of your gifts. 

NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 
 

 
Since writing the Newsletter article for January 2023, several communications have been prepared for the congre-
gation about the Congregational Trust Fund. So rather than to repeat those facts, you are invited to reflect on the 
logo that has been used for several years. 
 

 
The tree of life is actually the sculpture that hangs on the west wall of the sanctuary. It was 
made by Robert Mitchell, a member of our congregation. A practice that he used was to in-
corporate his initials (RM) in the sculpture for people to find in the branches or roots. The 
next time you are in the sanctuary take time to look for his initials in the branches. 
 
 

 
 
Our congregation is like that tree. We are rooted and grounded in our faith in God. Our individual spiritual Jour-
neys are our foundation for life, much like the trunk of the tree. From that foundational trunk we branch out with 
varying gifts and life paths, but still remain part of the tree. Our life journey is nourished from scripture, experi-
ence, reason, and tradition. We come together in worship, study, and service. 
 
As you reflect on your faith journey, think about the people who have nurtured you along the way. Give thanks to 
God for their gift in your life. Also reflect on the people you have nurtured in their faith journey. Give thanks to 
God for the opportunity to share with them. 
 
We open ourselves to where God is calling us in ministry in the years to come, praying for guidance on the way. 
May God BLESS & GUIDE US into our future. 

  December  2022   

  Monthly  Snap Shot   

      

  Income Expenses Net Income 

December General Fund                   16,327                    23,662                     (7,335) 

    

YTD - 2022                 252,354                  243,788                      8,566  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2022                   21,029                    20,316                         713  

From the Trustees: 

ALL Interior Doors in the building MUST be closed following use of the rooms. Many of these doors are Fire Doors 

and should be closed for safety. So please, if you are the last one out of a room, make sure the door is closed be-

hind you. Thank you in advance for your cooperation 



 

Membership & Evangelism: 

WEDDING & ANNIVERSARY PHOTOS FOR FEBRUARY 

It’s such fun to see the photos you send in on the screen Sunday morning or in the church email mes-
sages.  We have a great topic in honor of Valentine’s Day in February. 

Please send in a WEDDING and/or ANNIVERSARY PHOTO.  Remember to identify the people in the photo.  Some 
of us may look different!  If you wish you may add the year and the place you were married.     

You can scan OR take a photo with your phone of a wedding picture from your album or framed on the wall and 
send to secretary@umcgrmn.org   
 

SUNDAY COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

Please look for the sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall and plan to take a turn to serve coffee and treats follow-
ing the service.  This is the time of year when our ranks get a little thin, so your help is especially needed. 
 

FRIENDLY PHONERS:  UPDATE SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY  

We like to call each other just for fun and a friendly chat.   

Would you like to receive a call? 

Could you call someone and offer a bit of cheerful conversation? 

Contact Nancy at 218-256-7711 to make the arrangements or let her know if you plan to continue with your cur-
rent call list. 
 

HOSPITALITY TEAMS REORGANIZATION 

We sometimes need to contact people for help with funerals (baking bars, serving lunch, and running the dish-
washer). To facilitate this we have divided up our congregation into lists based on 2-3 months of the year.  If you 
have a preference, or cannot help at a certain time (perhaps due to a winter residence), contact Nancy at 218-256
-711.  
 

Thank you to the all the lumberjacks and lumberjills who helped with our special event. The Saturday decorators 
and pie bakers included a big group who finished the work by 11:00, but many stayed just for fun to chat until 
noon.  Thanks to Jodel and Jane Gilbert who made extra pies at home. The Sunday serving and clean-up crews re-
ally stepped up to get the task of providing a meal for 70 plus people accomplished. Thanks to all the cooks for 
delicious stew and beans, a perfect meal for a January day. Those who stayed for the team contests had some 
great laughs. Nancy. 

A Message from your Lay Leader:                                                                                                

February greetings to my church family!  Valentine’s Day can be a different kind of holiday for people.  Some may 
think that it is just another way for retailers (greeting card companies, florists and candy makers) to make more 
money.  We could consider replacing the idea of spending those dollars on just our own loved ones this year. Mak-
ing a donation to the Grace House or Food Shelf for people who don’t have their own place to sleep or food on the 
table might fill that gift of giving love in a new way.   

Our church is well known for our involvement in community projects and missions so let’s keep that up through-
out this year.  

Blessings to all, Wendy 



It was a great time bowling!  There were some pretty fancy forms and techniques exhibited in 
trying to knock those pins down!  Thanks for the great turnout and it was good to see all the 
new faces you invited!  Some have come to our meetings since!!  The sweatshirts look amaz-
ing!  If you want one we can still order them!  Let us know the color you want, your size, and if 

you want crew neck or hoodie!  If you haven’t brought your $20 for them please do so.  Also,  WE NEED YOUR 
PRMISSION SLIPS.  Jodi, our Administrator will email them out again or pick them up at the church office.  These 
cover you for all the activities (like bowling) we’ll be doing through all of 2023! 

 

Speaking of doing things – we’re going tubing in Coleraine on Sat. February 11th.  Meet at the MT. Itasca Winter 
Sports Center in Coleraine at 11:00 am.  We’ll tube for a couple hours or so and then head to the church to warm up 
and have pizza!  Also, March 24th and 25th is our Spring Lock-In!  We’ll gather at the church on Friday at 5:30 stay 
the night in the church (with a field trip or two) and finish at 10:00 Saturday morning!  We’ll play sardines and other 
games, have midnight snacks, go swim at the YMCA, worship, watch movies, and maybe even sleep! 

 

Look at your Summer calendars – We’re planning our Summer retreat like last year.  The two possible dates are July 
21st through the 23rd or the following weekend, July 28th through the 30th.  Were working with Northern Pines Camp 
to see which works best for both them and us.  We’ll make the decision at our meeting on Feb. 1st!  As always, our 
meetings are the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8:00.  We have a meal, games with prizes, discuss & share , and 
just be together in a place of acceptance and friendship. 

Ash Wednesday & Lent: 

 

The Season of Lent begins on February 22nd with our Ash Wednesday service.  If you’ve 
not been able to be at our Ash Wednesday service you’ve been missing a wonderful experience to step into a season 
of reflection, discovery, and preparation.  That service includes a unique communion experience that is powerful and 
intimate.  Service that evening is at 7:00 pm. 

During the Following Wednesday evenings we’ll again have our Lenten Bible Study.  It will include dinner (at 5:00) 
made by members of the congregation with the study at 5:30 to 6:30.  This year we’ll be studying “Creed: What 
Christians Believe and Why” by Adam Hamilton.  Using the Apostle’s Creed we’ll focus on foundational beliefs of the 
early church. In Creed, we’ll explore not only what Christians believe, but also why they believe, and why it matters, 
which in turn leads readers to confront and examine our own core beliefs and go beyond just reciting the Creed’s 
familiar words. The study will run from Wed. March 1st to Wed. April 5th. 

During Holy Week we will celebrate Maundy Thursday (and discover where the word “Maundy” comes from and 
Good Friday with a power service called Tenebrae.  Both at 7:00 pm also.  

Fat Tuesday! 

Come join the Fun!  On Tuesday, February 21st from 5:00 – 7:30pm we’ll be cele-
brating and having fun at our Fat Tuesday Party!  Fat Tuesday is a tradition from the 
South; on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday the community comes together as 
sort of a “Lent Eve”.  We’ll have games with prizes, crafts for families to take home, 
and Square Dancing! We have one of Minnesota’s finest Square Dance callers!  Dan Sahlstrom has been calling for 
decades and calls the dances at the Minnesota State Fair! We’ll be having Jambalaya (and hamburgers on the 
grill).  Not only is this a great way to enjoy the fellowship of our GRUMC family, this is a great way to introduce a 
friend to our congregation!  Come, let’s party – and bring a friend with you! 



Tribute to Shirley Habeger 

 
It was with sadness in our hearts that we received word that Shirley passed away at 

her home on the evening of December 27, 2022 following a short time with Hospice as 

she dealt with a diagnosis of aggressive cancer. As per her wishes, there has been no 

formal funeral. Those who knew her know that she never wanted to be the center of at-

tention. It was actually painful for her when we had a housewarming shower for her 

when she and Tom moved into their new home, and when church members and others 

of us had a farewell sendoff for her retirement. 

 
Shirley was truly a gift to so many people as she served our congregation those many 

years. She started her work as Secretary at the old church and journeyed through the 

process of building and moving into our new facility. She worked with four pastors: 

Dennis Hier, Marva Jean Hutchens, Alan Bolte, and Jim Crecelius, navigating differ-

ent styles with each one. 

 
With grace she moved through a host of technical changes with computers and soft-

ware, but was always grateful for the help of parishioners with expertise in the area.  

She helped various committees through their projects: from the fair booth; bazaar and 

salad luncheons; Open Door Coat Rack; Easter, Thanksgiving or Christmas mailings; as-

sembling Church Conference reports or Confirmation booklets. Through all of them, her 

contagious laugh and gratitude for the opportunity to work together left wonderful 

memories. 

 
She represented the congregation as the face of hospitality when outside groups used 

the church for their gatherings.  Many people from the community came to appreciate 

her. 

 
As those who were touched by sharing with her, we give thanks to God for the gift of 

her life in ours. We commend her to God’s eternal care and pray for God’s peace to sur-

round her husband Tom, and her son and daughter-in-law in their time of grief. 
 

If you think of someone who may not have read the church Email or this newsletter, 
please let them know and share a story or two. Since an obituary was not published, 
some people may not know. If you wish to send condolences to Tom, his address is: 
33964 Edgewater Ave. , Grand Rapids, MN 55744  



Coordinator:  
Nancy O’Toole 

 

The captain will contact you if there is a need for help 
serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 

 

    Marie Duffy       Gloria Gooler  
    Deb Hagenbuck       June Johnson 
    Sue Kolka       Sally LaDoux 
    Becky Larson       JoLynn Linder 
    Lori Olson       Willy Nuorala 
    Lisa Randall       Linda Rasmussen 
    Justine Williams   

         

   
1 Tommy & Sherry Thompson 
20  Ron & Sharon Rasmussen    
27  Jim & Rae Stephens 

     

   

  1    Jim Danielson 

  1    Cindy Ridley 

  3    Mike Gorham 

  4    Eugene Rasmussen 

  5    Keith Seward 

  6    Michele Olson 

  7    April Akre 

  9    Sheila Weeks 

10   David Strock 

11   Olivia Loney 

14   Jodi Martin 

15  Trudy Huffer 

15  JoLynn Linder 

15  Matthew       
Buchacker 

17  Roy LaDoux 

18  George Orlovich 

20  Mike Skoglund 

21  Pam Bloom 

22  Dale Anderson 

23  James Hanttula 

28  Theresa Major 

28  Nancy Shaw 

Joanne Dashel would like to thank eve-

ryone that contributed to the Secret 

Santa gifts. For: the gifts of cash, con-

tainers, bowls, plates, sauce pan, frying pan, and 

spatula. A special thank you to Bonnie Drake for 

taking her shopping and helping her get her apart-

ment furnished. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped me celebrate my birthday on the 15th.  Thanks for all the 

beautiful cards and kind words.  It was a special day with my church family.  Dave Hutchins 

I am writing this Thank You to each and 
everyone of my church family. This past 
10 months has been the hardest 10 
months of our lives.  So many decisions 

we have had to make. We are all doing our best to move 
on without our rock. He has made us strong with all his 
lessons and his love. Along with God, Dave and my church 
family walking with us we will get through this. He will be 
in our hearts forever.   
All our love, Dave Green family 

 

 

 
 


