
 

United Methodist Church 
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1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

January Sunday Schedule 
Services at 9:30 am 
 

    Jan. 3   Isaiah 60:1-6 
  Ephesians 3:1-12 
  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
    Jan. 10  Genesis 1:1-5 
  Acts 19:1-7 
  Mark 1:4-11 
 
    Jan. 17 1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 
  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
  John 1:43-51 
 
    Jan. 24 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
  Mark 1:14-20 
 
    Jan. 31  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
  Mark 1:21-28 
 
    Feb. 7   Isaiah 40:21-31 
  1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
  Mark 1:29-39 
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Rapids 
United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
 

Administrator 
Jodi Martin 

 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

Gretchen Bensen 
 
 

Ready Set Grow Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 
 

Custodial 

Justine Williams 
 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 

9:00-1:00 
 

JANUARY 2021 

What a blessing it is to work with our UMC church 

family!  We were given several opportunities to volun-

teer to be of help to those in need in our community.  

So many of you responded!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! 

The Salvation Army hired a new person on December 1 to be in charge of the bell 

ringing mission this year.  Lindsey connected with us and we responded. We filled 16 

shifts as of 12/15.  Several of our volunteers worked three shifts.  Fortunately, the 

stores eventually agreed to allow the bell ringers to be inside the entry ways. 

Our Mission Committee planned to gift 3-5 families with Christmas gifts.  $2600 was 

received in donations.  We added a 6th family.  Our friend, Goldie, from Habitat for 

Humanity requested a winter coat and gloves for her uncle living in a local assisted 

living home.  We wrapped his coat and gloves with a big bow and a Christmas card. 

Two of the families were without Christmas trees and two trees were donated with 

lights and ornaments.  There are some very excited children receiving those trees.  

Three bikes were donated.  The committee decided that each family would receive a 

$100 gift card from Aldi’s and a $50 gift card for gas from Holiday Station.  Clothes, 

household items and toys were also gifted.  The Youth Group did the shopping for 

two of the families.  Each family will receive a quilt. Again, what a blessing our church 

family is to our community!!! 

Money from the Mission budget was sent to GRACE House for the Homeless Preven-

tion Fund.  This is a fund that many local churches donate to.  It is used provide inci-

dentals at needed times such as gas money, groceries, etc.  As we well know, the 

homeless situation will continue to be difficult due to issues caused by the virus.  

Money was also sent to Lyndy Zabel’s OC Ministries new school to sponsor one stu-

dent. 

As we move forward into 2021, we want to remind you that we do not expect every-

one to give to everything but we hope there will be some opportunities that you will 

give to as we continue to bless those in our community and the world. 

We wish you a safe, healthy and blessed new year! 

Kay Klingman and the Mission Committee 

 

NEWS 

January 2021 



 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”  

John 1:5 

As this is being written, 2020 has only days left of it and then we “turn 

the page” and move into a new year.  I’m a person who excites at a new 

horizon, a new opportunity or possibility, a new adventure. However, 

before we look to what is and what could be, it’s important in this mo-

ment, with the past year fresh in our minds and touching our hearts, to 

reflect on the year that has been.  Let’s just say it:  2020 was a very hard 

year.  From the outbreak of the pandemic to breathless words of George Floyd, to the reckoning/unreckoning of our 

country’s past and current racism, to and economy that is crushing the middle and lower income peoples, to spikes 

in deaths from Covid we never dreamed could be so many, to such political selfishness on both sides that stalled our 

leaders to inaction when so many needed help.   We feel battered and bruised.  At times it was hard to find hope. 

But the Christmas story reminds us of where our hope is and the assurance and faithfulness of the One we can hope 

in! Right there….in the Story, the light of the Christ Child; the Savior who is born to YOU…this day! Inbreaking into 

the crisis and chaos of this past year and in our current unease and brokenness – into our darkness breaks the light 

of Grace! We can hope because God is not overcome.  We can stand on the assurance of God’s light breaking forth 

in the darkness of this world and overcoming the dark places of our lives and healing the broken and wounded parts 

of our hearts!  John says it plainly: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not [does not] overcome 

it!   

So, as we move into God’s New Day, we can know in the assurance of an All-Surpassing God that healing is possible, 

hope is assured, new life is promised, and new possibilities and opportunities await us! Oh, there will still be heart-

breaks and losses in our lives but God and God’s love can not be taken from us nor can anything separate us from it!  

It is what brings us through.  It is what lets us dream, it is what assures us of the New Day God promises!  We will not 

forget the lessons of this past year or the events that taught them to us - nor should we.  But we will receive and 

stand in this light that breaks the darkness and shows us the way of Peace and Justice! 

I invite you to say out loud our answers:  What do you hope for in this new year? What are you anticipating?  How 

will you live anew knowing the truth and assurance of God’s great goodness?  Where will you live out this Joy and to 

whom will you reach out to with goodness?  What are you daring to dream? All this is possible because God so loves 

the world (including and especially You) that unto You (specifically) and Y’all (each and all) is born this day - not 

some other day – is born a Savior!  May we – you and I – and together as a congregation of brothers and sisters unit-

ed in the love of Jesus, go forward into God’s great New Day seeking to be disciples and living in the Way of the 

Christ that will touch hearts, change lives and build our fellowship of faith in spirit and number! 

Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 

 

Dear Grand Rapids UMC family, 

Jodel and I wish to thank you for the many cards, gifts, and kindnesses we’ve received 
this Christmas!  We feel so blessed to serve this wonderful caring and kind congrega-
tion!  Through these past three years your welcome, kind hearts, fellowship, and acts 
of appreciation have touched our hearts.  Thank you all so very much.  

Be Gods, Jim  



Coordinator: Nancy O’Toole 
 
Dan & Marie Duffy 

Marcia Everingham 

Gloria Gooler 

Bill & Deb Hagenbuck 

Scott & Laura Hauser 

Brenna Holmstrom 

Jim & June Johnson 

Jani Jordan 

Patti Kampa 

Sue Kolka 

Tony & Becky Larson 

Roy & Sally LaDoux 

John & JoLynn Linder 

Bryan & Theresa Major 

Willie Nuorala 

Mike & Lisa Randall 

Gene & Linda Rasmussen 

Ron & Justine Williams 

The captain will contact you if 

there is a need for help serving a 

lunch, funeral or other event. 

KNIT, CROCHET, CRAFTS & 
LAUGHS 

Join your church friends for a 
weekly virtual visit Zoom meeting Thursdays at 10:00 
AM. It’s a good time - show your craft projects, catch 
up with each other, have a few laughs and see the 
faces of your church friends. ALL ARE WELCOME!  If 
you need help with “zooming”, please give Michele a 
call (218-259-2671). Thursdays at 10:00 AM Join 
Zoom Meeting. https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?
pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09 
Meeting ID: 952 4360 8547 Passcode: 200624 

June Kent sent a thank you to the 

church. She wanted to  thank every-

one for the outpouring of love on 

her 99th birthday. 

 

Jan. 5 Clayton & Leila Stevens 
 5 John & JoLynn Linder 
 22 Robert & Mary Litchke 

Jan.  1 Mary Roy 
         1 Duane Hill 
         2 John Anderson 
         2 Margaret Cass 
         3 Warren Ritter 
         4 Kelsie Jo Zimmer 
         5 Carolyn Salo 
         11 Virginia Rucinski 
         11 Amber Anderson 
         15 Dave Hutchins 
         22 Laura Hauser 
         24 Lynne Meyer 
         24 Wyatt Ritter 
         26 Al Bolte 
         26 Joann Gould 
         27 Bennett Hanson 
         28 Owen Linder 
         30 Olivia Waller 

Card Shower: 

Dave Hutchins will turn 90 on Jan 15 and because of 
COVID a party will not be advisable.  Cards from his 
church family would be appreciated:  

20180 Sugarbrooke Lane, 

Cohasset, Mn 55721. 

2021 Giving Envelopes 

The 2021 Giving Envelopes are available to pick up at the 
church. The Finance Committee has them labeled and in 
alphabetical order, your offering number is printed on 
the envelopes as well. You can find them by the Infor-
mation Center.  

I would like to thank all of you for 

making me feel so welcome at 

GRUMC. It has been a joy to be 

here. Thank you also for the Christ-

mas cards and gifts. Jodi 

https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95243608547?pwd=WlJHK2d2RHpQSTFxckdpKzF5OEIvZz09


 

 

FIRESIDE READERS 

Our selection for January 
will be This Tender Land 
by William Kent Krueger. 
There are copies available 

through the public library if you wish to request one. 
This book was released in 2019 and is written by a 
well-known Minnesota author. The setting begins in 
southern Minnesota in the area near Mankato in the 
summer of 1932. It is an excellent read and rated 4.5 
stars on Goodreads. 
 

For the time being, we will Zoom our meetings.  The 
January meeting is at 6:30 on Monday, January 25, 
2021. https://zoom.us/j/95016179473?
pwd=ZDNCYmtMaGl4WGlDeENJQ1RVM2V6QT09. 
Or with the Zoom app, Meeting ID: 950 
1617 9473. Passcode: 081302 

Prayer Chain To receive 

or request prayer, contact 
Nancy O’Toole at  

nlotoole@me.com 

Wednesday Prayer  
Ministry & Brown Bag Lunch 
in going Virtual!   
 

 Join us on Zoom at noon!  

https://zoom.us/j/91082528831?
pwd=RzN3S1hKeXE0Y09DZS84SVg3Q25sdz09 

Meeting ID: 910 8252 8831 

Passcode: 835361 

  Income Expenses Net Income 

November                   22,721                    16,967                      5,754  

    

YTD - 2020                 222,193                  187,954                    34,239  

YTD - 2019                 269,480                  270,003                        (523) 

Change                 (47,287)                 (82,049)                   34,762  

    

YTD  - 2020 - Weekly Avg                     4,629                      3,924                         705  

YTD  - 2019 - Weekly Avg                     5,687                      5,681                             6  

Change                   (1,058)                   (1,757)                        699  

November 2020 

Thank you for your continued support of the day-to-day ministry of the church. We try 
to be careful stewards of your gifts. 

All Church Lenten Study! 

This year we’ll be enjoying an All-Church Lenten Study together through small group experience!  The resource 
we’ll use is Journey with Jesus Through Lent by Glenn E. Porter.  We’ll have a dozen Small Group Facilitators who 
will work with groups of no more than 10 folks as we discover together 
Christ’s great love!  Practical, prophetic, and inspiring, this unique resource 
will enrich our fellowship’s spirit by following in Jesus' footsteps on the road 
to Jerusalem and the cross. Every day's devotion begins with a Scripture 
reading from the Gospel of Luke and an African proverb or other saying, fol-
lowed by a meditation and concluding with a biblical prayer focus. You’re in-
vited to make this lent one of transformation and discovery as we grow to-
gether as a congregation!  More information will be coming through the next 
three weeks 

https://zoom.us/j/95016179473?pwd=ZDNCYmtMaGl4WGlDeENJQ1RVM2V6QT09
https://zoom.us/j/95016179473?pwd=ZDNCYmtMaGl4WGlDeENJQ1RVM2V6QT09
https://zoom.us/j/91082528831?pwd=RzN3S1hKeXE0Y09DZS84SVg3Q25sdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91082528831?pwd=RzN3S1hKeXE0Y09DZS84SVg3Q25sdz09


 

 

Thanks to all the youth and adult helpers who’ve made this Fall’s semester so success-

ful!  We’ve had more new faces at youth group meetings and events than in the past six!  At 

our Fall Campfire we had 15 youth!  Congratulations to our 5 confirmands! 

We’re excited to name some event dates in the coming six weeks!  After having to shut 

down due to Covid -19, Northern Pines Retreat center is now open again! We are scheduled 

to have our Annual Youth Retreat there February 5th through 7th!  Set those dates aside and 

invite your friends for sledding, fellowship, Faith formation, fun, and good food! Times for 

leaving and our return will be finalized in the next 10 days. 

Also, on Saturday, January 23rd we’ll be going to Mt. Itasca for an afternoon of tubing!  We’ll 

gather at 1:00 pm at the church, travel together to Mt. Itasca, spend the afternoon there 

and head back to church for a Pizza Party and Planning for Spring (such as Youth Lock-In) 

and Summer adventures including a Summer Mission Trip!  We’ll be done by 6:00 pm. 

Here’s this springs meeting schedule: 

Wednesday, January 6th. Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, January 10th.  Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Wednesday, January 20th.  Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Saturday, January 23rd. All Youth Tubing Party 1:00 -6:00 

Sunday, January 24th, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Wednesday, February 3rd. Sr. High Youth Meeting 6:30 

February 5th through the 7th, Winter Youth Retreat   Northern Pines, Park Rapids, MN. 

Sunday, February 14th, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Thursday, February 18th (Due to Ash Wednesday service) Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, February 21st.  Jr. High Youth Meeting 10:45 

Wednesday, March 3rd, Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, March 14th, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Wednesday, March 17th.  Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, March 28th, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Wednesday, April 7th, Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, April 11th, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Wednesday, April 21st, Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, April 25th, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

Wednesday, May 5th, Sr. High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, May 9th, Jr. High Youth Meeting 10:45 

Wednesday, May 19th, Sr, High Youth Meeting  6:30 

Sunday, May 23rd, Jr. High Youth Meeting  10:45 

 

Be Gods, Jim 

To the Children that participated in our Virtual Children’s 

Christmas Program! And a special Thank you to the par-

ents for the work they did to make it successful! If it were-

n't for the parents that took time to record their children’s 

parts and send the videos to the church there would not 

have been a program this year. If you have yet to watch it, 

be sure to go to the GRUMC YouTube Channel and view 

the Service from December 20, 2020. Just like in a live 

performance, some voices are quiet, so you may need to 

adjust your volume.   

 



 The Celebration and Season of Epiphany: 

In my Children’s Sermons at the end of the year, It’s been known of me to point out that while we 

and many Christians (the Western Church) celebrate Christmas on December 25th, many other 

Christians (Some of the Eastern Orthodox Churches) celebrate Christmas on January 6th!  For us, 

the 6th is called Epiphany or more formally, the Epiphany (Manifestation) of the Lord. Now if you 

count the number of days from Dec. 25th through Jan. 5th, you get twelve…. the Twelve days of Christmas! 

So, beginning January 6th, we’ll be in the season of Epiphany!  It is an even more ancient celebration among Chris-

tians (we who follow Jesus and claim him to be the Christ) than Christmas! Now, originally the season focused 

around the nativity, the incarnation (Jesus as fully human and fully God), and Jesus’ baptism.  However, today Epiph-

any is a celebration of the three wise men (magi), who brought gifts to the Christ Child.   The visit by the Magi to the 

infant Jesus is seen as evidence that Christ, the Jewish Messiah, came also for the salvation of Gentiles. Today, in the 

East it primarily commemorates the baptism of Jesus again, celebrating the revelation of incarnation. 

Because of the emphasis on the Magi, most Latin American countries celebrate the day of Epiphany as Three Kings 

Day or Dia de Los Reyes. In Latino culture the day is celebrated in a way that is both gift and blessing to the whole 

church! In worship services there are plays and special songs emphasizing the coming of the kings and their gifts for 

the Christ Child.  At home the children are told to place a box filled with hay under their beds so that the camels will 

eat the hay and the kings leave presents for the children. (Not a bad tradition to join in celebrating ourselves!) 

The Sundays of this season number between four and nine, depending on the date of Easter (this year there are six). 

The first Sunday is called Epiphany of the Lord Sunday, the next Sunday always focuses on Jesus’ baptism and the 

final Sunday is called Transfiguration Sunday and focuses on Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain top (Mat. 17:1-

8, Mk. 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36).   

A group of impromptu carolers got together to spread 
some Christmas cheer.  Sally LaDoux, Michele Olson, 
Stephanie Zimmer, Bonnie Drake, Nancy O’Toole and 
John Scheuer. 

Worship with your church family from home. 

Our Sunday services are livestreamed and available on 

our YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg 

 or on ICTV at 4:00 pm on Tues-

days & 8:00 am on Wednesdays.   

 

We are also offering a form of drive by Communion 

Distribution. For a few days prior to Communion Sun-

day you can stop by the church to pick up consecrated 

communion elements. Then keep them in your refrig-

erator to participate in communion as you watch the 

service from your home. Our next distribution will be 

February 3, 4 & 5. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/messiah-religion
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKZzWoWgOnjrV2NbZudelg

