
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

December Sunday Schedule 
Services at  10:00 am. 
 

       
Dec. 5   Malachi 3:1-4 
   Philippians 1:3-11 
   Luke 3:1-6 
 
Dec. 12   Zephaniah 3:14-20 
   Philippians 4:4-7 
   Luke 3:7-18 
       
Dec. 19   Micah 5:2-5a 
   Hebrews 10:5-10 
   Luke 1:39-45 
       
Dec. 26   1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
   Colossians 3:12-17 
   Luke 2:41-52 
       
Jan. 2   Isaiah 60:1-6 
   Ephesians 3:1-12 
   Matthew 2:1-12 
       
 
 
           

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave ω Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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.ŜhǳǊDǳŜǎǘ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκŎκ
Dw¦a/ 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

Dwh² 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

w9!/I 
new people 

 

I9![ 
a broken world 

 

{¢!CC 
 

tŀǎǘƻǊ 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ 
Jodi Martin 

 
 

!ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛǎǘǎ 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
 

wŜŀŘȅ {Ŝǘ DǊƻǿ  
tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
Mary Hanson 
Shari Tverberg 

 
 

/ǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƭ 

Justine Williams 
 
 

hŶŎŜ IƻǳǊǎ 
Monday-Friday 
9:00-3:00 

 

#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƖƕ 

  

ItΩs Advent!  I know I say this about each season but, άThis is one of my fa-
vorite seasons!έ  In these weeks leading up to Christmas we can prepare 
our hearts, our minds, our households, our spirits, our lives to receive the 
great good news the angelsΩ sang to the shepherds: άΧnews of great joy 

for all the people: for unto you is bornΧa SaviorέΦ 
 
This season, Advent, invites us to άmake readyέΦ  In Minnesota they say there are two sea-
sons: Winter and road repair.  In both examples there is work to do.  What is the making 
ready that we are to be about in Advent?  A foundational concept is found in the Jewish 
words tikum olam.  It means to repair the world.  God invites us; asks us to be a partner with 
the Lord in the work of repairing the world! 
 
This is the continual work of GodΩs grace and redemption.  What privilege, what fulfillment, 
what purpose in participating in the restoration of the άworld God so loves!έ  A world so 
loved by God that God gave GodΩs very Son: the infant we celebrate, love, and adore in the 
manger. 
 
This repairing happens in small and big ways.  Sometimes the repair is obvious, noticeable. 
Sometimes it is quiet, hidden.  But it does not happen unless you give yourself to the work of 
making the world more gentle and just.  It doesnΩt happen unless we get about the work of 
repairing.  In Advent the words of John the baptizer are frequently quoted, άPrepare the way 
of the Lord, make GodΩs paths straight.έ This is not always easy and gentle work.  Ann Med-
lock and John Grahm, leaders of the Giraffe Project, have made it their lifeΩs work to gather 
and share the stories of folks who have helped others, who have given themselves to the 
repair of the world.  They call these people giraffes because they άstick their necks outΧΦΦfor 
what they believe in.έ   Kindness and courage are touchstones for living a life that gives hope 
and healing.  Sometimes it is hard work to do this work of repairing the world.  And yet, 
sometimes it is, as Mother Teresa said, άas simple and as common as the laughter of a 
child.έ  
 
In these days and weeks before Christmas we need to be intentional and active in preparing 
through the repairing work of mercy and justice.  Let us repair relationships worn down by 
much too busy schedules and apathy.  Let us repair ourselves through prayer, scripture read-
ing, and laughter with others. Let us repair our community with service, inclusion, compas-
sion, and forgiveness. And let us repair our world in sharing Christ with each and with all. 
 
May you and all your loved ones have a most blessed and merriest of Christmases! 
Be GodΩs, (And Merry, Merry Christmas!)      
 
Pastor Jim 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 



ht9b 5hhw /h!¢ w!/Y:  Everyone involved this year feel that the collection, set up and 
distribution of winter wear was a huge success!!  We gave out 572 coats to children and 
adults during the distribution days.  The statistics are as follows:  Children Coats: 284,   
Snow pants:  217, Boots:  227, Waterproof Mittens/Gloves:  147, Adult Coats:  288, Veteran 
Families:  12 

We gave 24 adult coats and 10 new childrenΩs coats to the Zion Clothes Closet.  Joe Maurer, a volunteer, took 
100 donated adult coats to EaglesΩ Healing Nest which is an organization committed to helping veterans.  Thanks 
to everyone for your willingness to help in every way needed! 

Dw!/9 IƻǳǎŜΥ   Unfortunately, due to the high rates of Covid in Itasca County. The Grace House Board of Direc-
tors made the difficult decision to postpone the December 2nd Grace House Annual Dinner to a later date. 
Watch for more information as to when it will be. Please call Kay Klingman (612-845-6649) with any questions. 

5hb!¢Lhb{Υ  This year our Missions team has reached out to help local residents in Grand Village.  We have 
sponsored an adult man who has no family. We purchased a newspaper subscription for him and put money in 
his account to pay for a few extras. We also donated $250.00 for haircuts for residents who don't have money 
for them.  

As we near the end of the year, our Missions Committee made donations to the following local organizations – 
2nd Harvest (to help reach the November match amount), Youth For Christ, GRACE House and Elder Circle. 

{![±!¢Lhb !wa¸Υ  We have connected with the Salvation Army to ring the bells.  The week of December 6 - 11 
from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm is blocked off.  Please contact Kay Klingman - 612-845-6649 to schedule.  Kay will coordi-
nate with the Salvation Army contact who will enter them into the Master schedule.  They do not have a local coor-
dinator this year.   

Joanne Johnson, Service Extension Director in Roseville has also asked if there is anyone who would be willing to 
pick up the kettles at each location, put the money into bank bags and drop them in the night depository at Wood-
land Bank each night.  They would appreciate a person who would be willing to take one night per week.  If you are 
interested, please contact Joanne at her office:  651-746-3406.  Let her know that you are from GRUMC. 
 
/IwL{¢a!{ C!aL[L9{Υ  Thank you to all who have contributed $ to help purchase Christmas gifts.  We plan to bless 
5 families from our area.  We have received information from Family & Child Services for 3 families.  Family 1:  7 
children being raised by their Grandmother due to both parents struggling with multiple challenges; Family 2:  5 
children whose family is dealing with poverty and other issues; Family 3: 3 children with single mom dealing with 
poverty issues.  As of this date, we are planning to find 2 more families to bless. 

We will be asking for shoppers and wrappers to buy and wrap gifts.  Please watch for our announcement.  If you 
wish to contribute to the Christmas Families, please send or drop off your check in the office ASAP with Christmas 
Families in the memo.   

We donΩt expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will 
prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

NEWS 

Sunday School 

Due to the High rate of Covid-19 in Itasca County, Sunday School is on hiatus. If you were at church on 

Sunday, November 28th your child received an advent calendar. If you were not here and would like one, 

contact the church office and we will get it to you. On December 19th we plan to have a ChildrenΩs Christ-

mas Program. With covid restrictions, we have to revise our plan, so please bear with us and watch for details com-

ing soon. On, December 19th children that are at the service and/or participate in the Christmas program will re-

ceive a special gift from the church. 



Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.  We try to be careful stewards of 
your gifts. 

Membership & Evangelism   

Meet Our Newest Member:  Jane Gilbert   

Jane is a retired Spanish AND French teacher from Illinois.   She moved here with her 

daughter and son-in-law (Twin Cities) when Covid started. The arrangement was meant to be tem-

porary, but itΩs working well and becoming permanent.  Jane loves Grand Rapids and has been a 

lifelong visitor because her father owned property on Pokegama Lake.   Other connections to Min-

nesota are a mother from Two Harbors and a father from Duluth. 

Jane has two daughters and a son. Growing up, they lived in Arlington Heights, Illinois near Chicago.  Jodel Crecelius 

actually graduated with JaneΩs daughter from high school. 

 Jane has a cat named Querida.  In Spanish, the word means άdarlingέΦ  If you remember the old Adams Family TV 

show, Gomez used to say this to Morticia as he kissed his way up her arm!  

She enjoys knitting and is looking for a writing group where she can continue working on family memoirs.  Jane is 

hoping to study the church directory in order to learn peopleΩs names. 

Please greet Jane and introduce yourself!  

Giving Envelopes for 2022 

The Finance Committee voted to not purchase άgiving envelopesέ this year as we have books of them that are un-
used.  We plan to mark out the account number and use them for 2022.  If you use cash, simply write your name on 
the envelope.  This will result in a savings of around $200.   

  October 2021     

   Monthly  Snap Shot   

        

  Income Expenses Net Income 

Oct. - General  fund                   20,006                    20,706                        (700) 

        

YTD - 2021                 228,305                  164,566                    63,739  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2021                   22,487                    16,457                      6,030  

 

FIRESIDE READERS  
 

In December, we will gather for an άAfter Christmasέ party on December 27 at the church. WeΩll start 

the evening early with supper at 5:30, followed by a book gift exchange and book discussion. The details of the sup-

per (which will be excellent) will be decided at the November meeting and too late for this newsletter, so watch for 

that information in an email. For the book gift exchange - please bring a book which is Christmas wrapped. We will 

play our usual άgift-swappingέ game to see who winds up with the most desired book of the evening. For discus-

sion, our December book is JACOB T. MARLEY by R. William Bennett. There are two copies in the church library for 

you to check out and read. Please return as quickly as you can, to pass on to the next person. 



We now know you can fit at least 41 cheese balls on a personΩs shower capped head that is 
coated in shaving cream!!  We even have photographic evidence.  Our last Youth Meeting 
was full of fun, great food (thanks Justine!), good discussion, and great plans for upcoming 
meetings and the new year! 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, Dec 1st.  As is the youth GroupΩs tradition, weΩll be off to 
do some shopping for families in need.  It was great to Have Justine Williams with us at our last meeting. There just 
might be other special guests showing up at meetings!  Justine had so much fun she hopes to be with us again 
sometime! On Wednesday, Dec. 15th weΩll share in our annual Christmas Party!  

Our Winter Youth Retreat is set for Friday evening to Sunday morning; January 21st through 23rd!  WeΩre off to 
Northern Pines Camp & Retreat Center as usual! (more spandex, yay) WeΩre asking each participant pay $50 toward 
expenses. 

Gracie has shared some great ideas on developing the Prayer HolderΩs ministry and we hope to begin to put these 
into place in the new year.  May we all, our families, our friends have a very merry and blessed Christmas! 

SO IõM A METHODIST AND é vǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛǘȅΣ мфпр-мфсу  
 

As WWII ended, the churches actively worked to secure world peace and order. Many laity, pastors, bishops, and 
church agencies supported the establishment of a world organization to serve as a forum for the resolution of inter-
national social, economic, and political problems. In April 1945, their labors contributed to the founding of the Unit-
ed Nations.  
 

During this era, there were at least three other important matters that occupied the attention of the churches that 
now compose United Methodism 
 

¶ First, a concern for ecumenism and church union. In 1946 The Evangelical Church and The United Brethren 
Church were united into The Evangelical United Brethren Church following twenty years of negotiation. The new 
church included about 700,000 members. The Methodist Church was interested in closer ties with other Meth-
odist and Wesleyan bodies and in 1951, it participated in the formation of the World Methodist Council. Meth-
odists and the Evangelical United Brethren became active members of the World Council of Churches and also 
cooperated with seven other Protestant denominations in forming the Consultation of Church Union in 1960.  

¶ Second, the churches demonstrated growing uneasiness with the problem of racism in both the nation and the 
church. Many Methodists were especially disturbed by the manner in which racial segregation was built into the 
fabric of their denominational structure. The Central Jurisdiction was a constant reminder of racial discrimina-
tion. Plans to abolish the Central Jurisdiction were agreed upon with the contemplated union with the Evangeli-
cal United Brethren in 1968. 

¶ Third, the churches debated womenΩs ordination. The issue was critical in the creation of The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. The Evangelical Church had never ordained women. The United Brethren had ordained women 
since 1889. In order to facilitate the union of these two churches, the United Brethren accepted the Evangelical 
practice, and womenΩs ordination was stopped. Methodists debated the issue for several years after their unifi-
cation in 1939. The Methodist Church began ordaining women in 1956. In that same year, women were granted 
full clergy rights and could be elected as members in full connection to an annual conference. 

 

United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist Pub-
lishing House. Kindle Edition.  
 

Next monthΧ United Methodism as a World Church, 1968 -. 

Marv  Grina and his family would like to thank those that helped him move to 

Majestic Pines in November.  



Reverse Advent Calendar  
 

 
An advent activity to help hungry families. Each day during advent, please place the suggested non-
perishable food item into a box at your home. As you collect the food, read the accompanying 
scripture passage each day. On Christmas Eve, bring your filled box to the church as we gather a 
congregational donation for Second Harvest Food Shelf. 
 
 

 

5ŀȅ ƻŦ !ŘǾŜƴǘ CƻƻŘ LǘŜƳ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ 

Sunday, November 28th
 Box of cereal Luke 11:1-4 

Monday, November 29th
 Jar of peanut butter Luke 11:5-8 

Tuesday, November 30th
 Stuffing mix Luke 11:9-13 

Wednesday, December 1st
 Boxed (instant) potatoes Psalm 107:8-9 

Thursday, December 2nd
 Macaroni and cheese Malachi 3:8-12 

Friday, December 3rd
 Canned fruit Genesis 1:29-31 

Saturday, December 4th
 Canned tomatoes Exodus 16:1-36 

Sunday, December 5th
 Canned tuna Ecclesiastes 9:7 

Monday, December 6th
 Dessert mix Matthew 14:13-21 

Tuesday, December 7th
 Jar of applesauce 1 Peter 2:1-3 

Wednesday, December 8th
 Canned sweet potatoes 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Thursday, December 9th
 Cranberry sauce Matthew 5:6 

Friday, December 10th
 Canned beans Genesis 19:1-3 

Saturday, December 11th
 Box of crackers Psalm 81 

Sunday, December 12th
 Package of rice Deuteronomy 8:1-20 

Monday, December 13th
 Package of oatmeal 1 Timothy 2:4-5 

Tuesday, December 14th
 Box of pasta Isaiah 55:1-3 

Wednesday, December 15th
 Spaghetti sauce John 6:27 

Thursday, December 16th
 Chicken noodle soup 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

Friday, December 17th
 Tomato soup 1 Chronicles 29:10-14 

Saturday, December 18th
 Canned corn Ruth 2:1-23 

Sunday, December 19th
 Canned peas Luke 1:46-55 

Monday, December 20th
 Canned carrots John 6:32-34 

Tuesday, December 21st
 Canned green beans 2 Corinthians 9:8-9 

Wednesday, December 22nd
 Canned salmon Luke 6:38 

Thursday, December 23rd
 Canned chicken John 6:35 

Friday, December 24th
 Bring your box to church Isaiah 55:12-13 



/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΥ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ hǊƭƛŎƘ ϧ 
{ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ ½ƛƳƳŜǊ 

  
 Karen Andersen  Margaret Cass 
 Sandy Hansen  Mary Hanson 
 Marva Jean Hutchens  Carol Kerr 
 Mandy Lakso-Norton  Martha Lentz 
 Jen Lund   Kathy Pliska  
 Cindy Ridley  Candice Simmons 
 Margy Strock  Sheila Weeks 
 Carrie Zimmer   

 
¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ 

   5  Ross & Margaret Cass 

 17  Kent & Darla Kirwin 

 28  Matthew & Carlee Buchacker 

    2   Jane Todd 

    7   Sue Kolka 

    8   Keith Lightfoot 

  14  Patricia Kutzorik 

  17  Madison Williams 

  20  Bill Hagenbuck   

  20  Muriel Johnson-  

             Fattic 

   20  Jen Lund 

 21  Abigail Zimmer 

 21  Bob Mitchell 

 22  Nancy O'Toole 

 23  Joni Namyst 

 23  Nevaeh Sisco 

 26  Arnold Hietala 

 26  Deb Hagenbuck 

[ƻƴƎŜǎǘ bƛƎƘǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 5ŜŎΦ нмǎǘ 
ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 5ŜŎΦ нпǘƘ 
ŀǘ пΥлл ǇƳ 


