November Sunday Schedule
Services at 10:00 am.
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

Nov. 14

1 Samuel 1:4-20
Hebrews 10:11-14,(15-18),19-25
Mark 13:1-8

1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN

2 Samuel 23:1-7
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

secretary@umcgrmn.org

Nov. 28

Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Dec. 5

Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Sunday school, Christian Education classes
and Fellowship time will begin at 9:00 am.

2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport

218-327-2216
www.umcgrmn.org

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC

Password:
BeOurGuest
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in love of
God and neighbor
REACH
new people
HEAL
a broken world

The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest.
– Psalm 85:12
Sometimes the growing season seems very long. Months go by, and at
times the growth of a crop seems almost imperceptible. In midsummer,
the calendar seems full of weeks when storms or disease might threaten a crop, and harvesttime seems far away.
The same is true in living out our lives in Christ. While we occasionally have seasons of rapid
growth in our faith, at other times the harvest seems far away, with many obstacles and
challenges to trip us up. Storms of anger sweep over us, and we speak harsh words to a
spouse or a child. Our land, our nation, continues in a season of drought. There are times
we wilt in the heat and drought of financial pressures, and we are tempted to cut corners as
stewards of the resources God has given.

STAFF

When the harvest seems so far off, we need to hear again God’s promise. Yes, our brokenness and sin are a reality we need to deal with. But hear and remember God’s great good
Pastor
Rev. James Crecelius news: God has also shown us God’s own unfailing love and God’s abundant & eternal life in
Christ!
Administrator
Jodi Martin
Accompanists

Susan Hoolihan
Ready Set Grow
Preschool

Mary Hanson
Shari Tverberg

The psalmist invites us to “listen to what God the Lord says” and to hear God’s promise of
love, renewal, resurrection, and peace! Jesus reconciles us and restores us to a right relationship! We are people of the empty tomb! In him, the harvest is guaranteed!
And here – now - we are in the season of harvest! The fields are ripe and the abundance
and blessing of God is and are evident. While, in some seasons of life the fruit of our lives
still seem far off – often we must be ready to act and harvest the opportunities of the Commonwealth of Christ. They are “at hand” as Jesus says.

Justine Williams

Through the growing season, certain plants become mature and their fruit ripe at different
times. We need to be daily checking the “fields of harvest” in our lives. The workplace, our
neighborhood, the classroom, our community….in each of these places and more – God is
breaking God’s Kingdom forth! Are we ready to harvest the opportunity to touch a heart,
change a life, build up and increase the community of faith for the Cause of Christ?

Office Hours

“The Lord will indeed give [us] what is good.” In due time, maybe in this time, but always in
God’s timing, our lives will yield a harvest in Christ.

Custodial

Monday-Friday
9:00-3:00

Be God’s, Pastor Jim

OPEN DOOR COAT RACK: As of the deadline for this newsletter, the Coat Rack committee and volunteers have everything set up and ready to distribute on October 27, 28 &
29. We’ve been excited and pleased with the changes that have been made. To date, 12
churches have brought in coats that have been cleaned, mended, pockets cleaned out
and coats placed on hangers. All of our volunteers have commented as to how much easier it has been than in previous years. Our prayers and expectations are that the actual
distribution will go as well. We will let you know the details and statistics next month.

NEWS

To everyone who has donated their used coats, dollars and/or time, thank you. The Open Door Coat Rack is an
important mission for our community and county promoted and hosted by our UMC congregation. The grants,
organization donations and personal donations as well as your commitment make it happen yearly!!
GRACE House: The annual dinner will be held at the TimberLake Lodge on December 2, 2021 from 5:00 -10:00
pm. See Kay Klingman (612-845-6649) to purchase tickets or with any questions.
DONATIONS: As we near the end of the year, your Missions Committee made donations to local organizations –
2nd Harvest, Salvation Army, Foster Love and New Beginnings. We are looking into how we can bless the residents of Grand Village with donations to pay for haircuts, celebrations, etc. We are waiting for information on the
Itasca Holiday Program. We will be discussing donations in November. If you are aware of an organization that
could use our help, please let someone on our committee know.
CHRISTMAS FAMILIES: The Mission Giving Opportunity this month will be used to bless 5 or 6 families who live in
our area. As we have done the past several years, donations received will determine how many families we bless.
Gifts are gift wrapped and given for the parents and children. Names of 3 families are received from Itasca Health
and Human Services. Family 1) 7 children living with a Grandmother due to both parents struggling with multiple
challenges. Family 2) 5 children the family struggles with poverty and other issues. Family 3) 3 children with a single mom having issues with poverty. One family this year will be suggested by Foster Love (a clothes closet for fostering parents – everything is free). Other families can be suggested to Pastor Jim by anyone in our congregation.
If you wish to contribute to the Christmas Families, please send or drop off your check in the office by November
30 with Christmas Families in the memo. In early December, we will ask for volunteers to help buy and wrap the
gifts.
We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but we hope that you
will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart!

Board of Trustees
You might have noticed the activity around the church with shingles & misc. roof items setting around. This is for
the damage to the roof on 7-26-21 from the hail storm. We have hired Trusted Builders from Rogers, Mn to do the
repairs to the roof. The work includes all new shingles, facia, gutters, vents, repairing of roof where a tree fell on it,
inside repair, dumpsters, labor, City Building Permit & clean-up.

Estimated damage by Insurance Co. is $200,000.00. The Church is responsible for approximately $1,000.00.
The work should be completed the week of Oct. 25th, weather permitting.
Thank-you to all those who participated in the fall clean-up at church.

Are you missing some of the service when watching from home?
Turn on Close Captioning and you can see the words as they are spoken. Look for
the icons on the bottom right side of the screen and locate the small CC in a box.
Click that and close captioning comes on. Click again and it goes off. When on, the
CC will have a small red line under it. You won’t miss a word of the service when
this is on. Try it!

September 2021

Monthly Snap

Sept. - General fund
YTD - 2021
Monthly average - 2021

Income
25,984

Expenses
18,679

Net Income
7,305

208,299

143,860

22,571

15,984

64,439
6,587

We have had the benefit of a PPP SBA loan for February and March which has paid our Salaries and utility expenses for those months. Going Forward we will be relying on our membership again to fund our ministries. Advance
monthly offering income of $20,629 has been received so far this year. The above monthly average amount has
been adjusted to account for this. Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.
We try to be careful stewards of your gifts.

Giving Envelopes for 2022
The Finance Committee voted to not purchase “giving envelopes” this year as we have books of them that are unused. We plan to mark out the account number and use them for 2022. If you use cash, simply write your name on
the envelope. This will result in a savings of around $200.

2021 Stewardship Campaign
This year’s Stewardship Campaign begins on Sunday, Oct. 31st. Each Sunday from then to Nov. 14th, we will have
bulletin inserts and members of the congregation sharing their experiences of the joy of giving and tithing. You
should have received a letter either by US Mail or by email from June Johnson, our Finance Committee Chair & Pastor Jim. In the coming weeks another letter along with an Estimate of Giving Card/Gratitude Card will be sent via
email. Sunday, Nov. 21st, is Consecration Sunday when we will bring our Estimate of giving Cards to church, present
them at the alter rail and consecrate them to the Lord.

Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)
On Sunday, December 6th, we will have Shane Skelly available at Coffee Hour in the fellowship hall to discuss the
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) that affects people over the age of 70 ½. He will have hand outs and be
available to answer any questions you might have. We will provide more information as the date gets closer.

GETTING ACQUAINTED
Hi GRUMC members! I have volunteered to get short write-ups from our members to put in the newsletter. It
would cover three topics:
1-History (where you grew up, employment, where you've lived & family ), whatever you feel comfortable sharing.
2-Hobbies (things you (or both of you) enjoy doing.
3-Your faith journey - What drew you to this church?
Also a picture of you/family will be used. If you are in the directory we can use that or else you can e-mail a picture. You can e-mail the article to jeanettemostoller@gmail.com or phone me (218/398-7221) and I can jot the
information down as we talk. Thank you for considering contributing an article! Faye Mostoller

FIRESIDE READERS
Our selection for Monday, November 22th at 6:30 PM will be THE FOUR WINDS by Kristin Hannah. There are several copies within the Arrowhead region and MnLink gateway as well as audio versions. Our current plans are to meet at the church in the Choir/Gathering Room as we have been this fall. If there
are changes to this format, we will send an email to all who are in the Readers' Email list as well as put it in the
Monday Message and/or Friday Forecast. All are welcome to attend. To add your name to our Readers' Email list,
please contact Michele Olson (molson2043@me.com) or Wendy Gorham (wendy@nwgas.com).

HALL OF FAME CONGRATULATIONS!
A round of applause and thanks to:
Nancy Tank for accepting the job of keeping the kitchen supplied with necessities.
Linda Maki for her willingness to chair funeral lunches.

LAYING IT ON THE LINE

By Michele Olson, Lay Leader

Which Bible speaks to you? According to the American Bible Society, there are over 900 English translations of the Bible. When you look up a verse or pick up a Bible for a Bible study, you may be somewhat confused when the words of the verse aren’t exactly as you remember them.
Some of us learned Bible stories using the King James Version. It was what we heard regularly on a Sunday morning,
learned in Sunday school, at Youth group or even at school. Dating myself, I can quite vividly remember participating
in a Christmas program at my high school in 11th grade. This remains for me the perfect Christmas presentation.
High school students in either speaking chorus or singing choir, told the story of Jesus’s birth reading directly from
the King James Version which was interspersed with familiar Christmas music sung by our choir.
My first personal Bible given to me by my Grandmother on Easter Sunday in 1955 is the King James Version. But I
also own and like to read some of the newer versions: the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), the New International Version (NIV) and the Good News Bible (GNB).
Tracing its beginnings to requests from people in Africa and the Far East, the Good News Bible became a popular,
easy to read and understand translation during the 1970’s and 1980’s. It was adopted by many Christian denominations. I liked reading this version in the 80’s; the language was simpler and was easier to follow. This is the version of
the Bible we have in our GRUMC pews which is rarely — if ever — opened.
As time moved on, the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) became more popular. Originally published in the
1950’s as the RSV and then updated by the National Council of Churches in the late 1980’s, it is the one we see
printed on our screens each Sunday for the Old Testament and New Testament readings.
In this current day and age, we can have our Bibles with us all the time. There is a “app” for that! On our phones or
tablets or computers, we can pull up the Bible and choose any version we want to read.
I now like to use the YouVersion Bible app on my phone and tablet. Founded by a tech-smart evangelical church
(LifeChurch.tv) in 2008, the YouVersion app lets you choose which version you read from over 1,492 versions in
1,074 languages; KJV, NRSV, NIV, GNB - whichever you like best.
But which one really is the best? The best one is the one that you read each day. ;-)

A really great idea: Instead of forcing youth to decide between The last home football
game with Senior Night (held uniquely on a Wednesday evening due to MEA) and our
Youth Fellowship meeting, the youth decided to go to the game. Some made signs supporting youth members of the church!
There’s been a lot of creative brainstorming this Fall! McBible is a new bible study originally designed to meet at
McDonald’s. However, McDonald’s does not have its lobby open yet, so breakfast sandwiches and breakfast burritos or Egg Bakes made by members of the congregation are being brought in and we’re meeting in the Youth Room
till their lobby opens. Were studying the Gospel of Matthew. The youth have opened the study up to anyone who
wishes to come and learn!
Another idea is to expand the Prayer Holder’s ministry. Youth suggested having a meeting of youth and church
members at a restaurant, having a Prayer Holder’s Update sent out to encourage and increase dialogue, and inviting prayer holder’s and youth meet away from church independently to increase the relationship between
them! All great ideas.
Remember, Youth meetings include all youth 5th grade up to 12th grade. We meet at 6:30 to 8:00. Dinner is included. Our next meeting is Nov. 3rd. We’re looking for a date in the second half of Nov. for an overnight in Duluth
to tour the UMD campus and spend some fun at The Adventure Zone! Also checking dates to go Christmas shopping for families and for a Christmas party.

SO I’M A METHODIST AND … The War Years of the Early 20th Century, 1914-1945
In the years prior to World War I, the Methodist Episcopal Church demonstrated its concern for social issues by
adopting a Social Creed in 1908. Social problems were also a spur in the movement toward ecumenism and interchurch cooperation. Each of the denominations now included in The United Methodist Church became active in the
Federal Council of Churches, the first major ecumenical venture among American Protestants.
There was also much sympathy in the churches for negotiation and arbitration as an alternative to international
armed conflict. Many church members and clergy openly professed pacifism. When the United States officially entered the war in 1917, pacifism faded as American patriotism was identified with the war effort. After the war, the
churches returned their energies to social change. One of their perennial concerns was temperance, and they were
quick to recognize it among their highest priorities.
Despite internal theological strife, the churches continued to cooperate with other denominations and acted to heal
earlier schisms. A division that had occurred in The Evangelical Association in 1894 was repaired in 1922, when two
factions united as The Evangelical Church. A numerically larger union took place among three Methodist bodies—
The Methodist Episcopal Church, The Methodist Protestant Church, and The Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
Representatives of these churches began meeting in 1916 to forge a plan of union and by the 1930s, a proposal was
developed which included partitioning the united church into six administrative units called jurisdictions. Five of
these were geographical; the sixth, the Central Jurisdiction, was racial, including African American churches and annual conferences wherever they were geographically located in the United States. Some were troubled by this prospect and opposed the plan; however, the majority of Methodist Protestants favored the union. Overwhelming approvals occurred at the General Conferences and annual conferences of the three churches and they were united in
April, 1939, into The Methodist Church. At the time of its formation, the new church included 7.7 million members.
United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist Publishing
House. Kindle Edition.

Everything You Wanted to Know About Ushering but Were Afraid to Ask
Calling all Ushers and Those Who Have Longed to be Ushers…
We are looking for volunteers who want to be Head Ushers and Next to Head Ushers. Since the last
newsletter we have had a very good response and filled the months of November, December and February and
have a good number of great volunteers who will fill in when needed. Thanks! But we still need to fill the other
nine months. So……please call Skip Drake @ 218-244-7319 day or night and I will answer if I’m not hunting or fishing – then you get voicemail. So, grab that phone, check your calendar and call before all the good months are taken. Thanks Skip

GRUMC’s Strategic Planning Process
Most everyone now has heard that the GRUMC Administrative Council and Staff are beginning to create a ThreeYear Strategic Plan for the Church. That is, all the Church’s various Committee’s i.e. Missions, Education, Finance,
Membership and Evangelism, etc. and Staff will be developing Goals, Objectives, Action Steps, Timelines, and Success Measurements and integrating them into a Church Wide 3-Year Plan of Action. Well, fine and good you may
say but why does our Church need such a Plan? Good Question! There are perhaps 3 reasons:
A written and shared plan will provide clarity, direction and focus for the entire Church’s efforts. All Committees,
Sub-Committees and Staff will be working towards successfully meeting the Church’s Mission, Vision and Values.
Everyone will be on the same page or perhaps signing from the same hymnal.
The Plan will help keep every Committee, Volunteer and Staff person on track. Church resources, and talents will be
focused on meeting those commonly shared Goals, Objectives, and Actions.
We as a Church Family will all share in the success of the Plan. We as a Family will all be on the same road together.
But, in order to be successful, we need to hear from you. We want you to think about the Church’s Mission, Vision
and Values (you can find them weekly on the Sunday Bulletin, on the Screen and on the website) and think about 5
things
What do you love about our Church?
What do you think is missing from our Church?
What don’t you like about our Church?

What do you want our Church to continue to do? And,
What do you want our Church to stop doing?
Here’s how your voice can be heard and be a vital part of the Planning Process. You can call or text Administrative
Council Chair Skip Drake on his cellphone 218-244-7319. Or you can talk to him at Church. Or of course you can always at all times talk to Pastor Jim. All communication will be confidential and private.
Your voice is vital! The Plan will be completed and shared on or close to 1-1-22 and will be a living vital document
for the next three years. Come share in the excitement be a part of our Church Family’s future.
Skip Drake

And We Are Thankful For…
As we move into November, we naturally start thinking of Thanksgiving. The gathering
of family and friends, the turkey and all the accompanying good food, and especially
the pies! In October we recognized and celebrated the work of our pastor, but in November, SPRC would encourage your thankfulness for the rest of for our church staff.
Beginning in our church office, Jodi Martin has become the glue that keeps our church running smoothly. More than
just greet and answer phones, she listens to everyone’s needs, directs them as needed, keeps Pastor Jim aware of
the needs of the congregation and on track for his many meetings & tasks. Her work goes beyond emails, preparing
the Sunday bulletins, and slides for Sunday worship, newsletter prep, recording phone messages, prepping lobby video messages, preparing materials for some committees, updating our church database information, coordinating
church use to include continually learning new software and new techniques as more is asked of her.
Thank you Jodi!
For over 15 years, Justine Williams has been our church custodian. This past period of CoVid-19 has been especially
challenging for her and not without personal health risks. Justine has faithfully maintained a healthy environment for
not only our church family on Sundays or committee meetings during the week, but for the many groups who are
welcomed to our church each week. In a volunteer, non-paid capacity, Justine puts in many hours a week leading the
YouTube recording of our church services as well as recording messages from Pastor Jim that are posted on FB. In
this capacity, Justine has gained a wealth of technical expertise that benefits us all.
Thank you Justine!
Our church staff also includes Susan Hoolihan who has been our organist and pianist for many years. Each week she
puts in time to practice for Sunday worship service. We are the beneficiaries of her extraordinary talent and love of
music each Sunday and for special events.
Thank you Susan!

Two staff members that all of us don’t see quite as often, but who are vital representatives of our church to the community are Miss Mary Hanson and Miss Shari Tverberg, our Ready Set Grow teachers. The Ready Set Grow preschool
program was initiated in our church over 25 years ago. Miss Mary and Miss Shari carry on this work with their creativity and love of the young children enrolled in their classes. The children and their families are welcomed, loved,
educated and cared for in a Christian environment.
Thank you Miss Mary and Miss Shari!
SPRC hopes that you will take time in November to say a special thank you to each of these people who
help our church strive to share God's Grace with all.

“HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS”
Thursday, December 2nd at TimberLake Lodge – 5:00 to 10:00pm
Early Bird Tickets on sale November 1, @ $60, (Tickets purchased after November 26, @
$65)
Join us for an evening of dining, fun and auctions at the 15th annual GRACE House fundraiser event. You’ll enjoy a
Prime Rib Buffet and Dinner music featuring the Northern Lights Trio. There will be an opportunity to bid on a wide
array of silent auction basket and live auction items. Bring your spouse, a friend or neighbor and enjoy a fun evening!! Tickets go on sale November 1st at GRACE House, Timberlake Lodge and GR Super One Stores. Please call Kay
Klingman, Dinner Chairperson at 328-6442 or call the GRACE House office at 326-2790 for more information or
questions. 2021 Guests thru Sept, 145 guests with 2390 bed nights-88% full, and 1669 meals. In 2020 we served 171
guests with 2842 nights-78% full and 2635 meals.

Membership & Evangelism
Caring Library:
21 Dana & Sandra Grina
29 Stephen & Bea Ovadje
30 Gene & Linda Rasmussen

The CareNotes rack is now located in the Fellowship Hall
where it will be easier to peruse and select a message of
comfort and encouragement. There are many helpful
booklets that offer support for the challenging issues of
life. Feel free to take one for yourself or to share with
someone else. Prayers and notes show others you care.
College Students:

1 Bryce Thompson
4 Ruth Martin
4 Jenna Naymst
5 Patti Kampa
6 Alice Anderson
6 Lana Hess
7 Ken Hansen
8 Eugene Swedeen
10 Becky Larson
11 Sandy Tulek
12 Carol Spooner
12 Charlotte Waller
13 James Borst
14 Ron Klingman

16
18
19
20
21
21
23
24
25
28
29
29
29
30

Julia Statsman
Loren Voehl
Jacob Larson
Sadie Larson
Annette Couch
Sheryl Tverberg
Vern Sisco
Dan Duffy
Joel Zimmer
Skip Drake
Corky Krall
Curtis Person
Marit Tverberg
Kenyon Casper

Coordinators: Carolyn Orlich &
Stephanie Zimmer
Karen Andersen
Sandy Hansen
Marva Jean Hutchens
Mandy Lakso-Norton
Jen Lund
Cindy Ridley
Margy Strock
Carrie Zimmer

Margaret Cass
Mary Hanson
Carol Kerr
Martha Lentz
Kathy Pliska
Candice Simmons
Sheila Weeks

The captain will contact you if there is a need for help

You can ADOPT A STUDENT. Volunteers are needed to
send greetings to the college students of our church family. Birthday and holiday messages along with prayers
and encouragement from home would mean a lot to a
student. This is an easy way to serve. There’s no need to
attend a meeting and you could even do it in your pajamas. Contact Nancy O’Toole (218-256-7711) if you would
like to participate.

Daylight Savings
Time ENDS

on Sunday,
November 7th.

Thank you so much to all who sent cards and prayed for
me during my recovery from surgery. Each new day I'm
feeling better and hopeful for my future hearing prospects. Dan Duffy
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lucy Walsh would like to thank everyone for the “good
bye” cards. She said that as she read the cards, she began to cry. She was so touched that we would shower
her with love and well wishes. She misses everyone here
but she is getting use to her new home.
If you did not know, Lucy moved to be close to family in
October. If you would like to get in touch with her, call
the church office.

