
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

February Sunday Schedule 
Services at 10:00 am 

Feb. 6 Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
   Luke 5:1-11     

Feb. 13  Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 Luke 6:17-26 
  

Feb. 20 Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 
   Luke 6:27-38  

   

Feb. 27 Exodus 34:29-35 
 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
 Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
  
Mar. 2 Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
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United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

February 2022 

  
In the church year, we are in the “Season after the Epiphany”.  Too often I hear 
folk say we are in the “Season of Epiphany”. 
   

OK, before I get into this, let’s do some definitions.  If the word has a capital E, it means; “a 
Christian festival held on January 6 in honor of the coming of the three kings to the infant 
Jesus Christ.”  If the e is not capitalized, then the meaning is, “a moment in which you sud-
denly see or understand something in a new or very clear way.” 
 

Now, the Magi (Three Kings) are a story of how the Christ is manifested to the gentiles 
(Jewish word for people who are not jews).  These Magi had an epiphany about a star 
they had been watching and how it would lead them to discover a child born to be the 
King of the Jews.  After this epiphany, they made their journey.  I would invite us to live 
into the formal title of this church season:  the Season after the Epiphany.  Or for our 
sakes; “What to do and how should we live after our epiphany(s)?  In the scriptures for 
the Sundays following Epiphany, they start with Jesus’ baptism and finish with the story of 
Jesus taking Peter, James, and John up a mountain where he is Transfigured before them 
into his glorified (resurrected) state. I.e., Transfiguration Sunday.  
 

So….all that to ask myself/ourselves, “How do we live in response to our epiphany (new 
and more full understanding) of who Jesus, the Christ is in my life?  An epiphany has a 
changing effect on a person’s life.  In coming to a new, more profound understanding of 
something, it effects how we live in light of this “game changing” insight.  I know that as I 
grow in my relationship with the divine, it is not an epiphany so much as my spiritual jour-
ney is a pattern or series of new, more enlightening, more full, more mature, or more 
complete understandings.  Maybe the journey of discipleship is the process and progress 
of responding to the epiphanies the Holy Spirit brings into one ’s heart and mind. 
 

And just as the Sunday Gospel readings through the season after the Epiphany take us 
from Jesus’ baptism to the disciples’ epiphany experience on the mountain top, so we are 
invited to journey in faith discovery during these weeks between the story of the Maji and 
Ash Wednesday.  How might God be speaking to you to open your mind and heart to 
make ready for the coming Lent?  What might be some ways or spiritual disciplines you 
could lean into to make these weeks a time of lifestyle response? In what ways could you 
discover fuller understandings of who God is to you and who you are in light of God ’s 
great love for you?  Too often we can allow this these weeks to be a bit of wasted space 
between the Hub bub and hurry of the Christmas season and all the Lenten business and 
practices.  Rather, let this be a time of discovery, insight, changed habit, and more inten-
tional discipleship as you, I, and all the church respond and react to the event of the 
Epiphany that we might come to our own epiphanies.  May our journey this season move 
us toward a “transfiguring” of our hearts and minds, our spirits and our lives.  
 

Be God’s, Pastor Jim   

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 



 
GRACE House:  SAVE THE DATE!!!  The GRACE House dinner has been rescheduled for Thurs-
day, April 28, 2022.  Music will be by the Northern Lights Trio.  The prime rib dinner will begin 

at 5:00 PM.  If you haven’t already purchased tickets and would like to attend, please contact 
Ron Oleheiser at 218-326-2790. 

 
OPEN DOOR COAT RACK:  February/March are good months to purchase clearance winter wear to donate to the 
annual Coat Rack.  If you don’t have a good place to store your donations, you can hang them on the rack outside 
the office door.  We’ll get them moved into the garage for storage. 
 
JANUARY MISSION MINUTE:  Donations received by January 30 for the victims of the Kentucky tornados will be giv-
en to the Kentucky Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.  The donations go directly to help the peo-
ple of Kentucky who have lost everything due to the December tornados.   
 
MISSION TRIP 2022:  The 2022 Mission Trip has been planned for Beattyville, KY in April.  However, it was decided 
that we will only go if the electrical work has been done.  If it has not been completed, we are looking into a backup 
plan at the Cass Lake Reservation.  There are several people from Nashwauk UMC who are interested in joining our 
Mission team.  We look forward to them joining us! 
 
FREE WIG CLOSET:  We working Sharon Rasmussen to host a wig closet for cancer patients at UMC.  This will be a 
branch of Ruth’s Free Wig Closet held in the Aitkin UMC.  Sharon will take appointments to meet people to find a 
wig that would fit their needs. This would be a wonderful opportunity for outreach and serving our community.  If 
you have a vanity with a mirror that you would be willing to donate, please contact Kay Klingman, Marie Duffy, or 
Jodi in the office. 
 
UPCOMING MISSION MINUTES:  At our January Mission Meeting, we decided on the following agencies to support 
with the Mission Minute donations.  February:  Circles of Support, March:  2nd Harvest (Match Month), April:  Mis-
sion Trip – Kentucky or Instate, May:  Grand Village – Products. 
We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will 
prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 
 

NEWS 

 

Boo, Omicron, Boo!  It’s more than a bit frustrating to have to reschedule the Winter Retreat.  

In conversation with Northern Pines’ available dates and looking at folks’ calendars that we 

could, our new dates are February 11th through the 13th!  Both Justine and Teresa are still 

available to us and will be with us!  Justine has made a commitment to attend some Youth Fellowship meetings as 

she is available.  Other members of GRUMC are looking into coming on board as part of a larger youth ministry 

team! 

At our last January meeting we couldn’t set a date for going tubbing in Coleraine as we did last year.  By the time 

this newsletter gets out we’ll have met for the virtual experience of “The Event”!  At our meeting on the 2nd of Feb-

ruary, we’ll finalize some other plans for the Spring and early Summer.  In talks with ITCV we can begin taping 

youth updates and announcements as we previously planned! 

Some of the Spring ideas is a Lock-in during lent, going bowling, and fishing, and an overnight in the Cities that in-

cludes Valleyfair!  These are ideas we can decide on and more fully develop at our meeting and retreat in this 

month. 



Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.  We try to be careful stewards of 
your gifts. 

 

Giving Envelopes for 2022 

The Finance Committee voted to not purchase “giving envelopes” this year as we have books of them that are un-
used.  We plan to mark out the account number and use them for 2022.  If you use cash, simply write your name on 
the envelope.  This will result in a savings of around $200.   

Prayer Chain Invitation - LET’S EXPAND OUR PRAYER CHAIN IN 2022! 

We have a very active Prayer Chain with around FIFTY people who pray for specific requests.   New members are 
always welcome.  Would you like to be a part of this vital ministry?  

It’s easy.  Just contact Nancy O’Toole at nlotoole@me.com.  Your name will be added to the list and you will begin 
receiving emails.  They will come from Nancy or Jodi in the church office.   

Here are a few guidelines for participation, important for new members and a good review for all others. 

Prayer Chain Guidelines 

DO make initial requests brief and specific.  E-mail Nancy (nlotoole@me.com) or Jodi in the church office. 
(secretary@umcgrmn.org)   

DO immediately stop what you are doing and offer a prayer for that need.  You may pray in any way that suits you:  
silently or out loud, head bowed or looking up, kneeling or standing.  God will hear all prayers, but only if they are 
offered. 

DO record prayer requests in a notebook or a folder on your computer for further prayers and reference. 

DO pray for God’s will.   (DON’T pray answers, but pray requests.) 

DO reach out in other ways if you are inspired to do so, perhaps writing a note or sending a message. 

DO share and record follow up information on people who have been receiving prayer. 

DON’T call the people being prayed for to tell them that you are praying. 

DO invite others to join our prayer group and have them contact Nancy.  

DO remember that confidentiality is vital! 

  December 2021     

   Monthly  Snap Shot     

        

  Income Expenses Net Income 

Dec. General Fund                   19,460                    18,441                      1,019  

        

YTD - 2021                 264,730                  207,208                    57,522  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2021                   22,060                    17,267                      4,793  

 

Advent Food Donation brought 577 pounds of food to Second Harvest!! 

Thank you to all the participated in this event to help local families.  

mailto:nlotoole@me.com
mailto:nlotoole@me.com


HOW DID GRUMC COME TO BE? GRUMC HISTORY Part 1:  
A few months ago, I decided to “conquer” our official church records. GRUMC has two long-standing record books in 
which the official records of the church have been kept over the years: the baptisms, the marriages, the member-
ships, and the deaths of the people who have been a part of making GRUMC what it is today. At the very back of the 
oldest book, I found a historical record written by the first pastor of what is now GRUMC. This record tells just how a 
Methodist church - which we know as GRUMC - came to be in Grand Rapids. I’ll share it with you, in two parts. 
 
The first Methodist services were held in Grand Rapids in 1892 by the Reverend F.H. Feetham, a supply pastor from 
First Methodist Church, Duluth who organized and served churches at Grand Rapids and LaPrairie. For twenty-seven 
years the Methodist Church grew and flourished with the village. (See “Our Fathers Built - A Century of Minnesota 
Methodism, p 47, 48.) 
 
In 1919 both Methodist and Presbyterian churches faced the necessity of extensive building programs, and after 
several joint meetings decided to form a federated church for the community. (See Historical Brochure of Communi-
ty Presbyterian Church.) A Methodist minister the Reverend Arthur Dinsdale, was the first pastor of the Grand Rap-
ids Community Church. When he left the field after a year’s service, the church officials voted to affiliate officially 
with the Presbyterian Church. Many Methodists united with the Presbyterian Church. (See Conference Yearbooks of 
Northern Minnesota Annual Conference, years 1919, 1920.) Others maintained their membership in neighboring 
Methodist Churches or in the Methodist churches from the communities from which they had moved. For thirty-
three years there were no Methodist services held in Grand Rapids. 
 
In October 1952 the Reverend Edward Gebhard, pastor of the Coleraine - Marble charge and former associate of the 
National Christian Teaching Mission of the Department of Evangelism, National Council of Churches, directed a 
county-wide Itasca County Teaching Mission in which, as a part of the program twenty-eight churches of the county 
united in taking a religious census. The Grand Rapids portion of the census revealed a large number of families and 
persons who indicated a Methodist Church preference (fifty-two family cards in all.) This information was turned 
over to the Reverend Russell Hubbard, district superintendent of the Duluth District who served as the guest leader 
for the Coleraine charge.  
 
He reported the census information to the Minnesota Conference cabinet, and it requested Edward Gebhard to 
study the situation further and recommend what action should be taken to serve the Grand Rapids Methodist fami-
lies. In the early spring of 1953 Mrs. Katherine Reed, a former deaconess of the Methodist Church, and Mrs. Deming 
Tuttle two of the Grand Rapids Methodists, on their own initiative, canvassed the families who had indicated a 
Methodist preference in the census. When they found a genuine interest in establishing a Methodist church, they 
contacted the Reverend Elsie Hartman of Deer River and the Reverend Edward Gebhard of Coleraine. 
 
On the last Sunday of March 1953, an informal meeting was held at the Village Hall in which the Methodist families 
were invited to express themselves. Twenty-seven persons were present and elected a steering committee to con-
sider further the needs of their families. This committee held its first meeting in the home of Mrs. Deming Tuttle. On 
April 1st, a Grand Rapids Circle of the Coleraine W.S.C.S. was organized at the home of Mrs. R.P. Peterson and her 
mother Mrs. Reed. Mrs. L.W. Schmiege was elected chairman and Mrs. Katherine Reed, secretary, and the group 
decided to function as a circle meeting twice a month, anticipating the possibility of future Methodist organization.  
- written by Edward W. Gebhard, organizing pastor. 
 

FIRESIDE READERS  
The Fireside readers will be meeting on Monday February 28th at 6:30. We will be meeting at the 
church.  The book for this month is “The Stranger in the Woods” by Michael Finkel.  We welcome new 

readers to the group and it is not limited to church members.  Please feel free to invite friends. 



Coordinators: Nancy O’Toole 
 
 

Marie Duffy  Gloria Gooler 
Deb Hagenbuck  Brenna Holmstrom 
June Johnson  Sue Kolka 
Becky Larson  Sally LaDoux 
JoLynn Linder  Andrea Major 
Willie Nuorala  Lori Olson 
Lisa Randall  Linda Rasmussen 
Justine Williams 

  
The captain will contact you if there is a need for help 

   1    Tom & Sherry Thompson 

   27   Jim & Rae Stephens 

    

  1   Jim Danielson 

  1   Cindy Ridley 

  3   Mike Gorham 

  4   Eugene Rasmussen 

  5   Keith Seward 

  6   Michele Olson 

  7   April Akre 

  9   Sheila Weeks 

  10 David Strock 
 

   14 Irving Flinck 

   14 Jodi Martin 

  

 15  Trudy Huffer 

 15  JoLynn Linder 

 15  Matthew  
       Buchacker 

 17  Roy LaDoux 

 21  Pam Bloom 

 23  James Hanttula 

 28  Theresa Major 

 28  Nancy Shaw 

   

This and That from the Church Office: 
 

Devotions: We receive bi-monthly Upper Room Devotion books in both large and regular print. They are available to 
pick up at the church. You can find them and a donation box on the glass top counter behind the information booth. 
We also have the Annual Disciplines available to purchase; $11.49 for regular print and $13.49 for large print.    
 

Christmas Cards: Be sure to check your mailbox slot for any Christmas cards that may have been left at the church.  
 

Newsletters: If you currently receive your newsletter via snail mail and would like to receive it via email, please con-
tact Jodi at the church office. Thank you. 

BREEZE GRUMC ONLINE DIRECTORY: 

The Breeze GRUMC Online Directory is now active. If you 
have an email address with us you can request to re-
ceive an email with instructions for accessing our new 
online directory.  

If you were not in our last GRUMC directory and would 
like to be included in the online directory, please notify 
Jodi in the church office <secretary@umcgrmn.org>.  

If you have not given the church your email address and 
would like to be included in the directory, please send 
the information to Jodi in the church office.  

Note that you must have an email address listed with 
us in order to view the directory. If you have any ques-
tions or difficulty setting up your member account, 
please contact Jodi at the church office. 

Email communication change: 

Hopefully, by the end of February emails from the 

church office will be sent using our Breeze server. The 

email address will be from: Jodi Martin 

<secretary@umcgrmn.org>; (Jodi Martin via 

breezechms.com). The emails may go to your spam/junk 

file until you click not spam/junk. We are having trouble 

with restrictions on Outlook, so we will be switching 

after everything is updated in Breeze. I had hoped to 

have it done in January, but with the preparations for 

the annual Charge Conference, my hands were full and I 

did not have the extra time to verify emails from Out-

look. A notice will be sent via email from the old Out-

look when the switch happens to let you know to check 

your spam. 

mailto:secretary@umcgrmn.org


Membership & Evangelism 

GETTING ACQUAINTED: 

Faye Mostoller is enjoying Texas for the winter, but she is still interested in featuring a member or 
family each month in an article to help us learn more about one another.  Please help her by send-
ing a short biography and your history at our church. 

Her email is fizz1961@yahoo.com.    Watch for her to also feature some of the new faces at GRUMC. 

BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION 

Another way we hope to improve our recognition of names/faces is by featuring folks with birthdays each week on 
the screen during church.  You may be approached with a request to be photographed (or send in your own photo).  
We would also like to know your birthplace and the places you have lived.  It should be interesting to connect with 
people in a new way.   

NEW MEMBERS 

Membership Sunday is scheduled for April 3rd.  If you wish to become a member, contact pastor Jim.   327-2216 

HOSPITALITY TEAMS 

In the event of a funeral or meal at the church, everyone is organized onto a two -month team with a chairman.  If 
bars or servers are needed, you may be called to assist.  These lists are reviewed once a year.  The lists are attached 
if you wish to review them.  If you are unable to help with events or wish to be changed to a different month, please 
contact Nancy O’Toole:   218-256-7711      nlotoole@me.com 

DO YOU WATCH OUR SERVICE ONLINE? 

If you are watching the online church service, please send an “I’m watching” message each time.  We have no way 
of knowing who is worshiping in this way unless you do.  We care about our church family and are anxious to deter-
mine who is still connecting and who needs our attention.   

ELDERLY/SHUT-INS-FRIENDLY PHONERS 

When Covid began almost two years ago, we initiated a calling program with pairs of our people assigned to share 
phone conversations.  It’s time to reorganize.  If you would like to receive a friendly call or could volunteer to call 
someone, please contact Nancy O’Toole:  

218-256-7711      nlotoole@me.com 

GRUMC Office Hours 

Office Admin; Jodi 

Monday-Friday 9:00 am- 3:00 PM 

(Occasional work from home) 

 

Pastor Jim 

Monday – Friday 9:00 am- noon 

And by appointment in the afternoon 

 

Custodian; Justine 

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday afternoons 

Or as needed for special events 

mailto:fizz1961@yahoo.com
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