
 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

1701 SE 5th Avenue 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

July Sunday Schedule 
Services at 10:00 am 

July 3 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 
 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
 

July 10 Amos 7:7-17 
 Colossians 1:1-14 
 Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 17 Amos 8:1-12 
 Colossians 1:15-28 
 Luke 10:38-42 
 

July 24 Hosea 1:2-10 
 Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)
 Luke 11:1-13 
 

July 31 Hosea 11:1-11 
 Colossians 3:1-11 
 Luke 12:13-21 
 

August 7 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Luke 12:32-40 

United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 
1701 SE 5th Ave • Grand Rapids, MN 
2 blocks west of the Grand Rapids Airport 
 

218-327-2216 
 

secretary@umcgrmn.org 
 

www.umcgrmn.org 
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Password: 
BeOurGuest 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
GRUMC 

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC
https://www.youtube.com/c/GRUMC


Grand Rapids United Methodist Church 
2022 Vacation Bible School Registration 

August 8-11, 2022, 5-7:30 PM 
Dinner Served 5-5:30 PM 

(One form per child, please) 
 

 
Child Name: ________________________________Age: _______Grade: ________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________City: ___________Zip: _______ 
 
Phone: _________________Cell: ___________________Date of Birth: __________ 
 
Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Allergies: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Medical Concerns: ___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact: ______________________________Phone: ______________  
 
Siblings: ____________________________________________________________ 

Shirt Size: _____________ 

                                                                                                                             

PLEASE RETURN BY MONDAY, JULY 18, 2022 

 

Questions or concerns? Contact GRUMC at 218-327-2216. 

Location: 1701 SE Fifth Ave., Grand Rapids MN 55744  

 

  Please share with your friends and family! 

Hooked On VBS 



United Methodist Church 

Of Grand Rapids 

GROW 
in love of 

God and neighbor 
 

REACH 
new people 

 

HEAL 
a broken world 

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. James Crecelius 

 
Administrator 

Jodi Martin 
 

Accompanists 
Susan Hoolihan 

 
Ready Set Grow  

Preschool 
Mary Hanson 

Shari Tverberg 
 

Custodial 
Justine Williams 

 
Office Hours 

Jodi: 
M-F, 9am-3pm 

 
Pastor Jim: 

M-F, 9am-Noon & 
By appointment 

 
Justine: 

Tu, Th, F afternoons 
and as needed 

 

July 2022 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the May Mission for Grand 
Village.  The shopping cart was full of the needed items.  Pam and Dave 
Bloom’s trunk was filled to the brim. Everything will be so appreciated by 

the residents!!  We will let you know next month about the June Mission “Let’s Go Fishing” 
donation. 

GRACE HOUSE:  The Fundraising Committee met and decided to hold the annual breakfast in 
early August.   

RUMMAGE SALE:  The annual rummage sale will be held at UMC on July 7 & July 8.  Monday, 
June 27 – Tuesday, July 5, you may bring your sale items.  Please take them directly to the 
Multi-Purpose room.  Set up will be Tuesday, July 5 and Wednesday July 6.  If you are willing 
to volunteer any time June 28 to July 1 and/or July 5 to July 8, please contact Marie Duffy 
via email (oldapron@yahoo.com) or text (218-256-7562) to let her know when you are 
available. 

MISSIONARIES & ASON:  Checks are being sent to our missionaries, Strocks, Cains and Paul 
Webster. 

Missions Committee will not be meeting in July and there will not be a July Mission request. 

We don’t expect everyone to donate and/or volunteer for every opportunity we present, but 
we hope that you will prayerfully consider missions that speak to your heart! 

 

  2022 VBS 

Come, be a part of a fishing expedition!  We’re getting “Hooked On 
VBS”!  With Jesus as our Guide and the Holy Spirit as our Power Source, 
we’re discovering what it means to be fishers of people! 

VBS runs from Monday, August 8th through Thursday, August 11th.  We’ll 
meet from 5:00 pm till 7:30 pm (Dinner included! 5-5:30).  For kids from kindergarten 
through 6th grade  

Our lessons come from the Gospels: Day 1 – “I will make you fish for People” (Matt. 4), Day 2 
– “Cast Your Nets…” (Luke 5:4), Day 3 – “Jesus walking on the Water” (Matt. 14), day 4 – 
“The Risen Christ on the Shore with his Disciples” (John 21). 

There will be games, crafts, music along with Opening and Closing assemblies!  Right now 
we’re casting for volunteers and netting participants!  You can register your child at the in-
formation desk on Sundays, via email, US mail or stop by the office. The registration form 
is also in this newsletter. Please share with your friends and family. 

 RAPIDS RAPIDS 

NEWS 

RAPIDS 



   “My chains are Gone; I’ve been set free. 

    My God, my Savior, has ransomed me.” 

I hope you had a chance to celebrate July 4th.  We are such a blessed and fortunate people.  Oh, we are a broken 
and struggling nation, but we have so many advantages others around the world can only imagine and yearn for.  
We live in the “land of the free and the home of the brave.” Or so the song goes.  But much or many of the people I 
meet don’t seem to be free.  They’re bound by all kinds of things.  Some are bound by fear--fear of illness, fear of 
becoming financially destitute, fear of being alone, fear of the “other”, fear of the future.  Some are bound by pain--
the pain from poor health. Or the pain of some trauma that was inflicted on them.  Some are bound by addictions--
to alcohol, drugs, food, and gambling, among many others.  I find that many who are addicted to something are usu-
ally trying to cover over the pain of whatever trauma they may have suffered.  Then there are those who are bound 
by economic issues.  Perhaps they simply cannot make enough money to support their family.  Or perhaps they’ve 
made some bad choices and have gotten themselves into more debt than they can handle.  Or perhaps they simply 
live in a place where a decent house costs more than a family can afford and are strapped with a huge mortgage 
that they can barely pay. 

  When you look more closely, it doesn’t seem like many people in our society are truly free.  And if you asked them 
where freedom is to be found, I’m afraid not many people have a very good answer.  These days, it seems that we as 
a people believe--I mean really believe--that all our problems would be solved if we had enough money.  And so, our 
culture has a fascination with playing the lottery--which most people have about as good a chance of winning as 
“getting mauled by a polar bear and a regular bear on the same day” (a quote from one of my favorite commercials 
of all time).  

  Others believe that if their political ideals could come to fruition all would be well.  Others are looking for and/or 
thinking that the “right person” might come into their lives and that will solve all their problems.  In short, I’m afraid 
we’re looking for freedom in all the wrong places. 

 Throughout the Gospels there is much to say about true freedom and where it is to be found.  Freedom is found in 
Christ.  Jesus didn’t have to use elaborate means to “cast out” the demons that bound and tormented people.  All he 
had to do was say the word.  In fact, in every instance when Jesus encountered someone who was “possessed” by a 
demon, the spirit cries out in fear at the very sight of Jesus.  They seem to know that he has a power they cannot 
possibly withstand. 

  Ironically, although people generally responded favorably to Jesus’ healing miracles, they didn’t do so in response 
to his exorcisms.  When Jesus released a person from whatever was tormenting them, those who witnessed it were 
afraid.  In the case of the man chained amongst the tombs, they begged Jesus to leave.   

  One thing we can say, however, is that when Jesus worked exorcisms, there was a purpose to them.  The healing 
miracle stories demonstrate that through Jesus, God was present among them and at work carrying out the compas-
sion and mercy of the Commonwealth of Christ.  In the same way, these stories demonstrate that through Jesus, 
God was setting people free from all that kept them bound.  And in the face of the freedom of God’s kingdom, the 
powers of evil have no defense.   

  Whenever Jesus encountered someone who was “possessed” by a demon, the spirit of evil was instantly terri-
fied.  Not only did they know who he was, they also knew what he could do--he could banish them with just a word! 
Also, Jesus left the man amongst the tombs who had been set free as a living testimony to the truth that evil cannot 
prevail over God’s freedom. 

  Christ is still working in ways that release and set free in our world today!  And while God’s Living Spirit is the con-
duit for the source of Resurrection that releases and frees, we can be the vehicle through which this work is done! 
Freedom from the evil and pain and trauma and injustice that binds people in our world today is the power of God’s 
kingdom at work among us and through us.  

Be God’s,  Pastor Jim 



Our Advance monthly offering YTD is $16,994. The above monthly average amount has been adjusted to account 
for this.  Thank you for your continued support of the day to day ministry of our church. We try to be careful stew-
ards of your gifts. 

NEWS FROM THE CONGREGATIONAL TRUST FUND COMMITTEE 
 

May was the launch month for the Fifth Sunday Special Offering for the Congregational Trust Fund. 
Thank you so much to the people who generously contributed to the special offering in many differ-
ent ways.  Under the umbrella of the Administrative Council, a plan has been developed and started 
to be implemented.  
 
• The CTF Committee designed special letterhead and offering envelopes to be used in promoting this second 

mile giving that will be used in each Fifth Sunday Special Offering. Each year there are four months that have 
five Sundays. For your future planning, the Sundays in 2022 are May 29th, July 31th, and October 30th (We 
weren’t organized yet for the January 30th offering). 

• Sheryl Tverberg hand addressed all the envelopes for the first mailing, and Kathy Pliska, Dorothy Church and 
Marva Jean Hutchens joined her at her apartment at Majestic Pines for the first “stuffing party” to get them 
ready to send. Jodi Martin and June Johnson graciously assisted with the administrative tasks to get the letter 
produced and mailed. It takes a team working together. 

• Committee Chairs are being asked to prepare ways to share how their work has been enhanced over the years 
by grants from the CTF. It isn’t a secret, we just haven’t told the stories to the congregation of the work that has 
been done in your name on your behalf. Our goal is to celebrate what we have been able to do and empower 
future ministries. 

 
On July 24th, Mary Hanson will be sharing the story of how Ready Set Grow has been able to assist some families 
with scholarship help for their preschoolers to benefit from the program. Ready Set Grow is a wonderful example 
of how this congregation supports this ministry through our Annual Giving and through the CTF grants.  Some 
churches rent space to Preschool Programs, but our congregation underwrites it as a ministry of the church. When 
this church building was built, it was designed, with the guidance of Nancy O’Toole and the Building Committee, to 
support the ministry and to meet the licensing requirements of the State of Minnesota. 
 
Our first effort was a successful beginning. We received $3,380 that will be added to the principal of the fund. 
There are many stories to be told. You will receive another mailing in July for the July 31st Fifth Sunday Special 
Offering. Please give prayerful consideration of how you can support the ministries of this congregation. 

       May 2022     

  Monthly  Snap Shot   

        

  Income Expenses Net Income 

May  General Fund                   23,131                    19,552                      3,579  

        

YTD - 2022                 117,116                    99,425                    17,691  

                                -    

Monthly average - 2022                   21,441                    19,885                      1,556  

“Hello, July and Goodbye June. Here’s to an exciting, joyful, enjoyable, peaceful, and blessed month.”  
           ~ Author Unknown 



Membership & Evangelism: 
 

RHUBARB FESTIVAL: Thank you to everyone who helped with the rhubarb festival.  It was fun to 
have the church kitchen up and running again.  Many volunteers participated to help prepare the 
pie including those who donated rhubarb, did the chopping, rolled the crust, prepared the custard 
filling,  served the pie on Sunday,  and cleaned up.    Thanks also to the people who donated items for tasting:  rhu-
barb crunch, salsa, bread, torte, and cake.  Winners of the take home pies where Justine Williams and Doug Vod-
nick.   The Rhubarb Choir led the congregation in a rousing rhubarb song to the tune of “Take Me Out to the Ball-
game”.  Many people were able to take slices of pie to share.  We learned some things about the “pie plant” during 
the rhubarb quiz.  Did you know that rhubarb originated in China or that it came to the US because of Benjamin 
Franklin?  The winner of the “Stalk Car Race” was Jodi Martin’s son, Zach.   About sixty-five people attended. 
 

WORSHIP SURVEY: People at the Sunday service were invited to complete a survey from June 5-July 3.  The results 
will be reviewed in order to make decisions about the service time, Sunday School, and coffee fellowship.  Any 
changes that might be made will occur in September.  It’s not just a vote—your comments and input are im-
portant.  
    

A RETURN TO PEW PADS! A small step back to a sense of “normalcy” is the return of using pew pads.  While our 
Check-In station served us very well during the depths of Covid, (Thank you MIchele Olson), our Administrator and 
ushers were finding larger and larger discrepancies between the Check-In count and the actual number of people 
in worship as our attendance numbers continue to grow. 

Please sign and pass the Pew Pad in your row on Sundays.  It’s great to celebrate established member and new fac-
es!  Also, our Membership Care Team can follow-up with folk who’ve been absent awhile to see if we can be of ser-
vice or support!  Thanks! 

CHURCH PICNIC 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 17 AFTER THE 10:00 SERVICE VETERAN’S PARK 

 

 

     Hot Dogs       Watermelon         Root Beer Floats           Chips 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS NOT A POTLUCK! EVERYTHING WILL BE PROVIED. 

 

FREE WILL OFFERING. 

 

DON’T MISS THE HILARIOUS WATER BALLOON TOSS! 

 

Bring your favorite lawn chair if  you wish. 



             The 2022 Summer Concert Series  

         GRUMC will be hosting this community event. July 12th at noon, lunch to follow.  

      Featuring “Donna and the Dynamos” The Mamma Mia Trio.  

                          Free will offering for the concert, Lunch is $6.00 per plate.  

 Bertha would like to thank everyone for the birthday greetings for her 95th birthday (in May) 
and for singing happy birthday to her in church. 

 Rhoda Flinck sends her profound thanks to those that are participating in the 90 day card show-
er! She is so blessed by all the lovely cards she is receiving.  

 Gracie Zimmer and RaeAnne Ritter have sent thank you cards to the church for their Senior Scholarships and 
graduation gifts. Here is what they wrote: 

 “Thank you so much for the graduation gift and the Scholarship! It is so appreciated and will be extreme-
ly helpful in affording my education! Thank you for all the support throughout my high school years and for all of 
the opportunities. I’ve enjoyed my time at GRUMC and will never forget all of the memories.” Love, Gracie Zimmer 

 “Thank you for your generous gift! I started making my coffee at home so the cup is so amazing! I will be 
attending ICC next fall to pursue a degree in teaching. Again, thanks so much!” RaeAnne Ritter 

Upper Room Bimonthly Devotion Books: 

The July-August Upper Room Devotion Books are available in large and regular print. They are located on the glass-

top counter behind the Information desk. There is a wooden box on the counter to place a small donation to help 

cover the cost of the bi-monthly devotion books. We also offer the Annual Disciplines from The Upper Room, 

which have a set price, they have been moved to the library shelving. 

Grilled Angel Food Cake with Strawberries 
(Recipe by: Taste of Home) 

Ingredients: 

2 cups sliced fresh strawberries 

2 teaspoons sugar 

3 tablespoons butter, melted 

2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar 

8 slices angel food cake (about 1 ounce each) 

Optional: Reduced-fat vanilla ice cream and blueberry 
syrup 

Directions: 

In a small bowl, toss strawberries with sugar. In anoth-
er bowl, mix butter and vinegar; brush over cut sides of 
cake. 

On a greased rack, grill cake, uncovered, over medium 
heat until golden brown, 1-2 minutes on each side. 
Serve cake with strawberries and, if desired, ice cream 
and blueberry syrup. 

Join others from GRUMC August 5 & 6, 2022 at Duluth’s 
Bayfront Festival Park for a Christian Concert featuring: 
Chris Tomlin, Francesca Battistelli and many others. 
Ticket prices range between $15 - $115, depending on 
your age and if it’s Friday only, Saturday only or both 
days. The link to learn more about the concert and the 
link for tickets are below.  

https://cityonthehillmusicfest.com/ 

https://www.itickets.com/register/new/455793 

We’ll be in touch about a place for our church family to 
meet closer to the date. Please let the church office 
know if you plan to attend so we know who to be 
watching for. 

Photo by Taste of Home  

https://cityonthehillmusicfest.com/
https://www.itickets.com/register/new/455793


FIRESIDE READERS  
 

 The month of July, Fireside Readers will be reading and discussing “Lightening Strike” by William Kent 
Kruger.  The date will be July 25th and usually we meet an hour earlier for a meal together.  At our 

June discussion, we will be deciding the date, location and time and this will be updated at the church office.  You 
can call, text or email me if you have any questions.  The month of August, we will be taking a break so there will not 
be anything in the following newsletter about book club.  Happy Reading! Wendy 

A Message from your Lay Leader: 

As Lay Leader, I attended the Minnesota Annual Conference in St. Cloud. The theme was Jesus Healer. There were 
hundreds of people in attendance including active and retired pastors, lay leaders, staff, spouse, etc. There was 
also a variety of entertainers and vendors.  There were even tables set up with free books and office supplies from 
downsizing of space. We were invited to take them home before they were tossed.  I brought home a church 
cookbook from 1950 with some amusing ideas and recipes that I had never heard of. We were also asked to take 
home some of the purple knit scarves from The Lydia Project.  I added some to the items for next year’s Open Coat 
Drive.  

I left the conference educated and informed about the church conference and the legal issues and politics in-
volved.  There was some division about issues and attendees had time to voice their opinion and ask questions be-
fore voting.   It is a bit overwhelming when you are there for the first time.  At least they provided a glossary of 
terms for reference.   

What I found sad was that there were 3 churches who were seeking disaffiliation.  They have chosen to split away 
from the MN Conference.  After they tie up all financial obligations and legal issues, they will no longer be a part of 
our “church family”.   

There were also 5 churches within the Conference who are “discontinuing” or closing for good.  This I found dis-
couraging. To see churches closing their doors and selling their buildings is not a good thing to see for the future of 
the churches.  

If you are interested in knowing more about the conference, feel free to ask either myself, Pastor Jim or Pastor 
Marva Jean.  There are also videos and printed material of the website for United Methodist Minnesota Annual 
Conference. https://www.minnesotaumc.org/  

Enjoy summer and I hope to see you for worship as often as possible.  

Wendy 

Congratulations to our graduating seniors!  Also, thanks to all the members of the Youth 

Fellowship who made our 2021-2022 program year a very successful one!  More new 

faces at our meetings, addition of Justine Williams as a partner in youth program devel-

opment, a great Lock-In….Just some of the highlights of the past year! 

Looking forward to our Summer Retreat!  July 29-31 we’re at Northern Pines in Park Rapids!  We’ll enjoy the lake, 

evening campfires, a trip to a go-cart fun park, growing in discipleship,….and yes – Flashlight Tag – outdoors even! 

We’ll meet some members of the congregation wanting to become a part of the support team for Youth Minis-

tries!  A special offer to all the youth going:  Cost for each person is around $55.  If you bring a friend, yours and 

your friend’s cost will be halved: $25! 

At the retreat we’ll also talk about a possible End-of-Summer trip to the cities and ValleyFair! 



Coordinator:  
Bonnie Drake 

The captain will contact you if there 
is a need for help serving a lunch, funeral or other event. 

 

 Julia Brewster Jan Crandall 
 Irene Drieman Joyce Dudley 
 Bertha Hamilton Arnie Hietala 
 Trudy Huffer Joni Namyst 
 Rae Stephens Lelia Stevens 
 Sandy Williams 

       
       

  

                        8     Ken & Pam Spangler 

                      15 Steven & Willow Loney 

                      18 Randy & Teresa Savich 

    

     

       1     Mary Hill 
    3     Sandy Williams 
      3     Kay Aiton 
      6     Lisa Zimmer 
      7     Ethan Zimmer 
    8     Carrie Zimmer 
    9     Carlee Buell  
  15     Dorothy Church 
  15     Ed Duke 
  17     Isabelle  
              Danielson 
  18    Karen Andersen 

   

 20    Marie Duffy 

 21    Ashley Buell 

 24    Ellen Verry 

 25    Jim Johnson 

 26    Robert Schuder 

 26    Clayton Stevens 

 26    Macen Norton 

 28    Mike Randall 

 28    Doug Vodnick 

 31    Mary Dewey 

 

Card Shower for Marv Grina 
 
Marv will be 90 on August 3rd. Help him celebrate 
this milestone birthday by sending him a card, you 
can send them to him directly. His address is:  
 

Marv Grina 
Majestic Pines 

1640 Golf Course Road Apt 130C 
Grand Rapids, MN 55744  

90 Day Card Shower: 

Rhoda Flinck had her 90th birthday on June 14th. She did 
not want anything special to be done on her birthday, so 
we are honoring that request.  

However, to quote Marva Jean “You can celebrate your 
birthday for as many days as you are old” so for the 90 
days following June 14th, we would like to have Rhoda 
receive a card in the mail.  

There is a sign-up sheet available at the information 
desk, please sign up for a date between now and Sep-
tember 12th.  

Write your name by the date and pull your tab to take 
with you as a reminder. TIP: When you 
send your card, write the date to be 
opened on the outside of the envelope. 

Annual Church Rummage Sale: 

July 7 & 8, 2022, 9am-4pm 

Set up: July 5 - 7 

Donation drop off  dates: June 27 - July 5 

 


