July Sunday Schedule
Services at 9:30 am
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13

United Methodist Church
Of Grand Rapids

2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29

2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport

July 18

2 Samuel 7:1-14a
Ephesians 2:11-22
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

www.umcgrmn.org

July 25

2 Samuel 11:1-5
Ephesians 3:14-21
John 6:1-21

Aug. 1

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a
Ephesians 4:1-16
John 6:24-35

218-327-2216
secretary@umcgrmn.org

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC

Password:
BeOurGuest
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RAPIDS

United Methodist Church
Of Grand Rapids

GROW
in love of
God and neighbor
REACH
new people
HEAL
a broken world
STAFF
Pastor

Rev. James Crecelius
Administrator
Jodi Martin
Accompanists

Susan Hoolihan
Gretchen Bensen
Ready Set Grow
Preschool

Mary Hanson
Shari Tverberg
Custodial

Justine Williams
Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:00-1:00

Wow, Let’s see…Almost 90 degrees yesterday. Frost warning on Monday night! 2
days at 88 degrees or above before that. Pretty wild ride weather wise lately.
The next “new day” in the weather comes and goes! Two weeks ago, I saw some
of our church’s kids we haven’t been able to see through this covid season – they had grown so
much!
It’s important to stay on the moment. God is always with us and Jesus reminds us that his Spirit
will never leave us. That makes each moment and every occasion sacred; full of the presence of
God. Even if it might be a moment or an event of crisis, or loss, or pain. God is with you in that
moment – during the distressful event. That’s the promise of God’s steadfastness! God is faithful even when we are faithless, even when we are broken, or scared, or angry, or whatever.
With this truth we can see that God can redeem or overcome or reconcile all the moments in
our lives. We need to be present in each moment through each day. Daily commit ourselves to
Christ; turn over each decision, each action, each encounter. Find the Divine in all the occasions
and opportunities that come your way each day. Being a disciple is a daily (if not moment by
moment) choice. “Am I participating in the Cause of Christ in the moment, with this decision”?
What is the next right thing I need to do? Which choice is the one that most reflects Grace?
What action most leads to or brings forth Justice? These are some of the questions to focus on
and keep in the back of your mind as you move through the day. I have a friend who always asks
himself, “Who does this day belong to today”? “Jesus or me? Each day he decides to live the
day for Christ!
As we move through each day focusing on God’s presence we can discover more beauty in the
world and the people around us. We can live into the moments of our lives and find that the
events of our days are more gift than obstacle, more blessed that cursed, more vital that drab.
We’re moving into the next season of our lives together as a congregation. As we move into our
new normal, what can we add to our worship, our fellowship, our education, our outreach, our
hospitality? How do we more encourage, engage, and serve our younger families? In what ways
can we nurture, attend to, and serve our elderly members? God is at work in the life of GRUMC!
The Holy Spirit is moving through the members of our congregation in powerful, exciting and life
changing ways!
Now we’re in the season after the day of Pentecost: the Birth of the Church! What new doors
will God’s Spirit be opening for us? What new opportunities and blessings are in store – especially if we’re expectant and watching for the next new thing God is doing even in the next day,
next moment of our lives?
Be God’s, Pastor Jim

NEWS

HABITAT: The groundbreaking for the new home will be on June 30. At this point, Habitat is contracting the early work out. Martha Lentz will let us know when volunteers are
needed. If you have any questions, please contact Martha at 218-838-2013 or email at
zzzahtram@northlc.com.

UMC GARAGE SALE – July 9-10: SET UP WILL BE JUNE 5-8 from 10:00 – 4:00. Please come to help if you are available. Many hands will make for quick work! If you are interested in helping with the sale on July 9 or 10 to set up
a shift, please contact Marie Duffy (218-256-7562 or oldapron@yahoo.com)
COAT RACK UPDATE: Local church representatives from 7 churches met with the Coat Rack committee on June
21 to discuss the best way to move forward for the 2021 drive. Everyone was in agreement that we need to make
some changes to improve the sorting prior to distribution. A couple of representatives from the meeting will join
the committee. We will be serving children 0 – 18 years of age and adults. If you have gently used winter wear
that is clean and in good condition, please keep them at home until further notice. It was decided at the meeting
that we will accept wool coats that have been dry cleaned and have a tag on. We will keep you updated as we
move forward.
GRACE HOUSE UPDATE: As of June 20, 7 guests have returned to the shelter. 2 guests are waiting for the results
of their Covid tests. The Board requirements are that unvaccinated guests will have a Covid test and wait 3 days
to move in. The staff is doing everything they can to provide a safe environment for guests, volunteers and staff.
Volunteers are always needed. If you are available, please call 218-326-2790.
BLOOD DRIVE – July 29 & July 30: Elder Circle will be hosting a blood drive at UMC. The Elder Circle blood drives
have grown enough to new two buses which works well in our parking lot. To schedule a donation or for information about blood drives in the Grand Rapids area, visit https://www.mbcherohub.club/donor/schedules/zip or
contact Lisa Randall at ElderCircle at 218-999-9233 x278 or lisa@eldercircle.org
YOUTH MISSION TRIP: Mission trips are valuable life changing experiences for our youth. If you would like to donate to the cost of the trip, please make your check out to GRUMC with Youth Mission Trip in the memo. If you
bring cash, please note the envelope with Youth Mission Trip. Funds need to be to the church by July 1.
KENTUCKY MISSION TRIP: Unfortunately, we have had to cancel the fall Mission Trip to Kentucky due to many
conflicts. The current plan is to plan to leave the day after Easter 2022. We ask you to prayerfully think about
the Kentucky Mission trip. If you are considering joining the team, please connect with Pastor Jim or Jim H.
As always, we don’t expect everyone to donate to every opportunity we present, but we hope that you will
prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart!
“Hello, I am very fine thank God. I love Christmas candies & lights. I am doing fine at school. Have a Merry
Christmas,” - Alexander (Left)
“Hello, God Bless you. I hope you are fine and that
God’s grace, I hope to see you soon and that this virus
leaves soon so that I can hug you and that we can go to
school to take class face to face. I want to see my
friends face to face again.” - Efrain (Right)

May 2021
Monthly Snap Shot
May - General fund
YTD - 2021
Monthly average - 2021

Income
21,731

Expenses
19,167

Net Income
2,564

123,893

72,582

22,263

14,516

51,311
7,747

We have had the benefit of a PPP SBA loan for February and March which has paid our Salaries and utility expenses for those months. Going Forward we will be relying on our membership again to fund our ministries. Advance
monthly offering income of $21,731 has been received so far this year. The above monthly average amount has
been adjusted to account for this. Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church.
We try to be careful stewards of your gifts.

Vacation Bible School
Come join us for “ Discovery on Adventure Island”! August 9-12 from 9:-12:30 each morning!
From a powerful, majestic lighthouse on an enchanted island, Explorers are guided by the Lighthouse Keeper and
Beacon the Puffin on an exciting quest to find four mysterious Infinity Lanterns to help light their way. Using map
coordinates from their Reference Book (the Bible), your child will be discovering clues to find each Lantern while
learning how God's light shines in the lives of familiar biblical characters in Old and New Testament stories (and in
theirs)!
Your child will:
Be encouraged to trust God even when fearful – Lean on Jesus!
Understand how to act on their faith – Live Like Jesus!
Celebrate God's work in their lives – Joy in Jesus!
Be reminded to share God's hope – Loving others with Jesus!
We’ll be needing the whole church to welcome, teach, celebrate with, and go on
the VBS adventure with our neighborhood’s, the community’s, and our own congregation’s kids!
Sign up will begin the last week of June and go right up to August 6 th! You can help us by signing up your child(ren)
right away and have them each invite a friend! Our goal for Kids attending is 50+!
We’ll need 6-8 youth, adult teachers, greeters, activity leaders, 2 coordinators, and treat servers!!

GETTING ACQUAINTED COLUMN:
For some time Mary Dewey has prepared a GETTING ACQUAINTED column for the monthly newsletter that introduced church members and gave interesting information about them. Everyone enjoyed learning more about our
church family. Mary has retired from this activity and we are seeking a new person to take over. If you like people
and enjoy writing, please contact Nancy (218-256-7711) or nlotoole@me.com

CHURCH PICNIC AT THE PARK:

FIRESIDE READERS:
Our selection for July 26th
will be REDEEMING LOVE by Francine
Rivers.

Sunday, July 18th

There are several copies within the Arrowhead region
as well as audio versions. As we did last year, we’ll have
a supper meeting with a choice of box lunches
to order We will meet at church at 5:30 PM. We will
not be zooming this meeting. Information about lunch
choices will be coming out in early July from Nancy or
Michele.

Menu: hot dogs, chips, watermelon,
and ROOT BEER FLOATS!

At Veteran’s Park following the
church service.

Not a potluck——Free will offering.
Don’t miss the fun and the exciting water balloon toss.
Bring your lawn chair if you wish.

Hello Youth and Youth Families,

Aaaand so it's Summer! Make the most of these weeks of warmth, free time, Summer Jobs,
swimming, family trips, and all the rest of this season's blessings!
At our last meeting, the group decided to continue meeting through the Summer! Wow, Awesome! Through the Summer we'll meet both Jr. High & Sr. High together.
Congratulations to all the hard workers at both Car Washes! $1,004 on May 22nd! $1,154 on
June 19th!
The dates for meetings through the summer will be:
Wednesday, July 7th
Wednesday, July 21st (part of the meeting will be mission team packing)
Mission Trip: July 22nd through Aug. 2nd
Wednesday, Aug. 11th
Wednesday, Aug. 25th
Sunday, Aug. 15th, Weiner Roast/ Smore’s/ Flashlight Tag night and sleep over/camp out at Pastor Jim and Jodel's
house. Starts at 7:00 pm
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Groups "End-of Summer" trip to Valley Fair. We leave Tuesday, August 24th. Stay over at
Simpson UMC in Minneapolis. Spend Wednesday, August 25th, at Valley Fair. Home around 9:00 pm .
Change of Date! Iron Range Youth Gathering, Sunday, Sept. 12th, 4:00 (Location will be at a state park in our region)
Be God’s, Pastor Jim

URGENT Need for Blood Donors
A long-term drop in the number of blood donors during the pandemic, as well as a
recent surge in the need for blood, has led to a local and national blood shortage.
The blood supply is currently low due to a drop in donations since the pandemic
started--nearly 40,000 blood donors in Minnesota have not returned to donate
blood. At the same time, there's been a recent surge in the need for blood as hospitals perform surgeries that were postponed during the pandemic.
In partnership with ElderCircle, UMC will be hosting a blood drive on Thursday-Friday, July 29-30. To schedule a
donation or for information about blood drives in the Grand Rapids area, visit https://www.mbcherohub.club/
donor/schedules/zip or contact Lisa Randall at ElderCircle at 218-999-9233 x278 or lisa@eldercircle.org

LAYING IT ON THE LINE

By Michele Olson, Lay Leader

I recently found the secret to cooking perfect hard-boiled eggs. Ones that easily peel with no clinging
shells and contain the most beautiful yellow cooked yoke. I had tried many, many times to reach this
perfection but with every method, part of the shells would not let go taking the white with them and
ruining the egg-shaped perfection. Worse yet, the outside of the yoke would have taken on the greenish color that I
did not want.
Then I came across this recipe:
Bring a pot of water to a boil. Carefully place eggs in the water and reduce the heat slightly so that it remains a slow,
constant boil. Set the timer for 13 minutes. When the timer goes off, remove the eggs, plunging them in ice water,
leaving them in and timing for 5 minutes. When the timer goes off the second time, peel your eggs.
Well, this was the silliest thing I’d ever heard! It went against every recipe I’d ever tried. Who ever heard of placing
eggs in boiling water? That was definitely not the way I’d been taught or the way my mother and grandmother did
it!
But the idea stuck, so I tried it. And you know what? It works. Every. Single. Time. I’ve now hard boiled eggs this way
6 times, with always the same perfect results: beautiful eggs with no missing white and perfect yellow cooked
yokes.
Whew! It took me over 60 years to learn how to get the results I sought.
For some reason, we often tend to continue trying the same thing over and over and hoping to get different results.
We resist trying something new, thinking the ways we know and are comfortable with must be the correct and best
way because that is what we have always known.
And in this era of constant change, it is difficult to stick with the old familiar methods and oftentimes very hard to
understand or even consider a new changed way. And yet, sometimes, perhaps, we need to just try a new idea - like
a new recipe for something as simple as hard boiling eggs - to find that a different way does get results. And on occasion - the results we hoped for. Food for thought.

SO I’M A METHODIST AND … Revival and Growth.
The Second Great Awakening was the dominant religious development among Protestants in America during the
first half of the nineteenth century. Through revivals and camp meetings, sinners experienced conversion. Circuitriding preachers and lay pastors knit them into a connection. This style of Christian faith and discipline was very
agreeable to Methodists, United Brethren, and Evangelicals who favored its emphasis on the experiential. The
memberships off these churches increased dramatically, as did the number of preachers serving them. The structure of Methodist, United Brethren, and Evangelical Association churches allowed them to function in ways to support, consolidate, and expand their ministries. Local classes could spring up wherever a few women and men were
gathered under the direction of a class leader. The itinerant preacher, who had a circuit of appointments under his
care, visited regularly. This system served the diverse needs of city, town, or frontier outpost. The churches could
go to the people wherever they settled. Annual conferences under episcopal leadership provided the mechanism
for admitting and ordaining clergy, appointing itinerant preachers to their churches, and supplying them with mutual support. General Conferences, meeting quadrennially, proved sufficient to set the main course for the church,
including the creation of the Discipline by which it was governed.
Next month … Conflict & Schisms
United Methodist Church. The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church 2016 . The United Methodist
Publishing House. Kindle Edition.

Youth Mission Trip to Elkview, WV is July 22nd through Aug. 2nd. Thank you to all
those that made this possible!

Coordinator:
Skip & Bonnie Drake
Chuck & Julia Brewster
Barbara Brossmer
Jan Crandall
Dennie & Irene Driemann
Joyce Dudley
Bertha Hamilton
Arnie Hietala
Trudy Huffer
Muriel Johnson-Fattic
Harriet Lucia
Joni & Pat Namyst
Bruce Robinson
Bob & Ginny Rucinski
Bette Sigfrinius
Penny Smeby
Jim & Rae Stephens
Leila & Clayton Stevens
Dee Warren
Sandy Williams
The captain will contact you if
there is a need for help serving a
lunch, funeral or other event.

8 Ken & Pam Spangler
15 Steven & Willow Loney
21 Dave & Barb Green

If you’d like to serve as a
lay reader during Sunday
service, please contact the
church office.
To be added to
pray for others,
or to request
prayer, contact
Nancy O’Toole at
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20
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31

Mary Hill
Sandy Williams
Katheryn Aiton
Ethan Zimmer
Mike Pellersels
Carrie Zimmer
Sebaestian Anderson
Amanda Keech
Dorothy Church
Ed Duke
Isabelle Danielson
Karen Andersen
Marie Duffy
Nancy Oleheiser
Ellen Verry
Jim Johnson
Robert Schuder
Clayton Stevens
Macen Norton
Mike Randall
Kacie Sebesta
Bruce Aiton
Mary Dewey

We are looking for
a couple of volunIf you have been back to church, you know that we no
teers to contact the
longer sign our names on pew pads. Attendance is taken
members of our
at the registration desk instead. We want to register your
attendance for covid tracking and our church records, as church community to ensure that we have accurate inwell as identifying visitors. Please make it a point to stop formation in our church data base. You would be able to
at the desk and circle your first name on the attenddo this from home and no computer work is required,
ance list as you enter the building. You can also pick up a
you would only be gathering information and writing it
printed bulletin. This will be a huge help!
on a form. We are hoping to being this project in mid to
CHECKING IN AND HAVING ACCURATE CONTACT INFORMATION IN THE CHURCH OFFICE GO HAND IN HAND. IF late July or August. If you would be willing to serve our
church in this way, please contact Jodi in the office.
WE NEED TO CONTACT THOSE THAT ATTENDED SER-

PLEASE CHECK IN EACH SUNDAY

For those that wish to continue to worship at home; We will continue to offer our Sunday Service via
Livestream on YouTube and on ICTV at 4:00pm Tuesdays and 8:00am on Wednesdays. Here is the link for
our YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC

